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PREFACE. 


Does  the  restoration  of  the  Jews,  as  foretold  by 
the  prophets,  imply  only  their  conversion  to 
Christianity,  when  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  shall 
have  come  in,  and  that  they  shall,  in  consequence 
of  their  conversion,  be  amalgamated  with  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth?  or  is  their  conversion  to  be 
preceded,  accompanied,  or  followed  by  their  re- 
storation to  the  Holy  Land  ? 

These  questions  have  agitated  the  Christian 
world  ever  since  the  light  of  reformation  hath 
begun  to  shine.  The  opinion  of  Christians,  till 
within  the  last  twenty  years,  inclined  strongly  in 
favour  of  the  former  hypothesis;  but  since  that 
period,  greater  attention  having  been  bestowed  on 
the  subject,  some  of  the  most  eminent  divines  have 
frequently  expressed  their  opinion  that  the  Jews 
shall  literally  be  restored  to  the  land  of  their 
fathers ;  and  that  that  opinion  is  founded  upon  a 
correct  understanding  of  the  prophecies,  I  have 


IV 

endeavoured  to  show  in  the  following  pages.  I 
am  fully  aware  of  my  own  inadequacy  to  the  task. 
In  presenting,  therefore,  this  little  work  to  my 
readers,  I  throw  myself  entirely  on  their  genero- 
sity. The  only  favour  I  humbly  ask  of  them  is, 
that  they  may  give  me  credit  for  the  sincerity  of 
my  intentions,  and  the  uprightness  of  my  motives; 
my  earnest  desire  is,  to  contribute  as  much  as  lies 
within  my  power  to  the  promotion  of  the  blessings 
of  Christianity  among  my  Hebrew  brethren,  and 
to  call  the  attention  of  both  Jews  and  Christians 
to  the  great  question  of  the  salvation  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Abraham. 

I  would  apologise  for  the  style  and  language  of 
this  little  work,  and  hope  that  an  excuse  for  any 
imperfections  in  either  may  be  found  in  the  cir- 
cumstance of  my  being  a  foreigner,  and  unaccus- 
tomed to  write  for  an  English  public. 

P.  H. 

DUKLIN. 


STEICTURES. 


Philosophers  will  inform  us,  that  one  of  the 
objects  calculated  to  call  into  action  the  contem- 
plative powers  of  the  human  mind  is  the  origin  of 
nations ;  their  rise  and  progress  ;  to  behold  them 
attaining  the  summit  of  national  greatness,  and 
then  sinking  and  dwindling  away  into  that  state 
of  insignificance  from  which  they  have  sprung. 
The  Christian,  however,  is  furnished  with  much 
more  matter  for  contemplation  from  those  astound- 
ing human  events.  He  too  will  follow  with  the 
"mind's  eye"  the  course  of  things;  but  whilst 
he  looks  upon  these,  as  upon  so  many  stars 
rising  in  the  firmament,  he  will  never  lose  sight 
of  that  great  Sun  of  righteousness,  from  which 
they  receive  but  a  borrowed  lustre.  He  will 
behold,  in  every  event,  the  all-disposing  will,  the 
all-governing  power  of  the  almighty  Creator  and 
Ruler  of  the  universe ;  before  whom  "  the  nations 
are  as  a  drop  of  a  bucket,  and  are  counted  as 
the  small  dust  of  the  balance,  as  less  than  nothing 
and  vanity ;"  who  "  sitteth  upon  the  circle  of 
the  earth,"  and  in  whose  sight  the  inhabitants 
thereof  "  are  as  grasshoppers ;"  who  "  bringeth 
the  princes  to  nothing,"  and  "  maketh  the  judges 
of  the  earth  as  vanity." 


But  among  all  the  nations  that  have  appeared 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  there  is  not  one  whose 
history  is  more  remarkable,  more  replete  with 
interest,  than  that  of  the  Jews. 

Their  history  commences  with  the  earliest 
periods.  From  among  all  the  nations  Israel  was 
the  only  people  whom  God  selected  as  his  own. 
Their  religious  and  their  civil  system  were  alike 
sanctioned  by  Him.  Their  priesthood  was  the 
one  priesthood  he  owned  as  his,  and  their  kings 
were  rightly  named  the  "  Lord's  anointed  ;"  their 
city,  the  place  which  he  had  chosen  to  put  his 
name  there  —  "  the  city  of  the  Great  King ; " 
(Matt.  V.  35)  of  which  He  said,  "  Mine  eyes  and 
mine  heart  shall  be  there  perpetually."  (2  Chron. 
vii.  16.) 

To  them  the  Almighty  revealed  his  holy  will ; 
them  he  made  the  depositories  of  his  holy  law ; 
to  them  "  pertaineth  the  adoption,  and  the  glory, 
and  the  covenants,  and  the  giving  of  the  law, 
and  the  service  of  God,  and  the  promises ;"  from 
their  centre  rose  that  light  who  was  to  lighten  the 
Gentiles;  theirs  are  the  fathers,  of  whom,  "as 
concerning  the  flesh,  Christ  came,  who  is  over 
all,  God  blessed  for  ever." 

When  historians  tell  us  only  of  the  agency  of 
secondary  causes,  and  talk  only  of  events  and 
laws  of  nature,  and  imagine  they  have  given  us 
the  true  philosophy  of  events,  both  in  the  moral 
and  political,  the  natural  and  intellectual  world, 
their  history  teaches  us,  that  nothing  is  casual  or 
accidental.     When  the  Most  High  divided  to  the 


nations  their  inheritance,  when  He  separated  the 
sons  of  Adam,  he  set  the  bounds  of  the  people 
according  to  the  number  of  the  children  of  Israel. 
"  For  the  Lord's  portion  is  his  people ;  Jacob  is  the 
lot  of  his  inheritance."  (Deut.  xxxii.  8,  9.)  * 

With  what  interest  should  we  not  then  contem- 
plate the  history  of  that  people,  around  whose 
destinies  the  light  of  inspiration  has  shed  so  sacred 
a  halo  ?  of  a  people  who  are  the  living  witnesses 
of  the  proper  Deity  of  Jehovah  ?  whose  history  is 
one  continued  display  of  the  sovereignty  of  God's 
election,  the  unchangeableness  of  his  love,  the 
strength  of  his  arm,  and  the  long-suffering  mercy 
of  his  character.  How  pre-eminently  favoured, 
how  richly  blessed,  by  the  providence  and  grace 
of  God,  have  they  not  been.  We  can  never  cast 
our  eyes  upon  the  Word  of  God  for  instruction 
and  consolation,  without  having  a  shadow  of 
Jewish  glory  pass  before  our  eyes. 

We  stand  amazed  at  the  vicissitudes  through 
which  the  Israelites  have  passed ;  and  at  their 
preservation  during  so  long  a  period,  amidst  sur- 
rounding enemies  bent  on  their  destruction.     We 

*  The  history  of  the  world,  as  God's  world,  becomes  the  history 
of  Jerusalem.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  there  is  no  authentic 
Gentile  history  previous  to  the  time  when  the  Gentile  empires 
began  to  be  raised  up  as  the  scourges  of  Jerusalem,  i.  e.  about 
778  B.  C.  In  this  century  the  Assyrian  power  began  to  be  con- 
solidated under  Pul ;  the  nucleus  of  the  Persian  empire  was  formed 
by  the  revolt  of  the  Medes;  the  Grecian  aera  was  introduced  by  the 
establishment  of  the  Olympiads,  and  the  city  of  Rome  was  founded. 
And  not  only  so,  the  migration  of  the  Cimmerian  and  Scythian 
nations,  on  which  all  the  arrangements  of  modem  Eiu-ope  are 
founded,  commenced  in  this  century. 

The  times  until  Jenisulem  shall  cease  to  be  ti'odden  down,  are 
called  by  oiu- Lord,  "the  times  of  the  Gentiles;"  and  have  been 
made  known  to  Daniel  by  the  vision  of  the  images.  (Dan.  vii.) 


see  them  connected  with  the  great  monarchies  of 
the  earth,  fiercely  pursued  by  them  all,  yet  surviv- 
ing long  after  the  mightiest  of  them  have  crumbled 
to  pieces.*  The  four  celebrated  monarchies  of 
antiquity,  the  Assyrian,  the  Persian,  the  Grecian, 
and  the  Roman  empires,  which  succeeded  one 
another,  filling  the  world  with  astonishment,  were 
but  mighty  engines  in  the  hand  of  God  to  accom- 
plish his  purposes,  whether  of  justice  or  of  mercy, 
on  the  Jewish  nation,  and  to  prepare  the  way  for 
the  kingdom  of  Messiah  (Daniel  vii.  13,  14; 
Matt.  xix.  28) ;  a  kingdom  far  superior  to  them 
dl  in  extent,  in  magnificence,  in  glory,  and  in 
duration.  Their  rise  and  fall  were  predicted 
jn  scripture  long  before  they  existed,  and  those 
extraordinary  personages,  Cyrus,  Alexander,  Au- 
gustus, and  Vespasian,  were  raised  up  and  fur- 
nished with  every  necessary  qualification  to  bring 

*  Bra^dng  all  kinds  of  torments,  the  pangs  of  death,  and  still 
more  terrible  pangs  of  life,  we  have  nithstood  the  impetuous  storm 
of  time,  sweeping  indiscriminately  in  its  course,  nations,  religions, 
aud  countries.  What  has  become  of  those  celebrated  empires, 
whose  very  name  still  excites  our  admiration  by  the  idea  of  splendid 
greatness  attached  to  them,  and  whose  power  embraced  the  whole 
surface  of  the  kno^ra  globe  i  They  are  only  remembered  as  monu- 
ments of  the  vanity  of  human  greatness.  Rome  and  Greece  are 
no  more;  their  descendants,  mixed  with  other  nations,  have  lost 
even  the  traces  of  their  origin ;  while  a  population  of  a  few  millions 
of  men,  so  often  subjugated,  stands  the  test  of  thirty  revolving 
centuries,  and  the  fiery  ordeal  of  fifteen  centuries  of  persecution. 
We  still  preserve  laws  which  were  given  to  us  in  the  first  days  of 
the  world,  in  the  infancy  of  nature.  The  last  followers  of  a 
religion  which  had  embraced  the  universe,  have  disappeared  these 
fifteen  centuries,  and  our  temples  are  still  standing.  We  alone  have 
been  spared  by  the  indiscriminating  hand  of  time,  like  a  column 
left  standing  amid  the  wreck  of  worlds  and  the  ruins  of  nature. 
The  history  of  our  people  connects  present  times  with  the  first  ages 
of  the  world,  by  the  testimony  it  bears  to  the  existence  of  those 
early  periods.  It  begins  at  the  cradle  of  mankind,  and  its  rem- 
nants are  likely  to  be  preserved  to  the  very  day  of  universal 
destruction." — Michael  Beer's  Appeal  to  the  Justice  of  Kings. 


to  pass  what  his   hands   and  his   counsels  had 
before  determined  upon. 

As  Jehovah  first  chose  Abraham,  while  he  was 
yet  an  idolater,  so  did  he  continue  f  jrth  his  loving 
kindness  unto  his  descendants  irrespectively  of 
their  deserts.  Thus  did  Moses  resolve  God's 
favours  towards  them  into  his  sovereignty :  "  The 
Lord  did  not  set  his  love  upon  you,  nor  choose 
you,  because  ye  were  more  in  number  than  any 
people;  for  ye  were  the  fewest  of  all  people." 
(Deut.  vii.  7.)  And  the  Lord  himself  tells  them, 
by  the  mouth  of  his  prophet  Isaiah ;  "  I  knew 
that  thou  wouldst  deal  very  treacherously,  and 
wast  called  a  transgressor  from  the  womb." 

He  who  chose  them,  foreseeing  all  their  back- 
slidings  and  rebellions,  has  never  utterly  cast 
them  off;  and  though  they  did  many  a  time  pro- 
voke and  grieve  him,  insomuch  that  he  forsook 
his  own  inheritance,  yet  did  he  return  and  shew 
mercy  unto  them. 

The  fathers  of  the  people  of  God  in  olden  times 
sojourned  in  Goshen,  and  the  children  were  flou- 
rishing and  peaceful,  till  another  king  arose,  that 
knew  not  Joseph ;  and  hence  varied,  and  various, 
and  cruel  oppressions  weighed  down  and  galled 
the  heirs  of  the  glorious  promises,  so  that  it  might 
be  supposed  that  God  had  forgotten  his  covenant, 
and  that  of  the  oath  which  he  sware  to  Abraham 
he  had  ceased  to  be  mindful.  But  the  appointed 
time  for  Israel's  deliverance  came ;  "  The  Lord  is 
a  man  of  war :  the  Lord  is  his  name.  Pharaoh's 
chariots  and  his  host  hath  he  cast  into  the  sea ; 
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his  chosen  captains  also  hath  he  drowned  in  the 
Red  Sea.  Who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  among 
the  gods  ?  who  is  like  thee,  glorious  in  holiness, 
fearful  in  praises,  doing  wonders  ?  The  Lord 
shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever.  For  the  horse  of 
Pharaoh  went  in,  with  his  chariots  and  with  his 
horsemen,  into  the  sea,  and  the  Lord  brought 
again  the  waters  of  the  sea  upon  them ;  but  the 
children  of  Israel  went  on  dry  land  in  the  midst 
of  the  sea."  He  led  them  all  the  way  by  a  pillar  j 
it  was  a  pillar  of  cloud  by  day,  serving  to  guide 
them  on  the  way ;  and  it  was  a  pillar  of  fire  by 
night,  to  dissipate  the  unwholesome  damps,  and 
to  cheer  the  darkness  of  the  gloom.  They  came 
to  the  borders  of  Canaan,  at  the  precise  moment, 
when  the  iniquity  of  the  Amorites  prevailed.  A 
gloomy  and  tempestuous  night  rolled  around 
them.  The  judgments  determined  by  the  decrees 
of  heaven  were  executed  by  the  sword  of  God  in 
the  hand  of  Joshua.  At  last  they  entered  the 
promised  land.  Through  a  long  succession  of 
ages,  Judea  was  distinguished  from  the  entire 
world ;  as  Goshen  was  from  the  rest  of  Egypt, 
when  the  light  of  heaven  was  there,  to  cheer  and 
bless,  while  darkness  held  her  leaden  sceptre  over 
the  rest  of  that  empire  of  sin  and  woe.  Their 
settlement  in  that  land  was  of  immense  import- 
ance, not  only  to  that  people,  and  lo  that  age,  but 
to  every  succeeding  age,  and  to  every  existing 
nation.  There,  isolated  in  the  midst  of  a  thou- 
sand nations ;  there,  in  the  eyes  of  idolatrous 
millions,  was  to  be  established  the  worship  of  the 


true  God ;  their  system  of  religion  was  ordained 
by  the  Almighty  himself;  from  him  they  received 
their  institution  of  sacrifices,  which  were  to  be  so 
many  types  of  still  better  things  to  come ;  there 
broke  forth,  and  shone  in  the  fullest  splendour, 
that  guiding  light  of  prophecy;  there  was  the 
scene  fixed  for  the  performance  of  those  miracles, 
which  rapt  the  mind  in  astonishment,  and  laid 
reason  prostrate  before  the  omnipotence  of  the 
Creator ;  there  truth  was  unveiled  before  the  eyes 
of  mankind,  and  the  tree  of  life  placed  at  the 
entrance  to  the  path  of  heaven ;  there  it  was, 
lastly,  where  He  appeared,  who  was  the  praise  of 
the  nations,  and  the  glorj'  of  the  earth — Jesus 
of  Nazareth,  the  promised  Messiah  !  Peace  was 
made  a  resident  within  the  cities  of  Judea,  and 
prosperity  within  their  walls.  Jerusalem  rose, 
the  lovely  and  majestic  queen  of  her  cities  ;  and, 
in  the  midst  thereof,  shone  like  the  sun  in  the 
firmament,  the  temple  of  the  true  God.  In  that 
temple,  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the 
sins  of  the  world,  was  figuratively  offered  up  every 
morning  and  every  evening. 

"  Israel,  in  ancient  days, 

Not  only  had  a  view 

Of  Sinai  in  a  blaze, 

But  learned  the  Gospel  too ; 
The  types  and  figures  were  a  glass, 
In  which  they  saw  a  Saviour's  face. 

The  paschal  sacrifice, 

And  blood-besprinkled  door, 

Seen  with  enlightened  eyes. 

And  once  applied  with  power. 
Would  teach  the  need  of  other  blood, 
To  reconcile  the  world  to  God. 
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The  lamb,  the  dove,  set  forth 

His  perfect  innocence. 

Whose  blood,  of  matchless  worth. 

Should  be  the  soul's  defence : 
For  He  who  came  for  sin  t'  atone, 
Must  have  no  failings  of  his  own. 

The  scape-goat  on  his  head 

The  people's  trespass  bore, 

And,  to  the  desert  led, 

Was  to  be  seen  no  more : 
In  him  our  Surety  seemed  to  say, 
Behold,  I  bear  your  sins  away ! 

Dipt  in  his  fellow's  blood, 

The  living  bird  went  free : 

The  type,  well  understood, 

Expressed  the  sinner's  plea ; 
Described  a  guilty  soul  enlarged. 
And,  by  a  Saviour's  death,  discharged. 

Jesus,  I  love  to  trace. 

Throughout  the  sacred  page. 

The  footsteps  of  thy  grace, 

The  same  in  every  age : 
O  grant  that  I  may  faithful  be 
To  clearer  light  vouchsafed  to  me ! " 

COWPER. 

The  blessings  of  divine  favour  seem  to  have 
been  confined  almost  entirely  to  the  Jews ;  they 
shewed  forth  the  blessedness  of  being  separate 
unto  the  Lord;  and  as  long  as  they  trusted  in 
Him  alone,  she  was  the  virgin  of  Israel,  and 
could  laugh  her  enemies  to  scorn.  They  were 
the  children  of  God  in  an  exclusive  sense,  the 
sole  heritors  of  their  father's  love.  They  were 
the  channel  of  the  promised  seed.  This  seed 
God  transmitted  from  Abraham  to  Isaac,  and 
Jacob  to  David,  and  at  last  to  Mary,  from  whom, 
"  as   concerning    the  flesh,    Christ   came,"    the 
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beloved  Son  of  God.  The  seed  was  the  shield 
of  the  chosen  people  against  all  the  attacks  of 
the  wrath  of  men.  That  seed  was  a  wall  around 
Judea.  It  contained  the  sacred  deposit,  the  God- 
man,  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  As  often  as  the 
children  of  Israel,  after  their  establishment  in  Ca- 
naan, provoked  the  Lord  their  God,  he  punished 
them  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  neighbouring 
nations.  They  were  warned  by  the  voice  of  the 
prophets,  those  singularly  mighty  beings,  who, 
issuing  forth  from  their  solitudes,  stood  before  the 
people,  summoning  kings  and  nations  to  stand 
before  the  vengeance  of  heaven,  or  announcing 
the  divine  threatenings  that  were  to  scatter  them 
like  the  dust  of  the  wilderness  before  the  Lord. 

The  prosperity  of  Israel  was  at  its  height  in 
the  days  of  Solomon.  After  the  death  of  that 
wisest  of  kings,  the  whole  twelve  tribes  assembled 
at  Sichem,  to  acknowledge  his  only  son  Reho- 
boam  as  his  successor  to  the  throne.  Previous, 
however,  to  their  investing  him  with  regal  autho- 
rity, they  sought  from  him  a  promise  that  he 
would  lighten  their  burdens  and  redress  their 
grievances.  Rehoboam  took  three  days  to  con- 
sider of  their  demand.  He  consulted,  in  the  first 
instance,  with  the  old  men  who  stood  before  Solo- 
mon his  father,  who  were  firmly  attached  to  the 
interests  of  his  family.  Rehoboam  was  advised 
to  conciliate  his  new  subjects,  by  a  promise  of 
attention  to  their  collective  interests.  But  he 
chose  rather  the  advice  of  the  companions  of  his 
youthful    pleasures.       "  He   consulted  with    the 
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young  men  who  had  grown  up  with  him,"  and  a 
system  of  intimidation  was  recommended.  He 
accordingly  "  spake  roughly  to  the  people,  after 
the  counsel  of  the  young  men  ;  saying,  My  father 
made  your  yoke  heavy,  and  1  will  add  to  your 
yoke :  my  father  chastised  you  with  whips,  but  I 
will  chastise  you  with  scorpions."  The  result 
was  such  as  might  have  been  foreseen.  Ten  of 
the  tribes  would  no  longer  acknowledge  any  alle- 
giance to  the  house  of  David,  but  appointed  a 
king  of  their  own,  even  Jeroboam.  From  that 
time,  a  distinction  arose  between  Israel  and 
Judah ;  Israel,  consisting  of  ten  tribes,  and  Judah, 
of  the  remaining  two  tribes.  They  were  each 
governed  by  their  own  king,  and  so  continued  for 
the  space  of  three  hundred  years.  The  iniquities 
of  the  ten  tribes,  consequent  upon  their  defection 
from  the  house  of  David,  and  from  the  service  of 
the  temple,  call  for  punishment ;  and  the  Assyrian 
stands  in  readiness  to  execute  it.  At  the  time 
appointed  the  Lord  of  Hosts  lifted  up  an  ensign 
to  the  nations  from  afar,  making  them  the  wea- 
pons of  his  indignation,  to  destroy  the  whole  land, 
"  because  the  children  of  Israel  sinned  against  the 
Lord  their  God,  who  had  brought  them  up  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt,  and  had  feared  other  gods,  and 
walked  in  the  statutes  of  the  heathen."  Therefore 
the  Lord  was  angry  with  them,  and  removed  them 
out  of  sight:  they  were  carried  captives  into 
Assyria,  but  returned  no  more  to  their  pleasant 
land, —  never  saw  again  their  native  cwmtry:  they 
are  appropriately  termed  "  the  outcasts  of  Israel ;" 


11 

for  we  know  not  where  to  look  for  them,  whether 
among  the  North  American  Indians,  or  the  Aff- 
ghans*  in  Persia,  or  whether  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  interior  of  Africa.t  Yet  there  is  rea- 
son for  conjecture  that  the  remains  of  the  ten 
tribes  are  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  in  Per- 
sia, and  its  neighbouring  provinces,  for  (1.)  Sal- 
manassar  had  placed  them  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Chaboras,  which  emptied  itself  into  the  Euphrates. 
On  the  west  was  Ptolemy's  Chalcites,  and  the  city 
Carra ;  and  therefore  God  has  brought  back  the 
Jews  to  the  country  whence  the  patriarchs  came. 
On  the  east  was  the  province  of  Ganzan,  betwixt 
the  two  rivers  Chaboras  and  Sorcores.  This  was 
the  first  situation  of  the  tribes ;  but  they  spread 
in  the  neighbouring  provinces,  and  upon  the  banks 
of  the  Euphrates.  (2.)  The  ten  tribes  were  still 
in  being  in  this  country  when  Jerusalem  was  de- 
stroyed, since  they  came  in  multitudes  to  pay  their 
devotions  in  the  temple.  (3.)  They  subsisted 
there  from  that  time  to  the  eleventh  century,  since 

*  Mr.  Chamberlain  (a  missionary),  in  a  letter  dated  23d  August, 
1814,  says,  "  A  very  great  number  of  the  Affghans  are  indisputably 
the  descendants  of  Abraham ;  their  language  (our  Pushtoo)  com- 
prising a  greater  number  of  Hebrew  woids  than  any  other  in 
India." 

"  We  learn  from  Esdras,  that  the  ten  tribes,  after  a  wandering 
journey,  came  to  a  country  called  Arsareth,  where,  we  may  suppose, 
they  settled.  Now  the  best  Persian  historians  affirm,  that  the  Aff- 
ghans were  descended  from  the  Jews;  and  they  have  among  them- 
selves traditions  of  the  same  import.  It  is  even  asserted  that  their 
families  are  distinguished  by  the  names  of  Jewish  tribes ;  though, 
since  their  conversion  to  Islamism,  they  have  studiously  concealed 
their  origin.  The  language  they  used  has  a  manifest  resemblance 
to  the  Chaldaic,  and  a  considerable  district  under  their  dominion  is 
called  Hazareth,  which  might  easily  have  been  changed  from 
Arsareth." — Asiatic  Researches,  by  Sir   William  Jones,   vol.   I, 

p.zm. 

f  Basnage,  "  Histoire  des  Juifs." 
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they  had  their  heads  of  the  captivity,  and  most 
flourishing  academies.  (4.)  Though  they  were 
considerably  weakened  by  persecution,  yet  travel- 
lers of  that  nation  discovered  many  synagogues  of 
their  brethren  in  the  twelfth  and  fourteenth  centu- 
ries. (5.)  No  new  colony  has  been  sent  into  the 
east,  nor  have  those  which  were  there  been  driven 
out.  (6.)  The  history  of  the  Jews  has  been  de- 
duced from  age  to  age,  without  discovering  any 
other  change  than  what  was  caused  by  the  differ- 
ent revolutions  of  that  empire,  the  various  tempers 
of  the  governors,  or  the  inevitable  decay  of  a 
nation  which  only  subsists  by  toleration.  We 
have,  therefore,  reason  to  conclude,  that  the  ten 
tribes  are  still  in  the  east,  whither  God  suffered 
them  to  be  carried.  If  the  families  and  tribes  are 
not  distinguishable,  it  is  not  likely  that  it  should 
be  otherwise,  in  so  long  a  course  of  ages  and  the 
afflictions  which  they  have  passed  through.  But 
how  are  they  to  be  discovered  ?  To  such  a  ques- 
tion it  would  be  best  simply  to  answer,  "  I  know 
not."  The  restoration  of  the  ten  tribes,  the  out- 
casts of  Israel,  is  expressly  foretold ;  but  with  the 
manner  of  the  discovery  we  have  no  concern 
ourselves.  All  things  are  possible  with  God,  and 
surely  He  who,  at  the  last  day,  will  collect  our 
scattered  remains,  and  raise  our  long-dissolved 
bodies  from  the  dust,  can  with  equal  ease  collect 
the  scattered  members  of  Israel,  and  discover 
them,  however  lost  among  the  nations  whither 
they  have  been  led  captive. 
The  Assyrian  is  a  striking  instance  how  the 
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good  and  the  bad  fulfil  the  purposes  of  the  Lord. 
Israel  having  by  their  acts  become  a  depraved 
people,  God  employs  them  as  an  instrument  to 
punish  them.  '*  O  Assyrian,  the  rod  of  mine 
anger,  and  the  staff  in  their  hand  is  mine  indig- 
nation. I  will  send  him  against  an  hypocritical 
nation,  and  against  the  people  of  my  wrath  will 
I  give  him  a  charge,  to  take  the  spoil,  and  to 
take  the  prey,  and  to  tread  him  down  like  mire  in 
the  streets.  Howbeit  he  meaneth  not,  so  neither 
doth  his  heart  think  so ;  but  it  is  in  his  heart  to 
destroy  and  cut  off  nations  not  a  few."  Behold 
him  standing  before  the  gates  of  Jerusalem,  at 
the  head  of  an  army  supposed  to  be  invincible, 
blaspheming  against  God,  and  already  rejoicing 
in  the  spoils  of  Israel ;  but  the  time  was  not  yet 
come.  A  prince  sat  on  the  throne  who  knew 
where  to  refer  for  assistance,  and  possessed  the 
secret  of  engaging  heaven  on  his  side.  Suddenly, 
at  midnight,  the  flower  of  the  Assyrian  army, 
185,000  men,  were  cut  off  at  one  stroke. 

"  In  one  brief  night,  tlie  invisible  angel  swept 
Witb  the  dark,  noiseless  shadow  of  his  wing. 
And  morn  beheld  the  fierce  and  riotous  camp 
One  cold,  and  mute,  and  tombless  cemetery. 
Sennacherib :  all,  all  are  risen,  ai'e  moved. 

But  the  hour  of  Judah's  chastisement  came — 
Jerusalem  is  led  captive,  and  her  children  go 
into  captivity.  In  the  school  of  affliction  they  are 
taught  the  lesson  of  repentance.  By  the  rivers  of 
Babylon  they  sat  down  and  wept. 
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"  We  sat  us  down  by  Babel's  streams, 
And  dreamt  soul-saddening  memory's  di'eams; 
And  dark  thoughts  o'er  our  spirits  crept 
Of  Sion — and  we  wept,  we  wept! 
Our  harps  upon  the  willows  hung. 
Silent,  and  tuneless,  and  unstrung : 
For  they  who  wrought  our  plains  and  wrongs, 
Asked  us  for  Sion's  pleasant  songs. 

How  shall  we  sing  Jehovah's  praise 
To  those  who  Baal's  altars  raise? 
How  warble  Judah's  free-born  hymns 
With  Babel's  fetters  on  our  limbs? 
How  chaunt  thy  lays,  dear  Father-land  ! 
To  strangers  on  a  foreign  strand? 
Ah,  no ! — we  '11  bear  grief's  keenest  sting. 
But  dare  not  Sion's  anthems  sing. 

Place  us  where  Sharon's  roses  blow ; 

Place  us  where  Siloe's  waters  flow ; 

Place  us  on  Lebanon,  that  waves 

Its  cedars  o'er  our  fathers'  graves; 

Place  us  upon  that  holy  mount, 

Where  stands  the  Temple — gleams  the  fountj 

Then  love  and  joy  shall  loose  our  tongues, 

To  warble  Sion's  pleasant  songs. 

If  I  should  e'er — earth's  brightest  gem !  — 
Forget  thee,  O  Jerusalem, 
May  my  right  hand  forget  its  skill 
To  wake  the  slumbering  lyre  at  will; 
If  from  my  heart,  e'en  when  most  gay. 
Thine  image  e'er  should  fade  away. 
May  my  tongue  rest  within  my  head. 
Mute  as  the  voices  of  the  dead." 

Neele. 

By  the  severity  of  the  chastis^emcnt  they  were 
cured  of  their  propensity  to  the  worship  of  false 
gods,  and  never  again,  as  a  nation,  relapsed  into 
idolatry. 

Profane  history  relates  the  fall  of  the  Chaldean 
empire ;  but  the  designs  of  divine  Providence  to 
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be  accomplished  by  it  are  to  be  found  in  the 
sacred  writings,  where  God  is  represented  as 
speaking  of  Cyrus,  and  to  Cyrus,  two  hundred 
years  before  he  was  born.  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord 
to  his  anointed,  to  Cyrus,  whose  right  hand  I 
have  holden  to  subdue  nations  before  him :  and 
I  will  loose  the  loins  of  kings,  to  open  before  him 
the  two-leaved  gates ;  and  the  gates  shall  not  be 
shut :  I  will  go  before  thee,  and  make  the  crooked 
places  straight:  I  will  break  in  pieces  the  gates 
of  brass,  and  cut  in  sunder  the  bars  of  iron :  and 
I  will  give  thee  the  treasures  of  darkness,  and 
hidden  riches  of  secret  places,  that  thou  mayest 
know  that  I  the  Lord,  which  call  thee  by  thy 
name,  am  the  God  of  Israel.  For  Jacob  my  ser- 
vant's sake,  and  Israel  mine  elect,  I  have  even 
called  thee  by  thy  name  :  I  have  sumamed  thee, 
though  thou  hast  not  known  me." 

After  Cyrus*  took  possession  of  Babylon,  "  for 
the  first  year  of  Cyrus,  king  of  Persia,  (that  the 
word  of  the  Lord  by  the  mouth  of  Jeremiah  might 
be  fulfilled,)  the  Lord  stirred  up  the  spirit  of 
Cyrus,  king  of  Persia,  that  he  made  a  proclama- 
tion throughout  all  his  kingdom,  and  put  it  also 
in  writing,    saying:    Thus  saith  Cyrus,   king  of 

B.  C. 

538.  *  Cyrus,  the  Persian,  takes  Babylon,  slays  Belshazzar,  and 
transfers  the  kingdom  to  Cyaxeres,  called  Darius  the  Mede. 
The  Assyrian  and  Babylonian,  the  first  great  or  universal  em- 
pire, ends,  and  the  Medo-Persian  begins.     Dan.  v. 

330.  Darius  is  slain;  the  Medo-Persian,  the  second  universal 
empire,  ends,  and  is  succeeded  by  the  Grecian,  or  Macedonian, 
the  third  universal  empire.     Dan.  vii.  viii. 

202.      The  Roman,  or  the  fourth  universal  empire,  succeeds  the 
Grecian.     Dan.  ii.  42 — xii.  7. 
65.      Pompey,  a  Roman  commander,  reduces  Syria,  thus  ending 
the  Grecian,  and  establishing  the  Roman  empire. 
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Persia ;  The  Lord  God  of  heaven  hath  given  me 
all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  ;  and  he  hath 
charged  me  to  build  him  an  house  in  Jerusalem, 
which  is  in  Judah.  Who  is  there  among  you  of 
all  his  people  ?  The  Lord  his  God  be  with  him, 
and  let  him  go  up."  "  The  whole  congregation," 
as  the  prophet  Nehemiah  informs  us,  "together 
was  forty  and  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
three  score  ;  beside  their  men-servants  and  their 
maid  servants,  of  whom  there  were  seven  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  they  had 
two  hundred  and  forty  and  five  singing  men  and 
singing  women." 

Restored  by  this  edict,  the  Jewish  state  again 
grew  up  to  maturity,  under  the  protection  of  the 
Persian  empire.  That  empire  in  turn  gave  way  to 
the  third  great  monarchy,  founded  by  Alexander 
the  Great,  called  by  Daniel  the  king  of  Grecia. 
The  anger  of  this  prince,  on  beholding  the  high 
priest  coming  forth  to  meet  him  in  procession,  on 
a  sudden  was  converted  into  reverence  for  the 
temple,  and  an  admiration  for  the  pi'ophecies  of 
Daniel,  which  were  shown  to  him,  as  those  of 
Isaiah  ^vere  to  Cyrus.  In  them  seeing  himself 
and  his  conquest  so  described,  he  immediately  led 
his  forces  against  the  Persians.  The  cruelties  of 
Antiochus,  one  of  the  successors  of  Alexander, 
only  served  to  manifest  the  powers  of  God,  and  to 
call  forth  the  help  of  the  Asmodean  dynasty, 
under  which  the  Jews  enjoyed  a  long  succession 
of  happy  days.  It  was  in  the  time  of  that  family, 
as  we  learn  from  the  second  book  of  Maccabees, 
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that  the  first  league  was  formed  with  the  Roman 
empire,  which  was  gradually  rising  into  the  fourth 
great  monarchy. 

The  Roman  empire,  having  reached  the  utmost 
limits  assigned  by  divine  Providence,  the  shaking 
of  the  nations,  which  had  continued  without  inter- 
val since  when  Nebuchadnezzar  began  his  con- 
quests, settled  into  a  profound  tranquillity;  the 
gates  of  the  temple  of  Janus  were  closed ;  peace 
was  proclaimed ;  the  waves  of  this  tempestuous 
world  ceased  from  tossing  themselves,  and  a  de- 
lightful calm  ensued,  "  for  the  desire  of  all  nations 
was  coming,"*  the  true  glory,  which  should  fill 
the  latter  house.  Under  these  auspicious  circum- 
stances, the  Saviour  of  the  world  was  born.  "  He 
came  to  his  own  people,  but  his  own  received  him 
not." 

"  Robbers,  and  zealots,  and  wild  Edomites, — 
Yea,  these  are  they  that  sit  in  Moses'  seat. 
Wield  Joshua's  sword,  and  fill  the  throne  of  David." 

That  once  highly  favoured  people  turned  aside 
from  the  word  of  God,  and  filled  up  the  measure 
of  their  iniquity,  by  casting  out  the  heir  of  the 
vineyard — by  crucifying  the  Lord  of  glory.  "O 
Jerusalem  !  Jerusalem  !  thou  that  Mllest  the  pro- 

*  "  Tacitus  and  Suetonius  confirm  the  fulfilment  of  the  predic- 
tion, as  to  the  expectation  of  the  Gentiles." — Robertson.  About 
this  period,  the  Pagans  expected  some  great  king  or  glorious  per- 
son to  be  born.  Hence  Virgil,  the  Roman  poet,  who  lived  at  this 
time,  in  his  4th  Eclogue,  describes  the  blessings  of  the  government 
of  some  great  person,  who  was  or  should  be  born  about  this  time, 
in  language  agreeable  to  the  Jewish  prophet's  description  of  the 
Messiah. 

As  a  further  proof  of  the  expectations  among  the  Jews,  it  may 
not  be  useless  to  give  a  short  history  of  some  of  the  impostors,  who 
pretended  to  be  the  Messiah ;  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 
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phets,  and  stonest  them  which  are  sent  unto  thee, 
how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children 
together,  even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens 
under  her  wings,  and  ye  would  not."  (Matt, 
xxviii.  39.)  "  Behold  your  house  is  left  unto  you 
desolate." 

Jerusalem  fell  before  Titus,  the  account  of  which 
has  made  the  ears  of  all  that  heard  it  to  tingle.  It 
was  the  brightest  of  all  the  cities  of  the  earth  ;  so 
strongly  fortified  that  the  conqueror  thereof,  who 
was  master  of  the  whole  world  beside,  said,  on 
mounting  her  bulwarks,  and  telling  the  towers 
thereof,  "  Surely  we  have  God  for  our  assistance 
in  the  war,  for  what  could  human  hands  do  against 
these  towers?" 

"  Proud  Caesar's  ploughshare,  o'er  her  ruins  driven, 
Fulfils  at  length  the  tardy  doom  of  heaven; 
The  wrathful  vial's  drops  at  length  are  poured 
On  the  rebellious  race  that  crucified  their  Lord." 

Thus  the  whole  city  was  levelled  with  the  ground, 
with  the  exception  of  the  towers  built  by  Herod 
the  Great,  the  only  remaining  monument  of  anni- 
hilated magnificence,  dwindled  greatness,  and 
prostrate  strength.  Nay,  by  order  of  Terentius 
Rufus,  the  plough  went  literally  over  the  site  of 
Zion,*  as  the  prophet  had  foretold;  "Therefore 
shall  Zion,  for  your  sake,  be  ploughed  as  a  field, 
and  Jerusalem  shall  become  heaps,  and  the  moun- 

•  "  After  the  final  destruction  of  the  temple  by  Titus  and  Adrian, 
a  ploughshare  was  drawn  over  the  consecrated  ground,  as  a  sign  of 
perpetual  interdiction.  Sion  was  deserted,  and  the  vacant  space  of 
the  lower  city  was  filled  with  the  public  and  private  edifices  of  the 
Aelian  colonv,  which  spread  themselves  over  the  adjacent  hill  of 
Calvary." — Crihbon's  Decline  and  Fall,  vol.  4.  p.  105. 
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tain  of  the  house  as  the  high  places  of  the  forest." 
(Micah  iii.  12.) 

Various  were  their  sins  against  their  God,  and 
of  various  kinds  and  degrees  the  punishments 
wherewith  he  visited  their  iniquities;  but  their 
greatest  and  most  heinous  sin  was  the  crucifying 
of  the  true  Messiah.  This  was  the  summit  of  their 
rebellion,  and  for  this  have  they  been,  as  they  are 
still,  visited  with  the  longest  and  most  severe 
affliction;  outcasts  from  the  land  of  their  fathers, 
scattered  through  all  lands ;  a  wonder,  and  asto- 
nishment, and  a  hissing,  and  a  pointing  of  the 
finger,  amongst  all  nations  whither  they  have  been 
driven,  by  the  hand  of  their  offended  God. 

'*  Why  are  Judah's  sons  afflicted  ? 
Why  is  Israel  still  a  slave  ? 
Has  it  not  been  long  predicted 
That  the  Lord  would  Sion  save  1 

Why  are  Salem's  walls  forsaken, 

Once  the  dwelling  of  the  just? 
Will  her  watchmen  not  awaken, 

And  arouse  her  slumbering  dust  ? 

Why  do  heathen  proud  oppressors 

Rule  her  sons  with  iron  hand  ? 
Why  are  Gentiles  now  possessors 

Of  her  long  neglected  land  ? 

Go,  and  trace  the  sacred  story. 

There  we  read  the  awful  cause, — 
They  have  slain  the  Lord  of  Gloryj 

They  have  trampled  on  his  laws. 

Ask  ye  now,  why  this  affliction 

Burst  upon  them  like  a  flood  ?■ 
By  Messiah's  crucifixion, — 

They  are  guilty  of  his  blood." 
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But  even  from  the  guilt  of  this  crying  sin,  the 
sure  word  of  prophecy  declares  they  will  yet  be 
cleansed:  although,  in  righteous  displeasure,  the 
Lord  has  long  left  them  to  wander  as  outcasts  in 
all  lands,  yet  hath  he  not  utterly  cast  away  his 
people,  which  he  foreknew.     (Romans  xi.) 

The  Babylonian  captivity  cured  them  from  the 
worship  of  false  gods,  to  which  they  were  so 
prone.  In  their  present  tribulation  (for  how  can 
they  sing  songs  in  a  strange  land  ?)  they  will  learn 
to  know  their  teacher ;  "  for,"  says  the  apostle,  "  I 
would  not,  brethren,  that  you  should  be  ignorant 
of  this  mystery,  lest  you  should  be  wise  in  your 
own  conceits,  that  blindness  in  part  hath  hap- 
pened to  the  children  of  Israel,  until  the  ful- 
ness of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in,  and  so  all  Israel 
shall  be  saved  ;  as  it  is  written,  There  shall  come 
out  of  Zion  the  deliverer,  and  shall  turn  away  un- 
godliness from  Jacob ;  for  this  is  my  covenant 
unto  them,  when  I  shall  take  away  their  sins." 

Centuries  have  rolled  on,  and  Jehovah  hath 
thought  fit  to  pursue  the  devoted  race  of  Israel ;  yet 
who  can  dive  into  his  councils,  and  who  can  mea- 
sure the  depth  of  his  mercy.  He  who  mingleth 
mercy  with  judgment  does  by  means  manifest  the 
splendour  of  his  justice,  and  evince  the  concen- 
trated glory  of  all  his  attributes ;  and  unto  us  it 
belongeth  to  adore  Him  silently,  and  to  abide  by 
his  eternal  decrees.  But  it  is  nevertheless  too  true, 
alas !  that  Israel  has  brought  upon  itself  its  own 
curse.  "I  will  make  thy  plagues  wonderful,  and 
the  plagues  of  thy  seed,  even  great  plagues,  and 
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of  long  continuance."  Yet  he  has  not  said  for 
ever.  The  blessing  absorbs  the  denunciation,  even 
as  the  burning  sand  of  the  desert  absorbs  the 
drops  of  rain.  "  Considerest  thou  not  what  this 
people  hath  spoken,  saying,  The  two  families 
which  the  Lord  hath  chosen,  he  hath  even  cast 
them  off?  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  if  my  covenant 
be  not  with  day  and  night,  and  if  I  have  not  ap- 
pointed the  ordinances  of  heaven  and  earth,  then 
will  I  cast  away  the  seed  of  Jacob  and  David  my 
servants ;  for  I  will  cause  their  captivity  to  return, 
and  will  have  mercy  upon  them,  saith  the  Lord." 

The  judgments  predicted  in  many  instances, 
whatever  immediate  reference  they  may  have  had 
to  earlier  times,  were  never  so  fully  accomplished 
as  in  those  which  have  followed  the  great  desola- 
tions of  their  country  by  the  Romans.  The  bless- 
ings promised,  with  whatever  propriety  they  might 
have  figured  former  epochs  of  prosperity,  will 
never  have  been  fully  realised  until  the  glory  of 
the  latter  day  shall  shine  forth,  and  when  Israel- 
ites shall  again  walk  the  holy  hill  of  Sion. 

The  late  Mr.  Scott  thus  summed  up  his  own 
views  on  the  subject  of  the  restoration  of  Israel. 
"  It  is  now  becoming  more  and  more  the  opinion 
of  serious  Christians,  that  when  Israel  shall  be 
converted  to  their  long-rejected  Messiah,  they  will 
be  gathered  from  their  dispersions,  and  reinstated 
in  their  own  land ;  which,  being  rendered  as  fer- 
tile as  in  time  past  (perhaps  much  more  so),  and 
extended  to  the  utmost  limits  of  the  grants  made 
to  the  Patriarchs,  will  yield  them,  in  rich  abun- 
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dance,  all  things  needful  and  comfortable  for  this 
present  life.  It  is  also  thought  that  they  will  live 
in  this  land  under  rulers  of  their  own  nation,  as 
the  vicegerents  of  Messiah  of  David,  or  the  Son  of 
David,  in  entire  peace  and  security,  free  from  in- 
vader or  oppressor,  and  from  the  fear  of  any ;  and 
that  along  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  rich  abun- 
dance, they  will  be  voluntarily  regarded  by  all 
other  nations,  then  truly  converted,  with  peculiar 
love,  and  gratitude,  and  honour,  as  the  source  of 
all  their  spiritual  blessings,  and  especially  as  most 
nearly  related  to  their  common  Messiah  and 
Saviour,  who  is  the  light  of  the  Gentiles,  and  the 
glory  of  his  people  Israel. 

I  would  wish  to  speak  with  much  diffidence 
concerning  any  question,  but  especially  on  a  ques- 
tion on  which  many  wise  and  good  men  differ; 
but  it  sends  a  thrill  of  gladness  through  my  heart, 
that  after  a  diligent  examination  of  the  holy  scrip- 
tures, I  find  it  plainly  predicted  that  they  are  not 
only  to  be  restored  to  their  own  land,*  beloved 

•  "  ^Vhile  the  new,  or  modem  Jerusalem  is  seen  shining  in  the 
midst  of  the  desert,  you  may  observe,  between  Mount  Sion  and  the 
temple,  another  spectacle  of  almost  equal  interest;  it  is  that  of  the 
remnant  of  another  people,  distinct  from  the  rest  of  the  inliabitants; 
a  people  individually  the  objects  of  universal  contempt,  who  suifer 
tlie  most  wanton  outrages  without  a  murmur;  who  endure  wounds 
and  blows  without  a  sigh;  wlio,  when  tlie  sacrifice  of  their  life  is 
demanded,  unhesitatingly  stretch  forth  their  neck  to  the  sabre.  If 
a  member  of  the  community,  thus  cruelly  proscribed  and  abused, 
liappen  to  die,  his  companions  bury  him  clandestinely  during  the 
niglit,  in  the  vallev  of  Jelioshaphat,' within  the  purlieus  of  the  tem- 
ple of  Solomon,  fenter  their  liabitations,  and  you  find  them  in  tlie 
most  squalid  misery,  occupied,  for  the  most  pait,  in  reading  a  mj-s- 
terious  book  to  their  children;  with  whom  again  it  becomes'  a 
manual  for  the  instruction  of  succeeding  generations.  What  these 
wretched  outlaws  from  the  justice  and  compassion  of  the  rest  of  man- 
kind did  in  tlie  first  ages,  tliey  do  still.  Six  times  they  have  witnessed 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and  are  not  yet  discouraged.  Nothing 
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earthly  Jerusalem,  but  to  "  Christ  the  King  of  the 
Jews."  The  intercession  of  him  who  never  "asked," 
without  "  receiving,"  will  yet  prevail  for  the  re- 
mission of  their  sins  ;  "  Father,  forgive  them,  for 
they  know  not  what  they  do."  "  For  Zion's  sake 
will  I  not  hold  my  peace,  and  for  Jerusalem's  sake 
will  I  not  rest,  until  the  righteousness  thereof  go 
forth  as  brightness,  and  the  salvation  thereof  as  a 
lamp  that  burnetii."  (Isa.  Ixii.  1.)  "Thus  saith 
the  Lord,  If  heaven  above  can  be  measured,  and  the 
foundation  of  the  earth  searched  out  beneath,  I 
will  also  cast  off  all  the  seed  of  Israel,  for  all  that 
they  have  done."  "  God  is  not  a  man,  that  he 
should  lie ;  neither  the  son  of  man,  that  he  should 
repent :  hath  he  said,  and  shall  he  not  do  it  ?  or 
hath  he  spoken,  and  shall  he  not  make  it  good  ?" 
Numb,  xxiii.  19. 

When  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  was  asked, 
"  Hath  God  cast  away  his  people  ?"  he  shuddered 
at  the  thought,  and  solemnly  declared  that  God 
had  no  such  thought.     "  God  forbid." 

The  time  fixed  by  the  divine  counsel  for  that 

can  operate  to  divert  their  looks  from  Zion.  We  are  surprised,  no 
doubt,  when  we  observe  the  Jews  scattered  over  the  face  of  the 
earth ;  but  to  experience  an  astonishment  more  lively,  we  have  but 
to  seek  them  in  Jerusalem.  The  legitimate  masters  of  Judea 
should  be  seen  in  their  own  land,  slaves  and  strangers :  they  should 
be  seen  awaiting,  under  the  most  cruel  and  oppressive  of  all  des- 
potisms, a  king  who  is  to  work  their  deliverance.  Near  the  temple, 
of  which  there  does  not  remain  one  stone  upon  another,  they  still 
continue  to  dwell ;  and  with  the  cross,  as  it  were,  planted  upon  their 
heads,  and  bending  them  to  the  earth,  still  cling  to  their  errors,  still 
labour  under  the  same  deplorable  and  affecting  infatuation.  The 
Persians,  the  Greeks,  the  Romans  are  swept  from  the  earth ;  and 
a  petty  tribe,  whose  origin  preceded  that  of  these  gi-eat  nations,  still 
remain  unmixed  among  the  ruins  of  its  native  land.  If  any  thing 
among  nations  Avears  the  chai-acter  of  miracle,  that  characte/is  here 
legibly  impressed." — Chateaubriand's  Travels  in  Palestine,  vol.  x\. 
p.  183. 
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great  event,  the  Restoration  of  Judah  and 
Israel  to  their  own  land,  was  when  "  the  fulness 
of  the  Gentiles  should  be  come,"  (Rom.  xi.  25,) 
that  is,  when  the  Lord  shall  have  accomplished 
the  number  of  his  elect  out  of  this  dispensation. 

That  the  descendants  of  Abraham  are  not  only 
not  in  their  own  land,  but  scattered  over  all  lands, 
it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  prove.  This  fact 
is  established  by  the  strongest  of  all  testimony, 
the  evidence  of  sight.  There  are  few  Jews  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  the  land  which  was  once 
theirs  :  Turks,  Greeks,  Armenians,  Arabians, 
Moors  occupy  it ;  while  we  may  see  the  Jews  dis- 
persed throughout  all  nations,  though  they  remain 
distinct  from  them  all.  There  is  scarcely  a  country 
on  the  face  of  the  earth  where  the  Jews  are  un- 
known. They  are  found  alike  in  Europe,  Asia, 
Africa,  and  America.  They  are  citizens  of  the 
world,  without  a  country  of  their  own.  Neither 
mountains,  nor  rivers,  nor  deserts,  nor  oceans, 
which  are  the  boundaries  of  other  nations,  have 
terminated  their  wanderings.  They  abound  in 
Poland,  in  Holland,  in  Russia,  in  Turkey,  in  Ger- 
many, Italy,  and  France.  In  Persia,  China,  and 
India,  on  the  east  and  west  of  the  Ganges,  they 
are  few  in  numbers  ;  it  had  been  predicted,  *'  They 
should  be  few  in  number  among  the  heathen." 
They  have  trod  the  snows  of  Siberia,  and  the  sands 
of  the  burning  deserts ;  and  the  European  travel- 
ler hears  of  their  existence  in  regions  which  he 
cannot  reach,  even  in  the  very  interior  of  Africa, 
south  of  Timbuctoo.      From  Moscow  to  Lisbon  ; 
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from  Borneo  to  Archangel ;  from  China  to  Britain; 
from  Hindostan  to  Honduras ;  no  inhabitant  of 
any  nation  upon  earth  would  be  known  in  all  the 
intervening  regions,  but  a  Jew  alone.  When  Dr. 
Claudius  Buchanan  was  in  the  east,  the  state  of 
the  Jews  particularly  excited  his  attention.  In 
his  Memorial  respecting  the  Assyrian  Christians, 
presented  to  Marquis  Wellesley,  the  Doctor  no- 
ticed the  existence  of  an  ancient  colony  of  Jews 
on  the  coast  of  Malabar,  particularly  at  Cochin. 
His  first  tour  there  was  from  November  1806,  to 
February  1807;  he  says,  "I  have  been  now  in 
Cochin  or  its  vicinity  for  upwards  of  two  months, 
and  have  got  well  acquainted  with  the  Jews. 
They  do  not  live  in  the  city  of  Cochin,  but  in  the 
town  a  mile  distant  Irom  it,  called  Mattachery  and 
Jews-town.  It  is  almost  wholly  inhabited  by 
Jews,  who  have  two  respectable  synagogues. 
Among  them  are  some  very  intelligent  men,  who 
aie  not  entirely  ignorant  of  the  history  of  nations. 
There  are  also  Jews  here  from  remote  parts  of 
Asia  :  so  that  is  the  foundation  of  intelhgence  con- 
cerning that  people  in  the  east ;  there  being  con- 
stant communication  by  ships  with  the  Red  Sea, 
the  Persian  Gulph,  and  the  mouth  of  the  Indus. 
The  resident  Jews  are  divided  into  two  classes, 
called  the  Jerusalem  or  white  Jews,  and  the  an- 
cient or  black  Jews.  The  white  Jews  reside  at  this 
place.  The  black  Jews  have  also  a  synagogue, 
but  the  great  body  of  that  tribe  inhabit  towns  in 
the  interior  of  the  province."  "  Of  the  white  Jews, 
their  own  history  is  as  follows.      After  the  second 
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temple  was  destroyed,  a  numerous  body  of  men 
and  women,  priests  and  Levites,  emi^ated  to 
India,  when  the  King  of  Malabar  gave  them  a 
place  of  residence,  called  Cranganor.  (This  is 
stated  to  be  about  a.d.  490.)  There  they  were 
joined  by  Jews  from  other  parts,  until,  by  a  quar- 
rel among  themselves,  they  brought  upon  them 
an  Indian  king,  who  killed  many,  and  carried 
others  captive,  whereby  they  were  reduced  to  a 
very  low  estate." 

The  black  Jews,  from  their  Hindoo  complexion 
and  imperfect  resemblance  to  the  European  Jews, 
must  have  arrived  in  India,*  Dr.  B.  thinks,  many 
ages  before  the  white  Jews,  and  were  looked  upon 
by  the  latter  as  an  inferior  race.  He  visited  seve- 
ral towns  of  black  Jews,  in  the  interior  of  the 
country ;  and  wherever  he  went,  he  found  a  me- 
morial of  their  having  been  expelled  from  Judea, 
and  a  confident  hope  of  their  returning  thither 
within  no  long  period. 

How  remarkable !  how  striking  !  where  is  the 
nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  that,  for  a  small 
portion  even  of  the  period  during  which  the 
Jews  have  been  dispersed,  have  preserved  and 
furnished  such  proofs  of  devoted  patriotism  as 
that  people  ?  Strangers  in  every  land,  sojourners 
on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  without  a  home, 
without  a  head,  without  a  point  of  union — yet 
always,    and  every  where,  do  we   behold  every 

♦Several  of  the  blttck  Jews  themselves  assert  that  their  ancestors 
became  Jews  in  the  lime  that  Haman  fell  into  disgrace  at  the  court 
of  Ahasuems,  and  they  prove  it  by  affirming  that  they  were  already 
there  at  the  time  the  wliite  Jews"  came  to  Hindostan.  See  Esther 
viii.  17. 
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wish  concentrated  into  a  return  to  the  land  of 
their  fathers  ;  every  eye  turned  towards  that  spot, 
like  the  different  bodies  of  matter,  drawn  all 
towards  one  common  centre  ;  — 

"  It  is  to  the  east,  the  Hebrew  bends 
His  languid  eye." 

Ah  I  Jerusalem  is  still  the  centre  around  which  the 
exiled  sons  of  Judea  cast  their  wistful  looks,  whilst 
their  hearts  are  repeating  the  hitherto  unhearkened 
prayer  to  God,  "  May  we  be  soon  there  !"  * 

Before  Israel  had  ever  entered  into  the  pro- 
mised land,  Moses  gave  them  a  prophetic  narra- 
tive of  all  that  should  befall  them,  and  set  before 
them  the  blessings  and  the  curses,  their  future 
apostacy,  the  captivity  of  themselves  and  their 
king.  He  plainly  foretells  them  what  hath  hap- 
pened already,  namely,  that  their  city  should  be 
destroyed,  that  they  should  undergo  such  suffer- 
ings as  no  nation  in  existence  hath  yet  under- 
gone ;  indeed,  even  that,  though  a  distinct  nation 
still,  they  should  be  scattered  amongst  other 
nations.  But  the  chosen  prophet  of  God  did  not 
stop  to  foretell  their  calamities,  without  offering 
at  the  same  time  the  consolations  which  they 
should  receive  after  their  sufferings.  The  assur 
ance  is  there,  that  these  miseries  should  not  be 
endless — that  they  should  have  a  limit — that  the 
favour  of  their  God  was  not  forfeited  eternally  — 
nay,  that  even  their  exile  should  be  but  for  a  period. 

*At  the  conchision  of  the  solemn  festivals  of  the  Jews,  they 
repeat  the  following  short  prayer,  nDU^V  D"|'?U^?1''n  Ht^arr  "  The 
year  that  approaches,  O  bring  us  to  Jerusalem." 
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*  The  first  prophecy  concerning  the  final  resto- 
ration of  Israel,  we  find  in  Lev,  xxvi.  40 — 45. 
"  If  they  shall  confess  their  iniquity,  and  the  ini- 
quity of  their  fathers,  with  their  trespass  whicli 
they  have  trespassed  against  me,  and  that  also 
they  have  walked  contrary  unto  me  ;  and  that  I 
also  have  walked  contrary  unto  them,  and  have 
brought  them  into  the  land  of  their  enemies ;  if 
then  their  uncircumcised  hearts  be  humbled,  and 
they  then  accept  of  the  punishment  of  their  ini- 
quity ;  then  will  I  remember  my  covenant  with 
Jacob,  and  also  ray  covenant  with  Isaac,  and  also 
my  covenant  with  Abraham  will  1  remember; 
and  I  will  remember  the  land.  The  land  also 
shall  be  left  of  them,  and  shall  enjoy  her  Sabbath, 
while  she  lieth  desolate  without  them :  and  they 
shall  accept  of  the  punishment  of  their  iniquity  : 
because,  even  because  they  despised  my  judg- 
ments, and  because  their  soul  abhorred  my  sta- 
tutes. And  yet  for  all  that,  when  they  be  in  the 
land  of  their  enemies,  I  will  not  cast  them  away, 
neither  will  I  abhor  them,  to  destroy  them  utterly, 
and  to  break  my  covenant  with  them :  for  I  am 
the  Lord  their  God.  But  I  will  for  their  sakes 
remember  the  covenant  of  their  ancestors,  whom 
I  brought  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  in  the 
sight  of  the  heathen,  that  I  might  be  their  God  : 
I  am  the  Lord.     And  in  the,"  &c. 

*  As  those  wines  which  How  from  the  first  treading  out  of  the 
grapes  are  sweeter  and  better  than  those  forced  out  of  the  press, 
which  jnves  the  roughness  of  the  husk  and  of  the  stone;  so  are 
those  doctrines  best  and  wholesomest,  which  flow  from  a  gentle 
crush  of  the  scriptures,  and  are  not  wrung  into  controversies." 
— Lord  Bacon. 
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Deut.  XXX.  3 — 6.  In  which  Moses  delivers 
one  of  his  parting  addresses  to  the  children  of 
Israel,  and  tells  them,  if  by  their  iniquity  they 
should  provoke  God  to  drive  thenfi  out  of  the  land 
of  Canaan,  yet  on  their  repentance,  "  the  Lord 
thy  God  will  turn  thy  captivity,  and  have  compas- 
sion upon  thee,  and  will  return  and  gather  thee 
from  all  the  nations,  whither  the  Lord  thy  God 
hath  scattered  thee.  If  any  of  thine  be  driven 
out  unto  the  utmost  parts  of  heaven,  from  thence 
will  the  Lord  thy  God  gather  thee;  and  from 
thence  will  he  fetch  thee :  and  the  Lord  thy  God 
will  bring  thee  into  the  land  which  thy  fathers  pos- 
sessed, and  thou  shalt  possess  it ;  and  he  will  do 
thee  good,  and  multiply  thee  above  thy  fathers. 
And  the  Lord  thy  God  will  circumcise  thy  heart, 
and  the  heart  of  thy  seed,  to  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thine  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul, 
that  thou  mayest  live." 

But  do  I  hear  any  one  saying,  that  this  pro- 
phecy was  fulfilled  at  the  return  of  the  Jews 
from  Babylon  ?  There  are  four  reasons  for  con- 
cluding that  it  was  not  then  ultimately  verified. 

(1.)  After  that  captivity,  they  were  not  brought 
from  "  the  uttermost  parts  of  heaven,"  but  almost 
exclusively  from  Babylon. 

(2.)  The  captivity  in  Babylon  was  thus  pre- 
dicted in  Deut.  xxviii.  36.  "  The  Lord  shall  bring 
thee,  and  thy  king  which  thou  shalt  set  over  thee, 
unto  a  nation  which  neither  thou  nor  thy  fathers 
have  known  ;"  and  this  was  fulfilled,  as  recorded 
in  Dan.  i.  I,  2,  "In  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of 
B  2 
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Jehoiakim,  king  of  Judah,  came  Nebuchadnezzar, 
king  of  Babylon,  unto  Jerusalem,  and  besieged  it. 
And  the  Lord  gave  Jehoiakim,  king  of  Judah,  into 
his  hand."  But  in  their  predicted  final  judgment, 
(xxx.  3,  4)  no  mention  is  made  of  their  king, 
inasmuch  as  they  had  then  no  king, — the  sceptre 
having  departed  from  Judah  after  Shiloh  came. 

(3.)  The  Jews  never  afterwards  became  so 
numerous  as  they  had  been  under  David  and  So- 
lomon ;  but  in  the  restoration  they  were  to  be 
"  multiplied  above  their  fathers."  In  connexion 
with  this  passage,  and  in  reference  to  the  great 
increase  of  the  Jewish  people,  consider  the  lan- 
guage of  Hosea  i.  10,  11  :  "The  number  of  the 
children  of  Israel  shall  be  as  the  sand  of  the  sea, 
which  cannot  be  measured  nor  numbered. — Then 
shall  the  children  of  Judah  and  the  children  of 
Israel  be  gathered  together,  and  appoint  them- 
selves one  head,  and  they  shall  come  up  out  of  the 
land :  for  great  shall  be  the  day  of  Jezreel  (seed 
of  God)." 

The  number  of  the  people  who  were  brought 
out  of  Egypt  "  was  about  six  hundred  thousand 
on  foot,  that  were  men,  besides  children.  And  a 
mixed  multitude  went  up  also  with  them."  But 
when  they  came  out  of  Babylon,  "  the  whole  con- 
gregation," as  the  prophet  Nehemiah  informs  us 
in  chap.  vii.  66,  "  the  whole  congregation  together 
was  forty  and  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
three  score  ;  beside  their  manservants  and  their 
maidservants,  of  whom  there  were  seven  thousand 
three  hundred  thirty  and  seven  j  and  they  had  two 
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hundred  forty  and  five  singing-men  and  singing- 
women;"  making,  in  total,  not  quite  fifty  thou- 
sand persons. 

(4.)  In  the  sixth  verse  of  Deut.  xxx.,  it  is 
added,  "  And  the  Lord  thy  God  will  circumcise 
thine  heart,  and  the  heart  of  thy  seed,  to  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine  heart,  and  with  all 
thy  soul,  that  thou  mayest  live." 

But  this  "  circumcision  of  the  heart,"  this  peo- 
ple had  not  yet  received  when  Stephen  addressed 
them  :  "  Ye  stifFnecked  and  uncircumcised  in  heart 
and  ears ;  ye  do  always  resist  the  Holy  Ghost." 
(Acts  vii.  5L) 

Therefore  the  prophecy  of  Moses,  "  He  shall 
multiply  thee  above  thy  fathers ;"  and  of  Hosea, 
that "  the  number  of  the  children  of  Israel  shall  be 
as  the  sand  of  the  sea,  which  cannot  be  measured 
nor  numbered,"  as  well  as  the  circumcision  of 
their  hearts,  cannot  be  referred  to  the  return  of 
the  Jews  from  Babylon,  but  to  their  final,  future, 
and  general  restoration  and  conversion. 

*  I  refer  you  now  to  the  first  chapter  of  the  pro- 
phet Isaiah,  who  prophesied  before  the  captivity, 
in  the  days  of  Uzziah,  Jotham,  Ahaz,  and  Heze- 
kiah,  about  760  before  Christ.  He  is  so  full  in 
his  description  of  the  Saviour,  that  he  hath  been 

*  "  The  same  oracles  which  attest  the  first  coming  of  Christ,  as 
if  impatient  to  be  confined  to  so  narro^y  bounds,  overflow  as  it  were 
into  the  future,  and  expatiate  on  the  principal  facts  of  his  second 
coming.  By  the  divine  artifice,  if  I  may  so  speak,  the  two  dispen- 
sations, the  Jewish  and  the  Christian,  are  closely  tied  together,  or 
rather  compacted  together,  into  one  harmonious  system.  The 
events  which  both  these  prophetic  schemes  point  out,  are  so  distri- 
buted through  all  time,  as  to  furnish  successively  to  the  several 
ages  of  the  world  the  means  of  a  fresh  and  still  growing  conviction." 
— Bishop  Hiird. 


32 

called  the  fifth  evangelist.  He  describes  minutely 
his  birth,  (vii.  14)  —  his  sufferings  and  death,  (liii.) 
—  his  kingdom  and  glory,  (lii.  and  liv.)  The  con- 
version of  Israel  is  foretold  in  the  18th  and  25th 
verses :  "  Come  now,  and  let  us  reason  together, 
saith  the  Lord ;  though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet, 
they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow ;  though  they  be 
red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wool."  "And 
I  will  turn  my  hand  upon  thee,  and  purely  purge 
away  thy  dross,  and  take  away  all  thy  tin." 
And  their  restoration  in  the  26th  and  27th  verses : 
"  And  1  will  restore  thy  judges  as  at  the  first,  and 
thy  counsellors  as  at  the  beginning ;  afterward 
thou  shalt  be  called  The  city  of  righteousness, 
the  faithful  city.  Zion  shall  be  redeemed  with 
judgment,  and  her  converts  with  righteousness." 

The  tenth  chapter  contains  a  most  expressive 
prophecy ;  "  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that 
day,  that  the  remnant  of  Israel,  and  such  as  are 
escaped  of  the  house  of  Jacob,  shall  no  more  again 
stay  upon  him  that  smote  them,  but  shall  stay 
upon  the  Lord,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  in  truth." 
"  The  remnant  shall  return,  even  the  remnant  of 
Jacob,  unto  the  mighty  God  "IID:)  '?^^.  "  The  con- 
sumption decreed  shall  overflow  with  righteous- 
ness." (x.  20,  21,  22.) 

The  words  rendered  "  the  mighty  God,"  signify 
God  the  mighty  man,  Christ  Jesus,  to  whom  it  is 
that  the  remnant  shall  return,  even  the  remnant  of 
Jacob. 

The  prophet  is  speaking  in  the  eleventh  chap- 
ter of  the  day  of  the  gospel ;  "  And  it  shall  come 
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to  pass  in  that  day,  that  the  Lord  shall  set  his 
hand  again  the  second  time  to  recover  the  rem- 
nant of  his  people  which  shall  be  left  from  Assy- 
ria, and  from  Egypt,  and  from  Pathros,  and  from 
Cash,  and  from  Elam,  and  from  Shinar,  and  from 
Hamath,  and  from  the  islands  of  the  sea.  A.nd 
he  shall  set  up  an  ensign  for  the  nations,  and 
shall  assemble  the  outcasts  of  Israel,  and  gather 
together  the  dispersed  of  Judah  from  the  four 
corners  of  the  earth.  The  envy  also  of  Ephraim 
shall  depart,  and  the  adversaries  of  Judah  shall 
be  cut  off;  Ephraim  shall  not  envy  Judah,  and 
Judah  shall  not  vex  Ephraim."    (1 1 — 14.) 

This  prediction  of  the  restoration  of  Israel  to 
their  own  land  is  so  plain  and  striking,  that  it  can- 
not possibly  be  applied  to  the  restoration  from 
Babylon. 

(1.)  It  speaks  of  a  second  recovery  of  the 
people  of  the  Jews  ;  there  has  never  been  more 
than  one  restoration  of  the  whole  nation,  which 
was  when  they  were  delivered  out  of  Egypt,  as 
we  have  seen  their  partial  restoration  from  Baby- 
lon does  not  correspond  with  the  fulness  of  the 
language  of  prophecy. 

(2.)  It  is  to  be  in  the  times  of  the  Messiah. 

(3.)  The  ten  tribes,  "the  outcasts  of  Israel," 
were  never  yet  restored. 

(4.)  To  gather  together  the  dispersed  of  Judah 
from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth,  which  is  the 
restoration  of  the  two  tribes  from  the  dispersion 
in  all  lands,  and  not  from  the  captivity  under  one 
nation. 
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Mark  also  the  discriminating  accuracy  of  the 
prophetic  language  in  this  passage,  and  how 
beautifully  the  union  of  the  long-lost  ten  tribes 
with  Judah  and  Benjamin  is  predicted.  "  The 
envy  of  Ephraim  shall  depart,  and  the  adversaries 
of  Judah  shall  be  cut  off."  "Ephraim,"  that  is, 
the  ten  tribes,  "  shall  not  envy  Judah  (the  two 
tribes),  and  Judah  (the  two  tribes)  shall  not  vex 
Ephraim  (the  ten  tribes) ;"  all  their  enmity  shall 
be  for  ever  done  away,  and  henceforth  they  shall 
jointly  form  only  one  nation. 

"  Look  upon  Zion,  the  city  of  our  solemnities ; 
thine  eyes  shall  see  Jerusalem  a  quiet  habitation, 
a  tabernacle  that  shall  not  be  taken  down ;  not 
one  of  the  stakes  thereof  shall  ever  be  removed, 
neither  shall  any  of  the  cords  thereof  be  broken. 
But  there  the  glorious  Lord  will  be  unto  us  a 
place  of  broad  rivers  and  streams,  wherein  shall 
go  no  galley  with  oars,  neither  shall  gallant  ships 
pass  thereby.  For  the  Lord  is  our  Judge,  the 
Lord  is  our  Lawgivei',  the  Lord  is  our  King,  he 
will  save  us ;"  "  the  jjeople  that  dwell  therein 
shall  be  forgiven  their  iniquity."  (Isaiah  xxxiii. 
20,  21,  22,  24.) 

Chapter  Ix.  of  Isaiah  is  throughout  a  prophecy 
of  Israel's  future  and  final  restoration,  and  enters 
into  many  of  the  details  connected  with  it. 

In  chap.  Ixi.  verse  4 :  "And  they  shall  build  the 
old  wastes,  they  shall  raise  up  the  former  desola- 
tions, and  they  shall  repair  the  waste  cities,  the 
desolations  of  many  generations." 

That  this   building   the  old  wastes  does  not 
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mean  the  rebuilding  of  Jerusalem  at  the  return 
from  Babylon  is  evident,  from  their  being  called 
the  desolations  of  many  generations ;  and  Jeru- 
salem was  never,  after  Isaiah's  days,  long  together 
preserved  from  hostile  invasion. 

In  verse  7 :  "  For  your  shame  ye  shall  have 
double;  and  for  confusion  they  shall  rejoice  in 
their  portion:  therefore  in  their  land  they  shall 
possess  the  double :  everlasting  joy  shall  be  unto 
them."  "  Ye  shall  have  double ;"  an  allusion  to 
God's  blessing  Job  after  his  afflictions ;  when  he 
gave  him  double  to  what  he  had  before :  see  also 
Isaiah  xl.  2.  Jerusalem  is  to  be  spoken  comfort- 
ably to,  and  her  warfare  is  to  be  accomplished, 
and  her  iniquity  pardoned,  after  that  "  she  hath 
received  of  the  Lord's  hand  double  for  all  her 
sins." 

"It  has  been  generally  supposed  that,  in 
chapter  Ixii.,  Zion  is  an  allusion  to  the  church ; 
yet  the  description  there  given  does  not  favour 
such  an  interpretation ;  for  when  was  the  church 
forsaken,  and  her  land  desolate  ?  her  corn  meat 
for  her  enemies,  and  her  vine  drunken  by  stran- 
gers? Does  not  this  much  better  suit  the  literal 
Zion,  or  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  land  of 
Judea  ?" — Eyre. 

*  The  prophet  Jeremiah  prophesied  at  Jerusa- 

*  "  The  history  of  prophecy  consists  of  two  relatives,  the  prophecy 
and  the  accomplishment;  whence  the  nature  of  it  requires  that 
every  scripture  prophecy  be  compared  with  the  event,  through  all 
the  ages  of  the  world,  for  the  better  confinnation  of  the  faith,  and 
the  better  information  of  the  church,  with  regard  to  the  interpreta- 
tion of  prophecy  not  yet  fulfilled.  But  here  we  must  allow  the 
latitude  which  is  peculiar  and  familiar  to  divine  prophecies;  which 
have  their  completion  not  only  at  stated  times,  but  in  succession, 
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lem  near  the  time  of  the  captivity,  and  daring  part 
of  it.  He  began  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  Josiah, 
and  continued  about  forty- three  years.  AVhen 
proud  Babylon  was  at  the  height  of  her  prosperity, 
he  foretells  that  she  should  sink  to  rise  no  more. 
The  destruction  of  Babylon  is  accurately  foretold, 
in  terms  applicable  likewise  to  the  mystical  Baby- 
lon, or  Antichrist. 

He  also  predicts  the  abolition  of  the  ritual  law, 
and  the  union  of  Judah  and  Israel  in  one  faith ; 
their  conversion  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  restoration 
to  their  own  land.  And  this  is  the  view  taken  by 
the  Jewish  doctors  on  this  subject. 

"  The  law  which  a  man  learns  in  this  age  is 
vanity,  if  it  be  compared  with  the  law  of  the  Mes- 
siah:'—Midrash,  Coheleth,  fol.  96.4. 

"In  the  times  of  the  Messiah,  there  shall  be  no 
remembrance  of  the  deliverance  from  Egypt,  as 
saith  Jeremiah,  xxxiii.  7.  And  if  the  deliverance 
from  Egypt  is  no  more  to  be  remembered,  surely 
those  ceremonies  which  were  appointed  to  keep 
that  deliverance  in  mind  will  be  done  away." — 
Michilta,  fol.  16.  i.  Ben  Soma. 

"The  law  shall  be  abolished,  when  he  that  is 
to  come  shall  come.  The  time  will  come  that  the 
command  which  forbids  to  eat  swine's  flesh  will 
be  overturned,  and  remission  shall  be  given  to 
eat." — Rahhy  Joseph^  Tahnud  Nidda  Perek,  Sect. 

as  participating  of  the  nature  of  their  author,  with  whom  a  tliou- 
sand  years  are  but  as  one  day,  and  therefore  not  fulfilled  punctually 
at  once,  but  have  a  growing  accomplishment  through  many  ages ; 
though  the  height  or  fulness  of  them  may  refer  to  a  single  age  or 
moment." — Lord  Bacon, "  De  Augmentis  Scientianim." 
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9.  Darf.  pag.  61,  written  by  Rabhy  Johanan,  who 
lived  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Gamaliel. 

"The  Lord  will  make  lawful  (to  eat),  on  the 
arrival  of  the  Messiah,  all  unclean  beasts  :  "  by 
which  the  Rabbies  themselves  believed  that  the 
law  of  Moses  shall  be  abolished,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  Messiah ;  i.  e.  the  ceremonial  and  political 
part  of  the  law. — Yalkut  Rahini. 

The  conversion  as  well  as  the  restoration  of 
Israel  and  Judah  is  again  foretold  in  chap.  iii.  18, 
21,  23. — "In  those  days  the  house  of  Judah  shall 
walk  with  the  house  of  Israel,  and  they  shall  come 
together  out  of  the  land  of  the  north  to  the  land 
that  I  have  given  for  an  inheritance  unto  your 
fathers"  (which  in  its  full  extent,  as  the  boundaries 
were  given  to  Abraham,  the  people  never  pos- 
sessed, Gen.  XV.  18,  &c.) 

"  A  voice  was  heard  upon  the  high  places, 
weeping  and  supplications  of  the  children  of 
Israel:" — and  when  the  Lord  invites  them, 
"  Return,  ye  backsliding  children,  and  I  will  heal 
your  backslidings,"  they  answer,  "  Behold,  we 
come  unto  thee  ;  for  thou  art  the  Lord  our  God. 
Truly  in  vain  is  salvation  hoped  for  from  the  hills, 
and  from  the  multitude  of  mountains  :  truly  in  the 
Lord  our  God  is  the  salvation  of  Israel." 

"Therefore,  behold,  the  days  come,  saith  the 
Lord,  that  it  shall  no  more  be  said.  The  Lord 
liveth,  that  brought  up  the  children  of  Israel  out 
of  the  land  of  Egypt ;  but  The  Lord  liveth,  that 
brought  up  the  children  of  Israel  from  the  land  of 
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the  north,  and  from  all  the  lands  whither  he  had 
driven  them:  and  I  will  bring  them  again  into 
their  land  that  I  gave  unto  their  fathers, — And 
Jirst  I  will  recompense  their  iniquity  and  their  sin 
double"  (the  Babylonian  and  Roman  captivity). 
(xvi.  14,  15,  18.) 

In  chapter  xxiii.,  vre  find  a  very  clear  prophecy 
of  Israel's  restoration,  and  that  final,  under  the 
Messiah,  and  which  cannot  therefore  be  referred 
to  the  return  from  Babylon.  "  I  will  gather  the 
remnant  of  my  flock  out  of  all  countries  whither 
I  have  driven  them,  and  will  bring  them  again  to 
their  folds;  and  they  shall  be  fruitful  and  increase. 
And  I  will  set  up  shepherds  over  them,  which 
shall  feed  them :  and  they  shall  fear  no  more,  nor 
be  dismayed,  neither  shall  they  be  lacking,  saith 
the  Lord.  Behold,  the  days  come,  saith  the  Lord, 
that  I  will  raise  unto  David  a  righteous  Branch, 
and  a  king  shall  reign  and  prosper,  and  shall 
execute  judgment  and  justice  in  the  earth.  In  his 
days  Judah  shall  be  saved,  and  Israel  shall  dwell 
safely ;  and  this  is  his  name  whereby  he  shall  be 
called.  The  Lord  our  Righteousness.  There- 
fore, behold,  the  days  ceme,  saith  the  Lord,  that 
they  shall  no  more  say.  The  Lord  liveth,  which 
brought  up  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  Egypt; 
but  The  Lord  liveth,  which  brought  up,  and  which 
led  the  seed  of  the  house  of  Israel  out  of  the 
north  country,  and  from  all  countries  whither  I 
have  driven  them ;  and  they  shall  dwell  in  their 
own  land."  (xxiii,  3  —  8.*) 

•  It  may  be  asked,  How  is  it  possible  to  ascertain  whether  or 
not  these  scriptures  are  fulfilled?     It  is  presumed  the  following 
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"  For,  lo,  the  days  come,  saith  the  Lord,  that  I 
will  bring  again  the  captivity  of  my  people  Israel 
and  Judah,  saith  the  Lord ;  and  I  will  cause  them 
to  return  to  the  land  that  I  gave  to  their  fathers, 
and  they  shall  possess  it.  For  it  shall  come  to 
pass  in  that  day,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  that  I 
will  break  his  yoke  from  off  his  neck,  and  will 
burst  thy  bonds,  and  strangers  shall  no  more 
serve  themselves  of  him."  (xxx.  3,  8.)  This  pro- 
mise had  not  yet  received  its  accomplishment  at 
the  return  of  the  Jews  under  Cyrus ;  for  after  that, 
they  were  reduced  to  servitude  by  the  Greeks  and 
the  Romans ;  and  at  the  present  time  there  is  no 
place  in  the  world  where  they  can  be  said  to  be 
their  own  masters. 

"Thus  saith  the  Lord:  Behold,  I  will  bring 
again  the  captivity  of  Jacob's  tents,  and  have 
mercy  on  his  dwelling-places ;  and  the  city  shall 
be  builded  upon  her  own  heap  (little  hill),  and 
the  palace  shall  remain  after  the  manner  thereof. 
And  out  of  them  shall  proceed  thanksgiving,  and 
the  voice  of  them  that  make  merry ;  and  I  will 

multiply  them,  and  they  shall  not  be  few Their 

children  also  shall  be  as  aforetime,  and  their 
congregation  shall  be  established  before  me,  and 
I  will  punish  all  that  oppress  them.     And  their 

rules  will  be  sufficient  to  shew,  that  prophecies  relating  to  their 
conversion  and  restoration  are  yet  unfulfilled. 

1.  When  Judah  and  Israel  are  both  included  in  promised  bless- 
ings, as  in  Isaiah  xi.  12. 

2.  When  permanent  blessings  are  promised  to  them,  as  in  Ezekiel 
xxxix.  29. 

3.  When  the  time  for  the  fulfilment  is  designated  "  The  latter 
days,"  as  in  Hosea  iii.  5. 

4.  When  they  are  accompanied  by  predictions  of  universal  peace, 
purity,  and  happiness,  as  in  Isaiah  xi. 
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nobles  (or  rather  their  great  one,  "nHK)  shall  be 
of  themselves,  and  their  governor  shall  proceed 
from  the  midst  of  them ;  and  I  will  cause  him  to 
draw  near,  and  he  shall  approach  unto  me:  for 
who  is  this  that  engageth  his  heart  to  approach 
unto  me?  saith  the  Lord."  (See  Dan.  vii.  13.) 
"And  ye  shall  be  my  people,  and  I  shall  be  your 
God."  (xxx.  18  —  22.) 

When  Christ  arose,  and  ascended  to  the  media- 
torial throne,  as  high  priest  and  liing  in  one  per- 
son, and  in  this  character  drew  near  before  God 
in  behalf  of  his  people  ;  having  engaged  his  heart 
to  pass  through  all  his  previous  sufferings,  as  their 
all-atoning  sacrifice ;  the  prediction  was  in  this 
respect  literally  fulfilled:  and  when  Israel  and 
Judah  shall  believe  in  this  Prince  and  Saviour, 
and  submit  to  him,  they  shall  be  restored  to  their 
own  land,  and  the  ^^•hole  will  be  fully  accom- 
plished. In  the  last  verse  of  this  thirtieth  chapter, 
Jeremiah  intimates  the  time  to  which  the  pro- 
phecy refers :  "  In  the  latter  days,"  he  says,  "  ye 
shall  consider  it."  Now  as  these  words,  "  the 
latter  days,"  always  signify  the  times  after  the 
first  coming  of  Christ,  this  prediction  cannot  be 
applied  to  the  return  fi"om  the  Babylonish  cap- 
tivity. 

So  likewise,  in  chapter  xxxi.,  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah resumes  the  subject  of  Israel's  restoration. 
"  At  the  same  time,  saith  the  Lord,"  that  is,  in 
the  latter  days  of  the  gospel,  "  will  I  be  the  God 
of  all  the  families  of  Israel,  and  they  shall  be 
my  people,     l^ehold,  I  will  bring  them  from  the 
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north  country,  and  gather  them  from  the  coasts 

of  the  earth; a  great  company  shall  return 

thither."  Mark,  in  the  next  verse,  their  conver- 
sion :  "  They  shall  come  with  weeping,  and  with 
supplications  will  I  lead  them."  (xxxi.  1,  8,  9.) 

The  fifteenth  verse  had  its  accomplishment  in 
the  time  of  Christ's  first  coming,  as  quoted  by 
St.  Matthew,  ii.  17,  18.  But  in  the  verses  16  and 
17,  their  return  is  intimated;  "Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  refrain  thy  voice  from  weeping,  and  thine 
eyes  from  tears :  for  thy  works  shall  be  rewarded, 
saith  the  Lord ;  and  they  shall  come  again  from 
the  land  of  the  enemy.  And  there  is  hope  in 
thine  end,  saith  the  Lord,  that  thy  children  shall 
come  again  to  their  own  border." 

In  the  next  three  verses,  we  have  the  conversion 
of  Ephraim,  the  ten  tribes,  foretold;  ver.  31 — 33. 
"  Behold,  the  days  come,  saith  the  Lord,  that  I 
will  make  a  new  covenant  with  the  house  of  Israel, 
and  with  the  house  of  Judah  ;  not  according  to 
the  covenant  that  I  made  with  their  fathers,  in 
the  day  that  I  took  them  by  the  hand,  to  bring 
them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt ;  {which  my  cove- 
nant they  brake,  although  I  was  an  husband  unto 
them,  saith  the  Lord ;)  but  this  shall  be  the  cove- 
nant that  I  will  make  with  the  house  of  Israel ; 
after  those  days,  saith  the  Lord,  I  will  put  my  law 
in  their  inward  parts,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts ; 
and  they  shall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be  their 
God."     (See  also  Isaiah  lix.  20,  21.)  * 

*  Kimchi,  on  Jeremiah  xxx.  31,  says,  "  It  is  a  new  covenant,  be- 
cause it  shall  be  observed,  and  not  abolished,  like  the  covenant 
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And  at  ver.  35 — 40,  there  is  a  most  solemn  de- 
claration, that  God  will  never  cast  oflf  his  people. 
"  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  which  giveth  the  sun  for  a 
light  by  day,  and  the  ordinances  of  the  moon  and 
of  the  stars  for  a  light  by  night,  which  divideth 
the  sea  when  the  waves  thereof  roar ;  the  Lord  of 
Hosts  is  his  name :  if  those  ordinances  depart  from 
before  me,  saith  the  Lord,  then  the  seed  of  Israel 
shall  also  cease  from  being  a  nation  before  me  for 
ever.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  if  heaven  above  can 
be  measured,  and  the  foundations  of  the  earth 
searched  out  beneath,  I  will  also  cast  off  all  the 
seed  of  Israel,  for  all  that  they  have  done,  saith 
the  Lord.  Behold,  the  days  come,  that  the  city 
shall  be  built  to  the  Lord,  from  the  tower  of  Ila- 
naneel  unto  the  gate  of  the  corner.  And  the  mea- 
suring-line shall  yet  go  forth  over  against  it  upon 
the  hill  Gareb,  and  shall  compass  about  to  Goath. 
And  the  whole  valley  of  the  dead  bodies,  and  of 
the  ashes,  and  all  the  fields  unto  the  brook  of 
Kidron,  unto  the  corner  of  the  horse-gate  towards 
the  east,  shall  be  holy  unto  the  Lord  ;  it  shall  not 
be  plucked  up,  nor  thrown  down,  any  more  for 
ever."  These  last  words  render  it  most  evident 
that  this  prophecy  is  not  yet  fulfilled. 

In  chapter  xxxiii.  is  a  most  clear  prophecy,  that 
in  the  days  of  the  gospel,  Israel  and  Judah  shall 
be  reinstated  in  the  possession  of  their  land  :  and 
mark  the  concluding  part ;  "  And  the  word  of  the 

which  God  made  with  the  children  of  Israel  at  Mount  Sinai." 
Mischech  says,  "  The  phrase,  a  new  covenant,  ought  to  be  particu- 
larly noticed,  for  it  means,  that  all  covenants  would  be  taken  away, 
as  of  no  longer  force  and  authority." 
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Lord  came  unto  Jeremiah,  saying,  Thus  saith  the 
Lord ;  if  ye  can  break  my  covenant  of  the  day 
and  my  covenant  of  the  night,  and  that  there 
should  not  be  day  and  night  in  their  season,  then 
may  also  my  covenant  be  broken  with  David  my 
servant,  that  he  should  not  have  a  son  to  reign 
upon  his  throne ;  and  vrith  the  Levites  and  priests 
my  ministers.  As  the  host  of  heaven  cannot  be 
numbered,  neither  the  sand  of  the  sea  measured, 
so  will  I  multiply  the  seed  of  David  my  servant, 
and  th'e  Levites  that  minister  unto  me."  (ver.  19 — 
22.) 

In  chapter  1.  of  Jeremiah,  "  In  those  days,  and 
in  that  time,  saith  the  Lord,  the  children  of  Israel 
shall  come,  they  and  the  children  of  Judah  toge- 
ther, going  and  w'eeping  :  they  shall  go,  and 
seek  the  Lord  their  God.  They  shall  ask  the  way 
to  Zion,  with  their  faces  thitherw-ard,  saying, 
Come,  and  let  us  join  ourselves  to  the  Lord  in 
a  perpetual  covenant  that  shall  not  be  forgotten. 
x4Lnd  I  will  bring  Israel  again  to  his  habitation, 
and  he  shall  feed  on  Carmel  and  Bashan,  and 
his  soul  shall  be  satisfied  upon  Mount  Ephraim 
and  Gilead.  In  those  days,  and  in  that  time, 
saith  the  Lord,  the  iniquity  of  Israel  shall  be 
sought  for,  and  there  shall  be  none  ;  and  the  sins 
of  Judah,  and  they  shall  not  be  found ;  for  I 
pardon  them  whom  I  reserve."  (1,  4,  5,  19,  20.) 

Arm  of  the  Lord — awake,  awake  I  is.  u.  o. 

The  yoke  of  Judah's  bondage  break ; 

Tear  from  her  captive  neck  the  chain, 

And  raise  her  from  the  dust  again.  is.  lu.  2. 
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Awake — as  in  the  days  of  old, 

Bring  back  the  wanderers  to  thy  fold; 

Shall  Israel's  sons  for  ever  rove, 

Far  from  the  house  and  land  they  love  ? 

Oh !  no,  before  my  gladdening  eyes 

I  see  the  star  of  Jacob  rise; 

The  fulness  of  the  Isles  is  come,  Numb.  xxiv.  I7. 

Return,  ye  exiled  cliildren,  home !  Rom.  xi. ». 

They  come,  they  come,  on  every  side,  jer.  li.  4,  b. 

To  Zion  bend,  a  whelming  tide; 

To  Zion  bend — no  more  to  stray. 

The  veil,  the  veil,  is  torn  away !  2  Cor.  iii.  lo. 

Before  their  steps,  where'er  they  go, 

Peace  like  a  river  deep  shall  flow ;  u.  xiviii.  is. 

The  conqueror  shall  conquered  be, 

And  captive  led  captivity.  Eph.  iv.  8. 

Turn  now  to  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  who  executed 
his  office  among  the  captives  in  Chaldea.  He 
began  in  the  eighth  year  of  Jehoiakim's  captivity, 
and  continued  nineteen  years,  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  time  that  Jeremiah  was  employed  at 
Jerusalem,  and  till  some  time  after  the  destruction 
of  the  city.  He  foretells  Christ  as  the  Shepherd, 
Ezek.  xxxiv.  23  ;  xxxvii.  24. 

In  chap.  xi.  13,  after  the  prophet  cried,  "  Ah 
Lord  God,  wilt  thou  make  a  full  end  of  the 
remnant  of  Israel?"  he  receives  this  gracious 
answer  from  the  Lord ;  "  Therefore  say,  Thus 
saith  the  Lord  God ;  Although  I  have  cast  them 
far  off  among  the  heathen,  and  although  I  have 
scattered  them  among  the  countries,  yet  will  I 
be  to  them  as  a  little  sanctuary,  in  the  countries 
where  they  shall  come.  Therefore  say.  Thus 
saith  the  Lord  God,  I  will  even  gather  you  from 
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the  people  (Hebrew,  peoples,  D''D!iJn  p)  and  as- 
semble you  out  of  the  countries  where  ye  have 
been  scattered,  and  I  will  give  you  the  land  of 
Israel.  And  I  will  give  them  one  heart,  and  I 
will  put  a  new  spirit  within  you ;  and  I  will  take 
the  stony  heart  out  of  their  flesh,  and  will  give 
them  an  heart  of  flesh."  (xi.  16,  17,  19.) 

In  chap.  XX.,  beginning  at  ver.  34 ;  "  And  I  will 
bring  you  out  from  the  people,  and  will  gather 
you  out  of  the  countries  wherein  ye  are  scattered, 
with  a  mighty  hand,  and  with  a  stretched-out 
arm,  and  with  fury  poured  out ;  and  I  will  bring 
you  into  the  wilderness  of  the  people,  and  there 
will  I  plead  with  you  face  to  face.  Like  as  I 
pleaded  with  your  fathers  in  the  wilderness  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  so  will  I  plead  with  you,  saith 
the  Lord  God.  (See  Numbers  xiv.  22—24.)  And 
I  will  cause  you  to  pass  under  the  rod,  and  I  will 
bring  you  into  the  bond  of  the  covenant :  and  I 
will  purge  out  from  among  you  the  rebels,  and 
them  that  transgress  against  me :  I  will  bring 
them  forth  out  of  the  country  where  they  sojourn, 
and  they  shall  not  enter  into  the  land  of  Israel ; 
and  ye  shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord."  (xx. 
34—38.) 

The  Lord  will  purge  those  Jews  who,  though 
bending  to  Zion,  yet  reject  in  their  hearts  still 
Jesus  of  Nazareth — their  Redeemer;  but  the 
remnant,  the  remnant  left  shall  enter  Canaan  with 
joy  and  gladness.  "  For  in  mine  holy  mountain, 
in  the  mountain  of  the  height  of  Israel,  ^ith  the 
Lord  God,  there  shall  all  the  house  of  Israel,  all 
c 
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of  them  in  the  land,  serve  me: — I  will  accept 
you  with  your  sweet  savour,  when  I  bring  you 
out  from  the  people,  and  gather  you  out  of  the 
countries  wherein  ye  have  been  scattered ;  and 
I  will  be  sanctified  in  you  before  the  heathen. 
And  ye  shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  when  I 
shall  bring  you  into  the  land  of  Israel,  into  the 
country  for  the  which  I  lifted  up  mine  hand  to 
give  it  to  your  fathers.  And  ye  shall  know  that 
I  am  the  Lord,  when  I  have  wrought  with  you  for 
my  name's  sake,  not  according  to  your  wicked  ways, 
nor  according  to  your  corrupt  doings,  O  ye  house 
of  Israel,  saith  the  Lord  God."  (xx.  40  —  42,  44.) 

Jehovah  thus  speaks,  in  chap,  xxviii.  24  —  26. 
"  And  there  shall  be  no  more  a  pricking  brier 
unto  the  house  of  Israel,  nor  any  grieving  thorn 
(see  Numb,  xxxiii.  55),  of  all  that  are  round 
about  them,  that  despised  them ;  and  they  shall 
know  that  I  am  the  Lord  God.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  God,  When  I  shall  have  gathered  the  house 
of  Israel  from  the  people  among  whom  they  are 
scattered,  and  shall  be  sanctified  in  them  in  the 
sight  of  the  heathen,  then  shall  they  dwell  in 
tlieir  land  that  I  have  given  to  my  servant  Jacob. 
And  they  shall  dwell  safely  (margin,  stabilityj 
therein,  and  shall  build  houses,  and  plant  vine- 
yards; yea,  they  shall  dwell  with  confidence, 
when  I  have  executed  judgments  upon  all  those 
that  despise  them  round  about  them ;  and  they 
shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  their  God." 

The  whole  of  the  chapters  from  xxxvi.  to  xl. 
bear  upon  the  subject  of  the  restoration  of  Israel ; 
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no  other  verse  is  introduced  at  all.  "  But  ye,  O 
mountains  of  Israel,  ye  shall  shoot  forth  your 
branches,  and  yield  your  fruit  to  my  people  of 
Israel ;  for  they  are  at  hand  to  come.  For,  behold, 
I  am  for  you,  and  I  will  turn  unto  you,  and  ye 
shall  be  tilled  and  sown  ;  and  I  will  multiply  men 
upon  you,  all  the  house  of  Israel,  even  all  of 
it;  —  and  I  will  settle  you  after  your  old  estates, 
and  will  do  better  unto  you  than  at  your  begin- 
nings;  yea,  I  will  cause  men  to  walk  upon  you, 
even  my  people  Israel. — Neither  will  I  cause 
men  to  hear  in  thee  the  shame  of  the  heathen  any 
more,  neither  shalt  thou  bear  the  reproach  of 
the  people  any  more,  neither  shalt  thou  cause 
the  nations  (Israel  and  Judah)  to  fall  any  more, 
saith  the  Lord  God.  (xxxvi.  8 — 15.)  For  I  will 
take  you  from  among  the  heathen,  and  gather 
you  out  of  all  countries,  and  will  bring  you  into 
your  own  land.  Then  will  I  sprinkle  clean  water 
upon  you,  and  ye  shall  be  clean :  from  all  your 
filthiness,  and  from  all  your  idols,  will  I  cleanse 
you.  A  new  heart  also  will  I  give  you,  and  a 
new  spirit  will  I  put  within  you ;  and  I  will  take 
away  the  stony  heart  out  of  your  flesh,  and  I 
will  give  you  an  heart  of  flesh.  And  I  will  put 
my  Spirit  within  you,  and  cause  you  to  walk  in 
my  statutes,  and  ye  shall  keep  my  judgments,  and 
do  them.  And  ye  shall  dwell  in  the  land  that  I 
gave  to  your  fathers ;  and  ye  shall  be  my  people, 
and  I  will  be  your  God.  I  will  also  save  you 
from  all  your  uncleanness. — In  the  day  that  I 
shall  have  cleansed  you  from  all  your  iniquities, 
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/  will  also  cause  you  to  dwell  in  the  cities,  and 
the  wastes  shall  be  builded. —  And  they  shall  say, 
This  land  that  was  desolate  is  become  like  the 
garden  of  Eden. —  I  the  Lord  have  spoken  it,  and 
I  will  do  it.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  I  will 
yet  for  this  be  inquired  of  by  the  house  of  Israel 
to  do  it  for  them ;  I  will  increase  them  with  men 
like  a  flock.  As  the  holy  flock,  as  the  flock  of 
Jerusalem  in  her  solemn  feasts,  so  shall  the  waste 
cities  be  filled  with  flocks  of  men ;  and  they  shall 
know  that  I  am  the  Lord."  (ver.  24  to  the  end.) 

I  now  point  you  to  the  clearest  of  the  predic- 
tions concerning  the  restoration  and  conversion 
of  Israel,  referring  to  times  yet  future.  Chap. 
xxxvii.  15,  to  the  end. 

"  The  word  of  the  Lord  came  again  unto  me, 
saying,  Moreover,  thou  son  of  man,  take  thee 
one  stick,  and  write  upon  it,  For  Judah,  and  for 
the  children  of  Israel  his  companions  :  then  take 
another  stick,  and  write  upon  it.  For  Joseph,  the 
stick  of  Ephraim,  and  for  all  the  house  of  Israel 
his  companions :  and  join  them  one  to  another  into 
one  stick;  and  they  shall  become  one  in  thine 
hand.  And  when  the  children  of  thy  people  shall 
speak  unto  thee,  saying,  Wilt  thou  not  shew  us 
what  thou  meanest  by  these  ?  Say  unto  them, 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  Behold,  I  will  take  the 
stick  of  Joseph,  which  is  in  the  hand  of  Ephraim, 
and  the  tribes  of  Israel  his  fellows,  and  will  put 
them  with  him,  even  with  the  stick  of  Judah,  and 
make  them  one  stick,  and  they  shall  be  one  in  mine 
hand.     And  the  sticks  whereon  thou  writest  shall 
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be  in  thine  hand  before  their  eyes.  And  say  unto 
them,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God;  Behold  I  will  take 
the  children  of  Israel  from  among  the  heathen, 
whither  they  be  gone,  and  will  gather  them  on 
every  side,  and  bring  them  into  their  own  land : 
and  I  will  make  them  one  nation  in  the  land  upon 
the  mountains  of  Israel;  and  one  king  shall  be 
king  to  them  all :  and  they  shall  be  no  more  two 
nations, —  neither  shall  they  defile  themselves  any 
more  with  their  idols,  nor  with  their  detestable 
things,  nor  with  any  of  their  transgressions :  but  I 
will  save  them  out  of  all  their  dwelling-places  (see 
Jer.  ii.  19,  and  iii.  22)  wherein  they  have  sinned, 
and  will  cleanse  them;  so  shall  they  be  my 
people,  and  I  will  be  their  God.  And  David  fthe 
beloved)  my  servant  shall  be  king  over  them  : 
and  they  all  shall  have  one  shepherd  (even  the 
good  shepherd,  John  x.) :  they  shall  also  walk 
in  my  judgments,  and  observe  my  statutes,  and 
do  them.  And  they  shall  dwell  in  the  land  that 
I  have  given  unto  Jacob  my  servant,  wherein 
your  fathers  have  dwelt;  and  they  shall  dwell 
therein,  even  they  and  their  children,  and  their 
children's  children,/or  ever;  and  my  servant  David 
shall  be  their  prince  for  ever.  Moreover,  I  will 
make  a  covenant  of  peace  with  them ;  it  shall  be 
an  everlasting  covenant  with  them :  and  I  will 
place  them  (or  conduct  them),  and  multiply  them, 
and  will  set  my  sanctuary  in  the  midst  of  them 
for  evermore.  My  tabernacle  also  shall  be  with 
them  :  yea,  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  shall  be 
my  people.     And  the  heathen  shall  know  that  I 
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the  Lord  do  sanctify  Israel,  when  my  sanctuary 
shall  be  in  the  midst  of  them /or  evermore."" 

In  verse  16,  it  is  said:  "Take  thee  one  stick, 
and  write  upon  it,  For  Judah,  and  for  tlie  children 
of  Israel  his  companions  (namely,  those  few  of 
the  ten  tribes  who  returned  with  Judah  after  the 
Babylonian  captivity)  ;  then  take  another  stick, 
and  write  upon  it,  For  Joseph,  the  stick  of 
Ephraim,  and  for  all  the  house  of  Israel  his  com- 
panions :  and  join  them  one  to  another  into  one 
stick ;  and  they  shall  become  one  in  thine  hand." 

There  are  eight  points  which  prove  that  the  last 
quoted  prophecy  cannot  refer  to  the  restoration  of 
the  Jews  from  Babylon ;  they  are  the  following : 

(1.)  Israel  and  Judah  are  to  be  united,  so  as 
never  again  to  be  separated. 

(2.)  They  are  to  be  gathered  from  the  heathen 
on  every  side. 

(3.)  David,  i.  e.  the  beloved — the  Messiah,  is  to 
be  their  prince  —  their  king;  reigning  over  them. 

(4.)  They  are  to  be  sanctified,  and  are  never 
again  to  defile  themselves  with  any  of  their 
ti*ansgressions. 

(5.)  They  are  to  have  the  beloved  as  their  shep- 
herd. 

(6.)  They  are  to  dwell  in  the  land  of  Israel  for 
ever ;  and  the  covenant  of  peace  made  with  them 
is  to  be  an  everlasting  covenant ;  and  David,  the 
beloved,  is  to  be  their  prince  for  ever ;  and  his 
sanctuary  and  tabernacle  is  to  be  in  the  midst  of 
them  for  evermore.     Add  to  all  these, 

(7.)  That  which  was  said  in  the  former  chapter. 


51 

and  which  is  also  repeated  in  other  places,  that 
the  Lord  will  do  better  unto  them  at  their  final 
restoration  than  at  their  beginning. 

(8.)  The  kings  which  governed  the  people  after 
their  captivity  were  certainly  not  of  the  line  of 
David,  therefore  the  ting  is  no  other  but  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  who  was  the  son  of  David,  of  the 
house  and  lineage  of  David,  the  root  and  offspring 
of  David.  The  emblem  of  uniting  two  sticks  in 
the  prophet's  hand,  shews  that  the  whole  is  to  be 
accomplished,  when  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  as  well 
those  which  were  carried  captive  into  Assyria  as 
those  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  shall  be  re-united 
under  one  head,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  These 
things  have  never  yet  been  fulfilled ;  but  they  will 
be  so  in  their  due  season.  And  though  the  Jews 
be  like  dry  bones,  scattered  over  the  face  of  the 
whole  earth,  yet  the  scattered  bones  shall  be  re- 
united, each  to  its  kindred  bone,  and  they  shall 
rise  up  an  exceeding  great  army,  for  the  mouth 
of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it.  May  the  Lord  hasten 
that  happy  moment !     Amen. 

"Therefore,  thus  saith  the  Lord,  Now  will  I 
bring  again  the  captivity  of  Jacob,  and  have  mercy 
upon  the  whole  house  of  Israel,  and  will  be  jealous 
for  my  holy  name ;  after  that  they  have  borne  their 
shame,  and  all  their  trespasses,  whereby  they  have 
trespassed  against  me,  when  they  dwelt  safely  in 
their  land,  and  none  made  them  afraid.  When  I 
have  brought  them  again  from  the  people,  and 
gathered  them  out  of  their  enemies'  lands,  and  am 
sanctified  in  them  in  the  sight  of  many  nations  ; 
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then  shall  they  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  their 
God,  which  caused  them  to  be  led  into  captivity 
among  the  heathen :  but  I  have  gathered  them 
imto  their  own  land,  and  have  left  none  of  them 
any  more  there.  Neither  will  I  hide  ray  face  any 
more  from  them :  for  I  have  poured  out  my  Spirit 
upon  the  house  of  Israel,  saith  the  Lord."  £zek. 
xxxix.  25— 29. 

Daniel,  "  the  man  greatly  beloved,"  prophesied 
under  the  captivity.  He  flourished  from  the  third 
year  of  Jehoiakim  king  of  Judah  to  the  third  of 
Cyrus.  He  alone,  of  all  the  prophets,  foretells  the 
exact  time  when  Christ  should  die  (ix.  24,  27). 
His  prophecies  have  in  all  succeeding  generations 
received  their  undeniable  accomplishment,  as 
those  did  which  relate  to  more  ancient  events. 
They  all  take  their  beginnings  from  about  the  pro- 
phet's days ;  they  all  give  a  concise  prophetical 
history  of  the  church,  and  of  the  world  as  far  as 
immediately  connected  with  it,  nearly  to  the  end 
of  time ;  for  even  the  prophecy  of  the  seventy 
weeks  (ix.  24,  27), —  ["seventy  weeks,"  that  is, 
according  to  the  language  of  prophecy,  490  years, 
"  are  determined  upon  thy  people  and  upon  thy 
holy  city,  to  finish  the  transgression,  to  make  an 
end  of  sins,  and  to  make  reconciliation  for  ini- 
quity, and  to  bring  in  everlasting  righteousness ; 
(and  then  afterwards)  Messiah  shall  be  cut  off, 
but  not  for  himself,"]  though  the  first  coming  of 
the  Messiah  is  the  most  prominent  subject,  shews 
the  state  of  the  Jewish  nation  to  this  day,  and 
intimates  events  which  have  not  yet  taken  place. 
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They  chiefly  relate  to  the  four  universal  empires, 
the  fourth  of  which  shall  last  '"'  to  the  end  of  the 
time,"  "  the  end  of  the  indignation."  They  all 
foretell  long-continued  calamities  to  the  Jewish 
nation,  and  to  the  people  of  God ;  at  length  ter- 
minating in  the  restoring  of  Israel,  and  the  final 
universal  triumph  of  true  religion  and  the  king- 
dom of  Christ  and  his  saints,  which  must  endure 
till  the  general  resurrection. 

The  prophet  Hosea  prophesied  for  about  eighty 
years,  in  the  days  of  Jeroboam,  the  second  king  of 
Israel,  and  of  Uzziah,  Jotham,  and  Ahaz,  kings 
of  Judah. 

The  principal  predictions  contained  in  this 
book  are  the  captivity  and  dispersion  of  the  king- 
dom of  Israel  —  the  deliverance  of  Judah  from 
Sennacherib — the  present  state  of  the  Jews  (iii.  4) 
—  their  future  restoration  (iii.  5)  and  union  with 
the  Gentiles  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah  —  the 
call  of  our  Saviour  out  of  Egypt,  and  his  resur- 
rection on  the  third  day. 

The  prophet  Joel  was  probably  contemporary 
with  Hosea ;  the  blessings  predicted  to  Israel,  to 
their  full  extent,  have  never  yet  been  realised. 
He  calls  to  repentance  and  prayers,  to  which  great 
blessings  are  promised,  particularly  an  abundant 
outpouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  He  foretells  the 
conversion  and  restoration  of  the  Jews  (ii.  21 — 32), 
the  overthrow  of  their  enemies,  and  the  future 
glorious  state  of  the  church. 

Amos  prophesied  after  Joel,  in  the  days  of  Uz- 
ziah. He  commences  with  threatenings  against 
c2 
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the  enemies  of  Israel,  and  with  censures  upon 
Judah.  The  prophet  dwells  on  the  many  sins  of 
Israel,  calls  them  to  repentance,  foretells  their  cap- 
tivity, dispersion,  and  separation  from  all  other 
people.  He  concludes  with  predictions  relative 
to  Christ's  kingdom,  the  conversion  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, the  final  triumphs  of  the  church,  and  the 
ultimate  restoration  of  the  Jews.   (ix.  9  — 15.) 

Obadiah  probably  lived  in  the  days  of  Jeremiah. 
He  foretells  the  ruin  of  the  Edomites,  and  the 
final  triumphs  of  the  church. 

"  The  word  of  the  Lord  that  came  to  Micah  the 
Morashite  in  the  days  of  Jotham,  Ahaz,  and 
Hezekiah,  kings  of  Judah,  which  he  saw  concern- 
ing Samaria  and  Jerusalem,"  was  not  only  a  word 
of  denunciation  and  wrath,  but  was  also  a  word 
of  comfort  and  consolation ;  he  mentions  Christ's 
coming,  the  place  of  his  birth  (Micah  v.  2),  his 
universal  dominion,  and  the  restoration  of  Israel. 
"  I  will  surely  assemble,  O  Jacob,  all  of  thee ;  I 
will  surely  gather  the  remnant  of  Israel ;  I  will 
put  them  together  as  the  sheep  of  Bozrah,  as  the 
flock  in  the  midst  of  their  fold :  they  shall  make 
a  great  noise  by  reason  of  the  multitude  of 
men."  (ii.  12.) 

"  In  that  day,  saith  the  Lord,  will  I  assemble 
her  that  halteth  (the  house  of  Jacob),  and  I  will 
gather  her  that  is  driven  out  (the  ten  tribes  scat- 
tered abroad),  and  her  that  I  have  aflBicted ;  and 
I  will  make  her  that  halted  a  remnant,  and  her 
that  was  cast  far  off  a  strong  nation :  and  the 
Lord  shall  reign  over  them  in  Mount  Zion,  from 
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henceforth,  even  for  ever.  And  thou,  O  tower  of 
the  flock,  the  strong  hold  of  the  daughter  of  Zion, 
unto  thee  shall  it  come,  even  the  first  dominion ; 
the  kingdom  shall  come  to  the  daughter  of  Jeru- 
salem." (iv.  6  —  8.) 

Zephaniah,  the  son  of  Cushi,  prophesied  about 
630  B.C.  He  foretells  the  ruin  of  the  enemies  of 
the  Jews,  their  captivity,  and  the  future  prospects 
of  God's  church  in  the  latter  or  gospel  times. 

Haggai  was  the  first  of  the  three  prophets  who 
returned  with  Zerubbabel  to  Jerusalem,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  edict  of  Cyrus.  He  entered  on 
his  office  eighteen  years  after  they  came  from 
Jerusalem,  and  about  520  years  b.  c,  and  pro- 
phesied only  four  months.  To  encourage  them  to 
rebuild  the  temple,  he  shews  them  that  their  dis- 
tresses were  occasioned  by  their  disregard  and 
neglect  of  the  house  of  God  (chap.  i.  9),  and  fore- 
tells the  coming  of  Christ,  the  desire  of  all  nations, 
to  it  (ii.  7 — 9).  The  glory  of  the  Christian  church, 
in  which  the  Saviour  ever  dwells,  and  which 
shall  never  be  destroyed,  is  greater  than  that  of 
either  the  former  or  the  latter  temple. 

Lastly,  Zechariah.  In  chap.  i.  12,  "  the  angel 
of  the  Lord," — or  rather,  "the  Jehovah  angel," 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, —  poured  forth  before  his 
heavenly  Father  his  intercession  in  behalf  of  Jeru- 
salem :  "  O  Lord  of  hosts,  how  long  wilt  thou  not 
have  mercy  on  Jerusalem  and  on  the  cities  of 
Judah,  against  which  thou  hast  had  indignation 
these  threescore  and  ten  years  ?  And  the  Lord 
answered  the  angel  that  talked  with  me  with  good 
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words  and  comfortable  words."  The  prophet  is 
immediately  commissioned  to  speak  comfortably 
to  Jerusalem  (v.  14),  and  the  Lord  expresses  him- 
self "  sorely  displeased  with  the  heathen,  that  are 
at  ease,"  because  that,  when  he  "was  but  a  little 
displeased  with  his  people,  they  helped  forward 
the  affliction  (v.  15).  The  rebuilding  of  the  city 
is  then  promised  (v.  16).  "  Cry  yet,  saying.  Thus 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts ;  my  cities  through  pros- 
perity shall  yet  be  spread  abroad ;  and  the  Lord 
shall  yet  comfort  Zion,  and  shall  yet  choose  Jeru- 
salem." (v.  17). 

This  had,  doubtless,  a  primary  reference  to 
Judea  at  that  time ;  but  it  is  evident,  from  the 
vision  of  the  "  four  horns  "  and  the  "  four  carpenr 
ters,"  that  it  looks  forward  to  a  period  yet  to  arrive, 
when  the  Jews  shall  I'eturn  from  their  present  dis- 
persion, and  be  re-established  in  their  own  land. 
"  Then  lift  I  up  mine  eyes,  and  saw,  and,  behold, 
four  horns.  And  I  said  unto  the  angel  that  talked 
with  me,  What  be  these  ?  And  he  answered  me, 
These  are  the  horns  which  have  scattered  Judah, 
Israel,  and  Jerusalem.  And  the  Lord  shewed  me 
four  carpenters.  Then  said  I,  What  come  these 
to  do?  And  he  spake,  saying,  These  are  the 
horns  which  have  scattered  Judah,  so  that  no  man 
did  lift  up  his  head :  but  these  are  come  to  fray 
tJiem,  to  cast  out  the  horns  of  the  Gentiles, 
which  lift  up  their  horn  over  the  land  of  Judah 
to  scatter  it."  (Zech.  i.  18—21.)  These  "four 
horns"  describe  not  Babylon  alone,  but  the  four 
great  monarchies  of  Babylon,  Persia,  Greece,  and 
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Rome.  And  they  have  scattered  "  Judah,  Israel, 
and  Jerusalem ;"  and  this  refers  not  only  to  the 
captivity  of  Judah  by  Nebuchadnezzar  (2  Kings 
XXV.),  and  to  the  captivity  of  Israel  by  Shalraa- 
neser  (2  Kings  xvii.),  but  also  to  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem  by  the  Romans.  The  last  power, 
although  frayed,  is  not  yet  cast  out. 

"Again  the  word  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  came  to 
me,  saying.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  I  was 
jealous  for  Zion  with  great  jealousy,  and  I  was 
jealous  for  her  with  great  fury.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  I  am  returned  to  Zion,  and  will  dwell  in 
the  midst  of  Jerusalem ;  and  Jerusalem  shall  be 
called,  A  city  of  truth ;  and  the  mountain  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts,  The  holy  mountain.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts.  There  shall  yet  old  men  and  old 
women  dwell  in  the  streets  of  Jerusalem,  and  every 
man  with  his  staff"  in  his  hand  for  very  age.  And 
the  streets  of  the  city  shall  be  full  of  boys  and  girls 
playing  in  the  streets  thereof.  Thus  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts.  If  it  be  marvellous  in  the  eyes  of  the 
remnant  of  this  people  in  these  days,  should  it  also 
be  marvellous  in  mine  eyes?  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  Behold,  I 
will  save  my  people  from  the  east  country-,  and 
from  the  west  country ;  and  I  will  bring  them,  and 
they  shall  dwell  in  the  midst  of  Jerusalem;  and  they 
shall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be  their  God,  in 
truth  and  in  righteousness. — And  it  shall  come  to 
I  pass,  that  as  ye  were  a  curse  among  the  heathen,  O 
house  of  Judah,  and  house  of  Israel ;  so  will  I  save 
you,  and  ye  shall  he  a  blessing :    fear  not,  but  let 
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your  hands  be  strong. — And  the  inhabitants  of  one 
city  shall  go  to  another,  saying,  Let  us  go  speedily 
to  pray  before  the  Lord,  and  to  seek  the  Lord  of 
hosts;  I  will  go  also.  Yea,  many  people  and  strong 
nations  shall  come  to  seek  the  Lord  of  hosts  in 
Jerusalem,  and  to  jiray  before  the  Lord.  Thus  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  In  those  days  it  shall  come  to 
pass,  that  ten  men  shall  take  hold  out  of  all  lan- 
guages of  the  nations,  even  shall  take  hold  of  the 
skirt  of  him  that  is  a  Jew,  saying.  We  will  go 
with  you;  for  we  have  heard  that  God  is  with 
you."    (chap,  viii.) 

That  the  prophecy  contained  in  this  chapter 
has  respect  to  the  Jewish  nation  in  days  that  are 
yet  future,  is  evident,  because  it  speaks  of  Israel 
and  Judah  ;  and  Judah  alone  returned  from  the 
captivity :  moreover,  the  Jews,  after  their  return, 
never  displayed  any  great  piety ;  and  in  this  pro- 
phecy they  are  designated  a  holy  people.  They 
were  also  to  "be  a  blessing  among  the  heathen, 
as  before  they  had  been  a  curse."  But  never,  at 
one  period,  were  they  so  execrated  amongst  the 
heathen,  as  since  their  dispersion  by  the  Romans ; 
nor,  with  the  exception  of  the  Saviour  and  his 
apostles,  have  they  ever  been  such  a  blessing  to 
the  world  as  they  will  be  at  a  future  period. 
"  Now,"  saith  the  apostle,  "  if  the  fall  of  them  be 
the  riches  of  the  world,  and  the  diminishing  of 
them  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles,  how  much  more 
their  fulness  ?  For  if  the  casting  away  of  them  be 
the  reconciling  of  the  world,  what  shall  the  receiv- 
ing of  them  be,  but  life  from  the  dead  V  (Rom.  xi. 
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12,  15.)  "I  will  set  a  sign  among  them,  and  I 
will  send  those  that  escape  of  them  unto  the  na- 
tions....that  have  not  heard  my  fame,  neither  have 
seen  ray  glory ;  and  they  shall  declare  my  glory 
among  the  Gentiles,  and  they  (the  remnant  of  Is- 
rael) shall  bring  all  your  brethren  (the  elect  of  the 
Gentiles)  for  an  offering  unto  the  Lord  out  of  all 
nations.. ..to  my  holy  mountain  Jerusalem,  saith 
the  Lord,  as  the  children  of  Israel  bring  an  offer- 
ing in  a  clean  vessel  into  the  house  of  the  Lord."* 
Isaiah  Ixvi.  19,  20. 

The  light  that  is  to  lighten  every  land,  must 
first  beam  on  Zion's  hill ;  the  word  that  is  to  save 
all  nations,  must  first  be  known  at  Jerusalem ; 
"  for  the  law  shall  go  forth  of  Zion,  and  the  word 
of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem ;"  "  the  mountain  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord  shall  be  established  in  the 
top  of  the  mountains,  and  it  shall  be  exalted 
above  the  hills ;  and  people  shall  flow  unto  it." 
(Micah  iv.  2,  1.)  "  God  be  merciful  unto  us,  and 
bless  us,  and  cause  his  face  to  shine  upon  us ;  that 
thy  way  may  be  known  upon  earth,  thy  saving 
health  among  all  nations."  Psalm  Ixvii.  The 
saving  health  of  God  is  arrested  in  its  course  to  all 
nations,  till  it  is  first  revealed  to  the  Jewish  nation. 
"  God  shall  bless  us,"  then  "  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth  shall  fear  him."  Before  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  spread  over  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  it 
is  clear  that  the  blessing  must  return  to  the  Jewish 
nation ;    and  it  is  also  clear  that,  w^hen  it  does  re- 

*  "  They  forget  a  main  point  of  the  Church's  glory  that  do  not 
daily  pray  for  the  conversion  of  the  Jews." — Archbishop  Leighton, 
in  a  sermon  on  Isaiah  Ixi. 
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turn  to  them,  it  shall  flow  to  all  nations.  When 
living  waters  flow  forth  fi-om  Jerusalem,  they  shall 
soon  pass  into  the  dead  sea,  and  purify  all  its 
streams ;  there  will  be  nothing  to  hinder  the  pro- 
gress of  truth ;  "  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall 
then  fear  him."  God's  saving  health  is  salvation, 
and  there  is  no  salvation  but  in  Jesus  Christ. 
(Zech.  X.  6.)  "  And  I  will  strengthen  the  house 
of  Judah,  and  I  will  save  the  house  of  Joseph,  and 
I  will  bring  them  again  to  place  them ;  for  I  have 
mercy  upon  them  :  and  they  shall  be  as  though  I 
had  not  cast  them  off":  for  I  am  the  Lord  their 
God,  and  will  hear  them." 

I  refer  you  now  to  chap.  xii.  6 — 14,  and  xiii.  1. 
"  In  that  day  will  I  make  the  governors  of  Judah 
like  an  hearth  of  fire  among  the  wood,  and  like  a 
torch  of  fire  in  a  sheaf;  and  they  shall  devour  all 
the  people  round  about,  on  the  right  hand  and  on 
the  left ;  and  Jerusalem  shall  be  inhabited  again 
in  her  own  place,  even  in  Jerusalem.  The  Lord 
also  shall  save  the  tents  of  Judah  first,  that  the 
glory  of  the  house  of  David  and  the  glory  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  do  not  magnify  them- 
selves against  Judah.  In  that  day  shall  the  Lord 
defend  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem ;  and  he  that 
is  feeble  among  them  at  that  day  shall  be  as  David; 
and  the  house  of  David  shall  be  as  God,  as  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  before  them.  And  it  shall  come 
to  pass  in  that  day,  that  I  will  seek  to  destroy  all 
the  nations  that  come  against  Jerusalem.  And  I 
will  pour  upon  the  house  of  David,  and  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  the  Spirit  of  grace  and 


61 

supplications :  and  they  shall  look  upon  me  whom 
they   have   pierced,    and   they   shall   mourn   for 

him In  that  day  shall  be  a  great  mourning  in 

Jerusalem In  that  day  there  shall  be  a  foun- 
tain opened  to  the  house  of  David  and  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Jerusalem  for  sin  and  uncleanness." 

"  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee,  that  pardoneth 
iniquity,  and  passeth  by  the  transgressions  of  the 
remnant  of  his  heritage  ?  he  retaineth  not  his  anger 
for  ever,  because  he  delighteth  in  mercy.  He  will 
turn  again,  he  will  have  compassion  upon  us;  he 
will  subdue  our  iniquities,  and  thou  wilt  cast  all 
their  sins  into  the  depths  of  the  sea.  Thou  wilt 
perform  the  truth  to  Jacob,  and  mercy  to  Abraham, 
which  thou  hast  sworn  unto  our  fathers  (Gen.  xiii. 
14;  xvii.  8;  xxviii.  1.3)  from  the  days  of  old." 
(Micah  vii.  18—20.) 

"  But  it  shall  be  one  day  which  shall  be  known 
to  the  Lord,  not  day,  nor  night :  but  it  shall  come 
to  pass  that  at  evening  time  it  shall  be  light.  And 
it  shall  be  in  that  day  that  living  waters  shall  go 

out  from  Jerusalem And  the  Lord  shall  be 

king  over  all  the  earth :  and  in  that  day  there 
shall  be  one  Lord  (1  John  v.  7),  and  his  name 
one  "  (Zech.  xiv.  7 — 9) ;  and  "  the  kingdoms  of 
this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord 
and  of  his  Christ."     (Rev.  xi.  15.) 

"  Come  then,  and,  added  to  thy  many  crowns, 
Receive  yet  one,  the  crown  of  all  the  earth, 
Thou  who  alone  art  worthy !    It  was  thine 
By  ancient  covenant,  ere  Nature's  birth ; 
And  thou  hast  made  it  thine  by  purchase  since, 
And  overpaid  its  value  with  thy  blood. 
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Thy  saints  proclaim  thee  King;  and  in  their  hearts 
Thy  title  is  engraven  with  a  pen 
Dipped  in  the  fountain  of  eternal  love. 
Thy  saints  proclaim  thee  King;  and  thy  delay 
Gives  courage  to  their  foes,  who,  could  they  see 
The  dawn  of  the  Last  Advent,  long  desired, 
Would  creep  into  the  howels  of  the  hills. 
And  flee  for  refuge  to  the  falling  rocks." 

COWPBR. 

Dark  and  cloudy  have  been  Israel's  destinies 
since  that  day  which  scattered  them  over  the 
world  ;  it  is  even  the  time  of  Jacob's  trouble ;  but 
he  shall  come  out  of  it.  (Jer.  xxx.  7.) 

In  the  reign  of  Adrian,  Jerusalem  was  partly 
rebuilt,  but  all  the  ancient  monuments  were  de- 
stroyed ;  and  the  places  particularly  venerated  by 
the  Jews  were  profaned  with  a  studied  malignity. 
Adrian  erected  a  theatre,  with  the  stones  which 
had  formed  part  of  the  building  of  the  holy  house ; 
and  dedicated  a  temple  to  Jupiter,  on  the  spot  for- 
merly occupied  by  that  of  the  most  high  God. 
And,  knowing  that  there  was  no  description  of 
animals  which  the  Jews  held  more  abominably 
unclean  than  swine,  he  placed  the  figure  of  a  hog, 
sculptured  in  marble,  over  the  gates  of  the  city 
leading  out  towards  Bethlehem  ;  he  forbade  them, 
on  pain  of  death,  from  entering  Jerusalem,  and 
placed  a  vigilant  garrison  of  the  Roman  cohorts, 
to  enforce  the  execution  of  this  edict.  Even  to 
enter  Aelia,  once  in  the  year,  to  vent  their  sor- 
rows and  to  weep,  they  had  to  purchase  at  an  ex- 
orbitant price. 

Scarcely  had  the  third  century  commenced, 
when  the  Emperor  Sevems  proved  himself  enti- 
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tied  to  that  title,  by  a  bloody  persecution  of  the 
Jews.  The  subsequent  history  of  their  suffering 
is  a  continued  tale  of  horror. 

In  the  fourth  century,  Constantine,  after  com- 
manding their  ears  to  be  cut  off,  dispersed  them 
as  fugitives  and  vagabonds  into  different  countries, 
whither  they  carried,  in  terror  to  their  kindred, 
the  marks  of  their  suffering  and  infamy.  That 
monarch  was  the  first  who  made  the  cross  the 
ornament  and  glory  of  an  imperial  diadem,  but, 
alas  !  not  the  emblem  of  that  true  cross  which 
was  borne  by  him  who  preached  "  peace  on  earth, 
and  good  will  towards  men." 

In  the  fifth  century,  they  were  banished  from 
Alexandria,  which  had  long  been  one  of  their  safest 
places  of  resort.  Justinian,  an  emperor  of  Rome, 
whose  principles  of  legislation  might  have  been 
expected  to  produce  a  wiser  and  more  humane 
policy,  was  as  hostile  against  the  Jews  as  any  of 
his  predecessors.  He  abolished  their  synagogues, 
prohibited  them  from  even  entering  their  caves  for 
the  exercise  of  worship,  rendered  their  testimony 
inadmissible,  and  took  from  them  the  right  of  be- 
queathing their  property. 

Under  Heraclius,  their  sufferings  were  in  the 
extreme.  He  not  only  expelled  them  from  his 
own  empire,  but  exerted  his  influence  against 
them  in  other  countries.  The  church  of  Rome 
has  always  treated  them  as  heretics.  The  canons 
of  different  councils  have  enjoined  Christians 
neither  to  eat  nor  to  have  any  dealings  with  them, 
on  pain  of  excommunication. 
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As  late  as  seven  years  ago,  a  law  passed,  which 
forced  the  Jews  to  wear  a  badge  on  their  upper 
garment,  as  a  sign  that  they  were  Jews. 

By  an  edict  of  Leo  XII.,  they  were  closely  con- 
fined, to  the  number  of  1500  to  1800,  within  a 
certain  quarter  of  the  town,  called  the  Ghetto. 
This  place  they  were  not  allowed  to  leave,  even 
for  a  single  day,  without  a  special  licence :  even 
though  furnished  with  such  licence,  they  were 
forbidden  to  dwell,  or  even  converse  familiarly, 
with  Christians. 

In  Spain,  after  the  extinction  of  the  Waldenses, 
in  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  the  rage 
of  the  Inquisition  was  turned  against  the  Jews, 
and,  having  inflicted  on  them  various  persecu- 
tions, at  length  expelled  them,  and  they  set  out, 
to  the  amount  of  800,000.  As  the  same  preju- 
dices existed  in  every  Christian  country  at  the 
time,  they  could  find  no  asylum  in  the  west ;  so 
they  set  their  faces  to  the  east.  They  were  kindly 
received  in  different  parts  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 
The  principal  division  came  to  Constantinople, 
50,000;  the  district  called  Hassakem  was  assigned 
them  to  inhabit. 

In  Portugal,  the  name  of  a  Jew  became  a  term 
of  such  contempt,  that  it  was  necessary  to  enact 
laws  for  preventing  its  being  applied  by  one  man 
to  the  reproach  of  another.  Thus  the  law  de- 
clared, that  if  any  man  called  another  "  Jew  "  to 
his  face,  the  person  offended  was  at  liberty  to  stab 
the  offender,  without  fear  of  punishment;  and 
till  within  the  last  fifty  years,  the  burning  of  a 
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Jew  formed  the  highest  delight  of  a  Portuguese. 
King  Emanuel,  of  Portugal,  commanded  all  the 
children  of  the  Jews,  under  fourteen  years  of  age, 
to  be  separated  from  their  parents,  and  forced  to 
adopt  a  religion  falsely  called  Christian. 

In  France,  they  became  a  part  of  the  property 
attached  to  the  soil,  an  article  of  trade ;  they 
were  forbidden  to  change  the  place  of  their  abode, 
or  were  transferred  with  the  domain  from  one 
landholder  to  another. 

It  was  the  custom  in  Toulouse,  to  smite  them 
on  the  face  every  Easter. 

In  Germany,  in  many  places,  there  are  the 
tables  left  standing  whereon  is  marked  the  toll 
they  had  to  pay  ;  —  for  a  horse,  two  kreutzer  ;  for 
a  pig,  two  ditto  ;  for  a  jew,  one  ditto. 

In  England,  in  former  years,  they  were  the 
victims  of  great  oppression  and  cruelty.  Every 
possible  calumny  was  invented  against  them.  In 
Norwich  they  were  accused  of  stealing  a  child, 
in  order  to  crucify  him  at  their  passover.  In  a 
single  instance  at  York,  in  the  reign  of  Richard 
the  First,  fifteen  hundred  Jews,  including  women 
and  children,  could  not  purchase  their  lives  at  any 
price ;  and,  frantic  with  despair,  perished  by  mu- 
tual slaughter.  Each  master  was  the  murderer 
of  his  own  family,  when  death  became  their  only 
deliverance.  In  London,  they  were  charged  with 
murder,  and  forgery,  with  coining  false  money, 
of  counterfeiting  the  king's  seal ;  and,  under  these 
pretences,  were  deprived  first  of  a  third  part  of 
their  property,  and  then  loaded  with   enormous 
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taxes.  All  the  Jews  in  England  were  imprisoned 
in  one  day,  and  two  hundred  and  eighty  of  them 
executed  in  London. 

Henry  III.,  with  a  view  to  ingratiate  himself 
with  the  populace,  ordered  seven  hundred  Jews  to 
be  slaughtered  at  once;  their  houses  to  be  plun- 
dered, and  their  synagogues  burned. 

How  depraved  must  have  been  those  times  !  A 
monarch  stooping  to  the  gratuitous  murder  of  part 
of  his  subjects,  to  court  the  favour  of  the  other 
part.  And  were  these  Christians  ?  were  they  the 
followers  of  our  adorable  and  blessed  Jesus  ?  No 
indeed  ;  Christianity  was  not  t?ieir  religion. 

Under  Edward  I.,  no  Christian  was  allowed  to 
lodge  in  the  dwelling  of  a  Jew,  and  he  finally 
ordered  them  to  be  banished  from  the  kingdom, 
never  to  retuin  under  pain  of  death.  He  seized 
their  whole  property,  allowing  them  only  money 
sufficient  to  bear  their  expenses  into  foreign  coun- 
tries. But  the  seamen  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  whi- 
ther they  proceeded  for  their  embarkation,  robbed 
most  of  them  of  that  pittance,  and  drowned  some 
hundreds,  by  throwing  them  into  the  sea ;  the 
number  expelled  amounted  to  upwards  of  sixteen 
thousand. 

"  The  wild  dove  had  her  nest,  the  fox  her  cave, 
Mankiud  their  country,  Israel  but  a  grave." 

The  Jews  did  not  again  appear  in  England,  till 
550  years  afterwards. 

How  truly  have  the  words  of  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah been  fulfilled  !  "  All  that  found  them  have 
devoured  them :   and  their  adversaries  said.  We 
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offend  not,  because  they  have  sinned  against  the 
Lord,  the  habitation  of  justice  ;  even  the  Lord, 
the  hope  of  their  fathers."     (Jer.  1.  7.) 

Compelled  to  vrear  exteriorly  the  badges  of  their 
abject  state,  the  Jews  were  every  where  exposed 
to  the  insult  of  the  vilest  populace.  When,  from 
his  solitary  retreat,  an  enthusiastic  hermit  preached 
the  Crusades*  to  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  a 
part  of  its  inhabitants  left  their  country  to  moisten 
with  their  blood  the  plains  of  Palestine,  the  knell 
of  promiscuous  massacre  tolled  before  the  alarm 
bell  of  war.  Millions  of  Jews  were  there  mur- 
dered, to  glut  the  pious  rage  of  the  Crusaders. 
Skulls  of  men  and  bleeding  hearts  were  offered  as 
holocausts  on  the  altars  of  that  God  who  has  no 
pleasure  in  the  blood  even  of  the  innocent  lamb  ; 
and  ministers  of  peace  were  thrown  into  a  holy 
enthusiasm,  by  these  bloody  sacrifices.  It  is  thus 
that  Bazil,  Treves,  Coblentz,  and  Cologne  be- 
came human  shambles ;  it  is  thus  that  upwards 
of  four  himdred  thousand  victims,  of  all  ages  and 

*  A  superstitious  veneration  for  the  material  cross  on  which  our 
Savioxir  died,  and  for  the  spot  on  which  he  suffered,  was  early  fos- 
tered in  the  Christian  church;  and  by  the  eleventh  century  had 
arrived  to  that  pitch,  that  it  was  wrought  up  to  absolute  frenzy,  by 
the  enthusiastic  harangues  of  an  ecclesiastic,  well  known  by  the 
appellation  of  Peter  the  Hermit.  The  object  was,  to  recover  Jeru- 
salem and  the  Holy  Land  from  the  impious  hands  of  the  Saracens. 

Pope  Martin  II.  gathered  a  vast  number  of  mercenaries  and  en- 
thusiasts, amounting  to  nearly  one  million,  who,  in  1096,  invaded 
Palestine,  and  met  at  first  with  a  partial  success,  which,  unhappily, 
encouraged  them  to  persevere  in  their  fatal  entei-prise.  Seven  or 
eight  successive  Crusades  followed ;  the  first  was  led  by  Geofiry  of 
Buillon — the  last  by  Louis  IX.  of  France.  But  armies  after  armies 
vanished.  It  has  been  calculated  that  no  less  than  two  millions  of 
persons  perished  in  the  various  expeditions,  leaving  a  warning 
against  engaging  in  such  wild  and  wicked  projects,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  religious  frenzy. 
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of  both  sexes,  lost  their  lives  at  Cesaria  and 
Alexandria !  And  is  it  after  they  have  experienced 
such  treatment,  that  they  are  reproached  with 
their  vices  ?  Is  it  after  being  for  eighteen  centu- 
ries the  sport  of  contempt,  that  they  are  re- 
proached with  being  no  longer  alive  to  it  ?  Is  it 
after  having  so  often  glutted  with  their  blood  the 
thirst  of  their  persecutors,  that  they  are  held  out 
as  enemies  to  other  nations  ?  Is  it  when  they 
have  been  bereft  of  all  means  to  mollify  the  hearts 
of  their  tyrants,  that  indignation  is  roused,  if  now 
and  then  they  cast  a  mournful  look  towards  the 
ruins  of  their  temple  —  towards  their  country, 
where  formerly  happiness  crowned  their  peaceful 
days,  free  from  the  cares  of  ambition  and  riches  ? 

On  Judah's  plains  no  throng  is  viewed, 

Their  voice  of  joy  is  still, 
There  is  no  festive  multitude 

On  J  udah's  holy  hill. 

Amid  her  waste  and  grass-grown  halls 

The  bittern  calls  his  mate ; 
There  is  no  harp  in  Judah's  halls, 

No  song  in  Judah's  gate. 

No  more  the  timbrel's  music  floats, 

The  cymbal's  tones  aspire ; 
Hushed  are  the  viol's  tuneful  notes, 

And  mute  her  sacred  quire. 

No  flames  on  Judah's  altar  bum; 

No  lamp  in  Judah's  fane ; 
From  clime  to  clime  her  offspring  turn, 

And  bear  the  curse  of  Cain. 

Wanderers  and  fugitives,  bereft 

Of  rest  and  peace  like  him; 
For  God,  an  angry  God,  has  left 

His  seat,  the  cherubim. 
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Then  ye  who  seek  for  Zion's  peace, 

And  o'er  her  ruins  mourn, 
Let  not  your  prayers  and  offerings  cease 

Till  Judah's  God  return ; 

And  promised  Zion's  sacred  domes 

In  nobler  beauty  rise. 
Enriched  with  costlier  hecatombs 

Of  free-will  sacrifice. 

There  were  a  few  solitary  exceptions,  where  the 
Jews  have  been  kindly  treated :  under  Cassimir 
the  Great,  and  under  John  Sobiesky,  in  Poland ; 
and  among  the  Roman  Pontiffs,  Innocent  IV.  and 
Clement  VII. 

The  preceding  sketch  of  the  sufferings  and  per- 
secutions which  the  Jews  have  undergone,  ha.s 
been  given  with  a  view  to  show  the  following  facts, 
fully  supported  by  historical  evidence.  All  the 
nations  that  have  persecuted  the  Jews  have  suf- 
fered for  their  persecutions.  It  was  so  in  the  times 
of  old.  See  Obadiah  x.  3 ;  Ezekiel  xxv.  12  ; 
Jeremiah  iv.  18.  The  Romans  destroyed  their 
country,  dispersed  them,  and  sent  them  into 
slavery;  the  Romans  have  been  almost  annihi- 
lated by  the  northern  barbarians.  The  Babylo- 
nians led  them  captives  ;  what  is  become  of 
Babylon  the  proud  ?  The  spot  on  which  it  stood 
cannot  be  ascertained  !  Whilst  the  Jews  were 
protected  in  Spain,  that  country  flourished ;  Fer- 
dinand and  Isabella  persecuted  and  expelled 
them,  and  sealed  the  doom  of  their  country. 
Behold  it  now  !  its  fertile  soil  neglected,  its 
population  thinned,  its  inhabitants  slaves  of  ty- 
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rants  and  bigoted  priests;  the  men  addicted  to 
the  most  atrocious  vices — the  women  sunk  into 
a  state  of  the  gi'ossest  demoralization :  poor  in 
the  midst  of  abundance,  ignorant  in  the  midst 
of  the  knowledge  which  has  fixed  its  seat  in  the 
rest  of  Europe.  Whilst  England  persecuted  the 
Jews,  she  was  but  insignificant;  no  sooner  did 
she  give  shelter  to  them,  but  she  rose  gradually 
higher  and  higher;  and  if  she  stand  now  at 
the  head  of  nations,  if  she  be  now  the  mistress 
of  the  world,  she  owes  her  superiority  to  her 
efforts,  and  zeal,  and  sacrifices  to  dispense  the 
blessings  of  the  gospel  to  the  Jews.  Holland  had 
no  sooner  shaken  off  the  galling  yoke  of  Philip 
Til.  but  she  offered  shelter  to  the  Jews,  and  she 
flourished.  So  true  are  the  words  of  the  prophet : 
"  Israel  was  holiness  unto  the  Lord,  and  the  first- 
fruits  of  his  increase ;  all  that  devour  him  shall 
offend ;  evil  shall  come  upon  them,  saith  the 
Lord"  (Jer.  ii.  3);  and  "I  will  bless  them  that 
bless  thee,  and  curse  them  that  curse  thee."  (Gen. 
xii.  3.) 

We  have  seen  that  great  have  been  their  suffer- 
ings, but  "  Hath  he  smitten  him  as  he  smote  those 
that  smote  him,  or  is  he  slain  according  to  the 
slaughter  of  those  who  are  slain  by  him  ?" 

We  have  seen  what  his  judgments  are,  but  his 
mercies  shall  outstrip  them  all ;  for  whilst  he 
"  visits  the  sins  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children 
unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them  that 
hate  him,  he  will  shew  mercy  unto  thousands  of 
them  that  love  him,  and  keep  his  commandments." 
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The  precious  promises,  illuminated  by  the  lamp 
of  prophecy,  seem  to  be  approaching  the  fulness 
of  their  time.  "The  time  to  favour  Zion,  yea  the 
set  time  is  come — for  thy  servants  take  pleasure 
in  her  stones,  and  favour  the  dust  thereof."  A 
small  remnant  of  the  seed  of  Abraham,  according 
to  "  the  election  of  grace,"  hath  been  of  late  con- 
verted to  the  Christian  faith,  like  the  gleaning  of 
the  vine  after  the  vintage  —  only  here  and  there  a 
berry  on  the  uppermost  bough.  In  Poland,  where 
the  Jews  are  very  numerous,  they  frequently  as- 
semble in  their  synagogues  for  fasting,  and  humi- 
liation, and  united  supplication  to  the  God  of  their 
fathers,  with  their  faces  turned  tovrards  Jerusalem, 
—  the  ruins  of  the  temple,  according  to  the  import 
of  Solomon's  prayer, —  under  the  very  general  im- 
pression that  the  days  of  their  tedious  bondage 
are  hastening  to  a  close,  and  that  God  will  very 
speedily  turn  again  the  captivity  of  his  people. 

Within  the  last  forty  years,  scarcely  2,000  Jews 
were  to  be  found  in  Palestine,  but  at  this  moment 
there  are  upwards  of  20,000 ;  and  their  number 
is  increasing  every  year.  All  these  things  speak 
aloud,  as  if  the  voice  of  God  were  telling  us  that 
that  prophecy  is  now  going  to  be  fulfilled  which 
says,  that  after  the  children  of  Israel  have  been 
"for  many  days  without  a  king,  and  without  a 
prince,  and  without  a  sacrifice,  and  without  an 
image,  without  an  ephod,  and  without  teraphim  : 
afterward  shall  the  children  of  Israel  return,  and 
seek  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  king ; 
and  shall  fear  the  Lord  and  his  goodness  in  the 
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latter  days."  (Hosea  iii.  4.)  "  For  thus  saith  the 
Lord,  Like  as  I  have  brought  all  this  great  evil 
upon  this  people,  so  will  I  bring  upon  them  all 
the  good  that  I  have  promised  them."  (Jeremiah 
xxxii.  42.) 

The  "sure  word  of  prophecy"  declares  Israel's 
restoration  to  their  own  land  and  their  conversion ; 
but  we  are  apt  to  forget  that,  because  their  na- 
tional conversion  is  to  be  achieved  by  a  direct 
interposition  of  the  Most  High,  even  at  the  reve- 
lation of  Jesus  Christ,  that  the  Lord  is  now  ga- 
thering sons  and  daughters  from  among  them, 
according  to  the  election  of  grace.    Therefore  — 

Before  the  Saviour  left  the  eaith, 

To  dwell  with  God  above, 
He  thus  to  his  disciples  told 

The  purpose  of  liis  love  : 

"  O  go  ye  into  all  the  world, 

To  eveiy  creature  go; 
The  gospel  preach,  that  all  the  saved 

The  joyful  sound  may  know." 

But  Jesus  told  them  where  to  go. 

And  where  they  should  begin, 
While  in  his  name  they  preached  to  all, 

Remission  of  their  sins. 

"  Begin  ye  at  Jerusalem," 

The  pitying  Saviour  said; 
The  place  where  late  his  enemies 

His  sacred  life-blood  shed. 

And  do  not  the  Holy  Scriptures  command  us  to 
"  Declare  the  word  of  the  Lord  in  the  isles  afar 
off,  and  say,  He  that  scattereth  Israel  will  gather 
him,  and  keep  him,  as  a  shepherd  does  his  flock?" 
This  is  the  command  to  preach ;  now  observe,  in 
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union  with  this,  the  exhortation  to  pray ;  "  Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  Publish  ye,  praise  ye,  and  say, 
O  Lord,  save  thy  people,  the  remnant  of  Israel." 
(Jer.  XXX.  7.)  "  Ye  that  make  mention  of  the  Lord, 
keep  not  silence,  and  give  him  no  rest,  till  he 
establish,  and  till  he  make  Jerusalem  a  praise  in 
the  earth."  (Isa,  Ixii.  6,  7.)  But  the  apostle  of 
the  Gentiles  declares  plainly,  that  their  conver- 
sion depends  on  Christians  ;  "  for  as  ye,  in  times 
past,  have  not  believed  God,  yet  have  now  obtain- 
ed mercy  through  their  unbelief;  even  so  have 
these  also  now  not  believed,  that  through  your 
mercy  they  also  may  obtain  mercy."  You  may 
not  see  all  that  you  wish,  but  it  shall  be  well  for 
you  to  have  it  in  your  heart. 

Christian  brother,  have  you  ever  considered 
that  you  derived  all  your  mercies  through  the 
Jews  ?  Do  you  call  to  mind  that  this  nation  was 
once  assembled  around  bloody  altars,  to  offer  the 
abominable  sacrifice  of  human  life  ?  Massive  piles 
of  druidictil  construction  still  mark  the  spots,  in 
this  now  highly  favoured  land,  where  the  rites  of 
a  cruel  and  inhuman  religion  were  once  perform- 
ed !  At  that  time,  the  light  of  truth  already  shone 
in  the  east,  the  morning  star  of  the  Christian  dis- 
pensation had  arisen  in  Judea,  and  many  had 
believed  in  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  while 
darkness,  gross  darkness  covered  this  land.  What 
knowledge  have  you  of  the  true  God  —  of  the 
Saviour — of  that  light  of  the  Gentiles,  and  glory 
of  Israel,  which  you  have  not  derived  from  the 
Hebrew  lawgiver — from  the  Jewish  prophets  — 
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Jewish  kings — Jewish  evangelists,  and  Jewish 
apostles  ?  Were  they  not  Jews  that  laboured  to 
save  Gentiles  ?  Who  was  it  that  preserved  the 
sacred  oracles  from  age  to  age,  while  the  whole 
earth  was  full  of  darkness  ?  They  were  Jews,  who 
sacrificed  their  life  to  hand  down  Christian  light 
to  you.  Whatever  blessings  you  enjoy,  the  Jews 
were  the  channel  through  which  they  flowed  unto 
you.  Trace  the  stream  to  its  fountain.  The 
sacred  spring  took  its  source  in  the  mountains  of 
Judea !  Will  it  not  be  remembered  that  our 
blessed  Lord,  who  at  this  moment  is  interceding 
for  us  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  was  a  Jew  ?  "  Be 
ye  therefore  merciful,  as  your  Father  also  is 
merciful." 

In  your  private  retirement  —  in  the  sanctuary 
of  your  God — in  your  social  circles,  "pray  for 
the  peace  of  Jerusalem." 

Father  of  faithful  Ahraham,  hear 
Our  earnest  suit  for  Abraham's  seed  ! 
Justly  they  claim  the  softest  prayer 
From  us,  adopted  in  their  stead ; 
Who  mercy  through  their  fall  obtain, 
And  Christ  by  their  rejection  gain. 

Outcasts  from  thee,  and  scattered  wide 
Through  every  nation  under  heaven, 
Blaspheming  whom  they  crucified, 
Unsaved,  unpitied,  unforgiven, 
Branded  like  Cain,  they  bear  their  load. 
Abhorred  of  men,  and  cursed  of  God. 

But  hast  thou  finally  forsook  I 

For  ever  cast  thy  own  away  ? 

Wilt  thou  not  bid  the  murderers  look 

On  him  they  pierced,  and  weep,  and  pray  ? 

Yes,  gracious  Lord,  thy  word  is  past ; 

All  Israel  shall  be  saved  at  last 
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Come,  then,  tlioix  great  deliverer,  come ! 
The  veil  from  Jacob's  heart  remove ! 
Receive  thy  ancient  people  home  ! 
That,  quickened  by  thy  dying  love, 
The  world  may  their  reception  find 
Life  from  the  dead  for  all  mankind. 

Wesley. 

We  live  in  eventful  times ;  we  hear,  even  now, 
the  voice  of  Jehovah;  "  I  will  overturn,  overturn, 
overturn;.... until  he  come  whose  right  it  is,  and  I 
will  give  it  him."  Do  we  not  even  now  hear  the 
thunder  of  his  wheels  ?  for  what  are  those  sounds, 
disquieting  the  earth,  but  the  varying  tones  of  the 
vast  chorus  which  shall  usher  in  the  triumph  of 
the  Lord  of  glory. 

"  When  from  scattered  lands  afar,  Matt.  xxiv.  6, 7, 8. 

Speeds  the  voice  of  rumoured  war;  Luke  xxi.  23. 

Nations,  in  tumultuous  pride.  Hag.  a.  7. 

Heaved  like  Ocean's  roaring  tide ;  Heb.  xU.— 2ft-89. 

When  the  solar  splendours  fail,  Matt.  xxiv.  29. 

And  the  Crescent  waxeth  pale ;  Rev.  xvi.  12. 

And  the  powers  that  starlike  reign  Matt.  xxiv.  29. 

Sink  dishonoured  to  the  plain ;  joei  ii.  10— .si. 

World !  do  thou  the  signal  dread,  Luke  xxi.  26—36. 

We  exalt  the  drooping  head,  Luke  xxi.  27, 2s. 

We  uplift  the  expectant  eye,  Ephes.  i.  u. 

Our  redemption  draweth  nigh.  Hom.  vUi.  19—23. 

When  the  fig-tree  shoots  appear.  Matt.  xxiv.  22, 23. 

Men  behold  their  summer  near.  Luke  xxi  19—31." 

It  hath  been  the  habit  of  many  of  the  Lord's 
dear  people  to  spiritualize  all  God's  promises  to 
Israel,  applying  them  to  the  church  ;  but  in  rightly 
dividing  God's  truth,  we  shall  find  that  whilst  the 
earthly  and  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  are  both  men- 
tioned in  Scripture,  yet  there  are  ten  character- 
istics distinct  the  one  from  the  other. 
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They  both  denote  places.  The  earthly  Jerusa- 
lem and  Zion  denotes  the  place  which  has  been 
appropriated  by  God  to  Israel  according  to  the 
flesh.  The  heavenly  Jerusalem  or  Zion  is  the 
place  reserved  for  the  church,  or  those  who  be- 
lieve in  Jesus,  where  they  will  dwell  in  resurrec- 
tion blessedness.  The  following  are  some  of  the 
most  important  points  of  contrast : 

1.  The ^rst  had  earthly  glory :  the  second  never. 

2.  The  Jirst  has  had  wrath  poured  on  it ;    the 

second  never. 

"  The  Lord  has  accomplished  his  fury ;  he  hath  poured 
out  his  fierce  anger,  and  hath  kindled  a  fire  in  Zion ;  it 
hath  devoured  the  foundations  thereof."     (Lam.  iv.  2.) 

Neither  the  foundations  of  the  church  nor  those  of  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem  can  ever  be  devoured,  neither  do  they 
ever  know  wrath. 

3.  The  earthly  Jerusalem  will  have  restored 
glory ;  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  never. 

"  The  Lord  shall  inherit  Judah,  his  portion  in  the  holy 
land,  and  shall  choose  Jerusalem  again.''''     (Zech.  iii.) 

"  It  shall  come  to  pass,  that  like  as  I  have  watched  over 
them  to  pluck  up  and  to  break  down,  so  will  I  watch  over 
them  to  build  and  to  plant."    (Jer.  xxi.  28.) 

Ezekiel,  in  the  1st  chapter,  describes  the  de- 
parture of  the  glory  from  Jerusalem :  in  the  43rd, 
he  sees  the  glory  return  and  fill  the  house.  "  And 
he  said  unto  me,  Son  of  man,  the  place  of  my 
throne,  and  the  place  of  the  soles  of  my  feet,  where 
I  will  dwell  in  the  midst  of  the  children  of  Israel 
for  ever,  and  my  holy  name,  shall  the  house  of 
Israel  no  more  defile." 

These,  and  many  other    passages,    might   be 
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quoted,  to  shew  the  restored  glory  of  the  earthly 
city :  the  heavenly  cannot  have  glory  restored, 
because  it  is  never  taken  away. 

4.  The  earthly  Jerusalem,  when  restored,  will 
Jiave  a  temple ;  the  other  never. 

The  temple  of  the  earthly  Jerusalem,  after  the  glory  is 
restored,  is  minutely  described  in  the  concluding  chapters 
of  Ezekiel. 

But  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  it  is  written,  "  I  saw  no 
temple  therein,  for  the  Lord  God  Almighty  and  the  Lamb 
are  the  temple  of  it."  (Rev.  xxi.  22.) 

5.  The  earthly  Jerusalem,  when  restored,  will  be 
enlightened  by  the  sun  and  the  moon. 

"  The  light  of  the  moon  shall  be  as  the  light  of  the  sun, 
and  the  light  of  the  sun  shall  be  seven-fold,  as  the  light  of 
seven  days,  in  the  day  that  the  Lord  bindeth  up  the  breach 
of  his  people,  and  healeth  the  stroke  of  their  wound." 
(Is.  XXX.  26.) 

"  He  (the  Messiah)  shall  have  dominion  from  sea  to 
sea,  and  from  the  river  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

"  In  his  days  shall  the  righteous  flourish ;  and  abundance 
of  peace  so  long  as  the  moon  endureth."     (Ps.  Ixxii.) 

But  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  it  is  written, 
"  That  it  had  no  need  of  the  sun,  neither  of  the 
moon  to  shine  in  it,  and  there  shall  be  no  night 
there ;  and  they  need  no  candle,  neither  the  light 
of  the  sun,  for  the  Lord  giveth  them  light."  (Rev. 
xxi.  and  xxii.) 

6.  In  the  earthly  Jerusalem,  even  when  made 
the  glorious  city  of  the  Great  King,  there  will  be 
death,  and  the  possibility  of  sin. 

"  In  those  days  they  shall  say  no  more.  The  fathers  have 
eaten  sour  grapes,  and  the  children's  teeth  are  set  on  edge : 
d2 
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but  every  one  shall  die  for  his  iniquity,  every  one  that  ealeth 
the  sour  grape  his  teeth  shall  be  set  on  edge."  (Jer.  xxxi.  29.) 

"  The  child  shall  die  an  hyidred  years  old ;  but  the 
sinner  being  an  hundred  years  old  {i.  e.  though  he  be  not 
older  than  a  child)  shall  be  accursed.  For  as  the  days  of  a 
tree  shall  be  the  days  of  my  people." 

But  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  it  is  written,  "  There 
shall  be  no  more  curse  (Rev.  xxii.),  neither  shall  there  be 
any  more  death."     (Rev.  xxi.) 

7.  The  inhabitants  of  the  glorious  earthly  Jeru- 
salem will  have  natural  bodies  of  jlesh  and  blood. 
TJiere  will  be  distinction  between  young  and  old — 
7nale  and  female — Jew  and  Gentile. 

"  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Again  there  shall  be  heard  in 
this  place,  even  in  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  in  the  streets  of 
Jerusalem,  the  voice  of  joy  and  the  voice  of  gladness;  tJie 
voice  of  the  bridegroom  and  the  voice  of  the  bride;  the  voice  of 
them  that  shall  say.  Praise  the  Lord  of  hosts,  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever  :  and  of  them  that  shall  bring  the  sacri- 
fice of  praise  into  the  house  of  the  Lord.  In  those  days 
and  at  that  time  will  I  cause  the  Branch  of  righteousness 
to  grow  up  unto  David ;  and  He  shall  execute  judgment 
and  righteousness  in  the  land.  In  those  days  shall  Judah 
be  saved,  and  Jerusalem  shall  dwell  safely."  (Jer.  xxiii.  10, 
15,  16.) 

"  The  Gentiles  shall  come  to  thy  light."     (Is.  Ix.) 

"  The  nation  that  will  not  serve  thee  shall  perLsh." 

"  Their  seed  shall  be  known  among  the  Gentiles."  (Ixi.) 
See  also  Jeremiah  xxi.  Again,  "  I  will  build  thee,  and 
thou  shalt  be  built,  O  virgin  of  Israel.  They  shall  not 
sorrow  any  more.  Then  shall  the  virgin  rejoice  in  the 
dance,  both  young  men  and  old  together,"  &c. 

These  passages  describe  the  earthly  Jerusalem, 
when  restored  to  her  final  blessedness ;  they  re- 
cognise marriage,  difference  of  age,  difference  of 
nation. 
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But  in  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  "  there  is  neither 
Jew  nor  Greek,  Barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  or 
free."  "They  shall  not  marry,  or  be  given  in 
marriage,  for  they  shall  be  like  the  angels  in 
heaven,  being  the  children  of  the  resurrection''' 

The  resurrection  glory  of  the  heavenly  Jeru- 
salem is  that  which  belongeth  to  them  which  are 
sanctified  by  faith  in  Jesus.  To  them  the  glor 
of  the  earthly  city  (great  and  marvellous  as  it  w  ill 
be)  is  among  "  the  former  things  which  shall  have 
passed  away."  But  these  distinctions  will  assist 
us  in  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth ;  and  we 
shall  find  that  the  hour  of  returning  mercy  to 
Jerusalem  below  will  be  the  hour  of  the  mani- 
fested glory  of  the  saints  above. 

Christian  reader,  judge  of  every  thing  present 
by  the  glory  of  that  day ;  seek  grace  from  a  grace- 
rich  God,  that  you  may  live  like  those  who  wait 
for  the  Son  of  God  from  heaven ;  and  when  you 
pray  that  the  light  of  God's  countenance  may 
shine  on  Judah's  darkness,  that  the  day  may 
dawn,  and  the  day-star  arise,  then  remember 
also  the  writer. 

THE  REPENTANT  JEW. 

"  Is  there  a  man,  whose  sm  of  deepest  dye 
Calls  down  superior  wrath?    That  man  am  I ! 
Is  there  a  wretch,  whose  malice  dared  deny 
The  incarnate  God  that  bledl    That  wretch  am  I ! 
Say,  is  the  Gentile  guilty  ?    Does  he  mourn 
A  Saviour  slighted,  or  refused  with  scorn  I 
His  error 's  truth,  his  sins  are  sinless  too, 
Compared  with  mine, — a  fallen,  apostate  Jew! 
Messiah  came,  of  whom  the  Prophets  spake ; 
He  came,  as  promised,  for  his  people's  sakej 
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His  own  received  him  not;  their  king  they  slew  — 

Behold  his  murderer  is  the  faithless  Jew. 

'T  was  not  our  fathers  only  did  the  deed, 

We  all  cried  "  Crucify  him  !  let  him  bleed." 

A  thousand  times  I  joined  the  hellish  cry ! 

Where  's  such  a  sinner — one  so  great  as  I  ? 

Ours  was  the  promise  made  to  Abraham ; 

By  oath  confirmed  of  God,  the  great  I  am. 

Ours  the  adoption,  glory,  covenants  too ; 

He  spake  the  law,  and  gave  it  to  the  Jew. 

Ours  were  the  holy  tribes,  the  chosen  race. 

The  royal  priesthood,  and  the  holy  place. 

But  oh !  how  fallen ;  our  name  is  Ichabod, 

Our  glory 's  gone,  we  've  lost  the  ark  of  God. 

Mount  Sinai  thimders ;  see  the  lightning  breaks. 

The  trumpets  sound,  the  earth  in  terror  quakes ; 

But  thunders,  terror,  earthquakes  ne'er  can  tell 

The  horrors  of  a  soul  condemned  to  hell ! 

Yet  see !     Messiah  on  Mount  Zion  stands, 

In  love  to  Israel  stretching  forth  his  hands; 

He  was  a  man  of  sorrows  from  his  youth, 

And  we  beheld  him  full  of  grace  and  truth. 

He  wept  and  sighed  for  loved  Jerusalem, 

We  saw  his  tears,  but  scorned  and  slighted  them ; 

We  wished  him  dead, — we  had  our  wish, — and  fell 

Down  to  destruction's  deepest  den,  in  hell. 

From  burning  pluck  the  brand!    A  ransom's  found! 

Deliver  him  from  the  pit!     Whence  comes  this  sound  f 

O,  great  Messiah !  what  is  this  I  see  — 

A  ransom  found  I    A  ransom  found  by  thee ! 

My  murdered  Lord  appears !  't  was  he  that  spoke ; 

Hear  him  again, — "  Captive,  thy  chains  are  broke! 

The  flaming  sword  of  Justice  turns  from  thee, 

Behold  its  utmost  vengeance  wreaked  on  me ! " 

What  shall  my  soul  reply  ?  or  how  express 

Its  admiration,  love, and  thankfulness? 

The  guiltless  for  the  guilty  dies — 't  is  done; 

By  grace  the  fight  is  fought,  the  victory  's  won. 

For  thee,  whom  my  transgressions  pierced,  I  '11  mourn. 

To  thee  I  '11  look,  to  thee  with  tears  I  '11  turn. 

Sinners,  behold  a  monument  of  grace, 

See  a  converted  child  of  Abraham's  race ! 

Seek  ye  a  proof  the  covenant  is  true  I 

See  its  strong  marks  in  a  repentant  Jew. 
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Teach  me,  O  Lord,  the  path  that  Israel  trod, 
When  led  by  Abraham's,  Isaac's,  Jacob's  God. 
Save  me  from  Pharaoh's  swift-pursuing  host, 
And  land  me  safe  on  Canaan's  heavenly  coast ; 
Our  ancient  tribes  in  thy  own  time  restore. 
And  bring  them  to  their  long  deserted  shore ; 
To  them  may  Gentiles  flock,  and  with  them  pray 
That  thou  wouldst  hasten  the  millennial  day. 
I  '11  wait  the  promised  time,  't  will  tarry  not, 
And  rest  on  Thee  to  appoint  my  daily  lot. 
Come,  Gentile,  praise  with  me  your  God  anew, 
For  mercy  to  a  prostrate,  weeping  Jew." 

Anon. 

Brethren  of  tlie  house  of  Israel,  you  have  been 
of  old  the  favourite  people  of  God,  and  are  yet 
remembered  in  his  love  and  mercy.  To  you  it 
was  that  he  gave  his  holy  laws  ;  for  your  welfare 
it  was  that  he  inspired  the  holy  prophets ;  from 
your  centre  flowed  that  glorious  light  of  the  gos- 
pel ;  in  the  midst  of  you  appeared  our  and  your 
Saviour;  yes,  your  Saviour,  if  you  believe  and 
trust  him,  as  your  Messiah.  God  hath  promised 
you  that  he  will  call  you  from  the  four  comers 
of  the  earth ;  one  of  a  city  and  two  of  a  family, 
will  he  bring  you  together,  and  you  shall  again 
possess  the  land  which  the  Almighty  gave  as  an 
inheritance  to  our  father  Abraham.  The  time 
draws  near ;  the  day  is  at  hand :  it  is  in  your 
power  to  hasten  it ;  and  by  what  means  ?  By 
believing  the  truth,  as  revealed  by  our  prophets ; 
by  embracing  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  For  with 
this  condition  your  restoration  and  freedom  is 
inseparably  connected ;  on  this  it  depends. 

When  the  Saviour  of  mankind  called  upon  you, 
had  you  listened  to  his  voice,  the  evils  which  be- 
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fell  your  city,  and  the  sufferings  which  you  have 
undergone,  during  eighteen  centuries,  would  have 
been  averted.  He  called  upon  you,  "  O  Jei'usa- 
lem,  Jerusalem,  thou  that  killest  the  prophets, 
and  stonest  them  which  are  sent  unto  thee,  how 
often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together, 
even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her 
wings,  and  ye  would  not !  Behold  your  house  is 
left  unto  you  desolate."  (Matt,  xxiii.  37,  38.) 
Alas !  I  appeal  to  your  own  situation,  whether 
this  prophecy  hath  not  beep  fulfilled  ?  "  Oh  Israel, 
return  unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  for  thou  hast  fallen 
by  thine  iniquity.  Take  with  you  words,  and 
turn  to  the  Lord:  say  unto  him,  Take  away  all 
iniquity,  and  receive  us  graciously."  (Hosea  xiv. 
1,2.)  Yes,  return  !  to  the  God  of  love ;  "turn  ye 
even  to  me  with  all  your  heart,  and  with  fasting, 
and  with  weeping,  and  with  mourning;  and  rend 
your  heart,  and  not  your  garments,  and  turn  unto 
the  Lord  your  God :  for  he  is  gracious  and  mer- 
ciful, slow  to  anger,  and  of  gi'eat  kindness,  and 
repenteth  him  of  the  evil."  (Joel  ii.  12,  13.)  "  Look 
upon  him  whom  ye  have  pierced,  by  whose 
stripes  ye  shall  be  healed."  "  Behold  the  Lamb 
of  God,  that  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world." 
(John  i.  29.)  "  Kiss  the  Son,  lest  he  be  angiy,  and 
ye  perish  from  the  way. ...Blessed  are  all  they  that 
put  their  trust  in  him."    (Ps.  ii.  12.) 

"Take  with  you  words."  Take  up,  my  bre- 
thren, the  sacred  volume,  which  containcth  the 
vt^ord  of  everlasting  life ;  there  you  will  find  not 
only  the  prophecies  relating  to  the  Messiah,  but 
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the  fulfilment  of  them,  in  the  person,  the  life, 
actions,  sufferings,  and  death  of  our  Lord;  for 
"  to  Jesus  give  all  the  prophets  witness." 

There  ^7  is  predicted  that  the  Messiah  should 
come. 

In  Gen.  iii.  15,  xxvi.  18,  xxii.  4,  xxviii.  4,  xii.  3;  Ps.  Ixxii. 
17 ;  Hag.  ii.  7  ;  Is.  xl.  5. 

That  these  prophecies  have  been  fulfilled,  ap- 
pears from  the  following  sacred  writers  : 

Matt.  i.  23;  Luke  i.  31 ;  Heb.  ii.  14 ;  Gal.  iv.  4. 

2.  The  time  when  he  should  come. 

(1.)  The  sceptre  shall  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  law- 
giver from  between  his  feet,  until  Shiloh  come.  (Gen.  xlix. 
10.) 

(2.)  At  the  time  of  the  Messiah's  advent,  the  whole  earth 
should  be  in  universal  peace.  (Hag.  ii.  6 — 9.) 

(3.)  At  that  time,  also,  there  was  to  be  a  general  expec- 
tation of  him,  and  while  the  second  temple  was  standing, 
seventy  weeks  (or  weeks  of  years,  i.  e.  490  years)  after  the 
rebuilding  of  Jerusalem.   (Hag.  ii.  6  —  9;  Dan.  ix.  24,  25 
Mai.  iii.  1.) 

(4.)  "  The  desire  of  all  nations  shall  come,  and  I  will  fill 
this  house  with  my  glory.  The  glory  of  this  latter  house 
shall  be  greater  than  that  of  the  former  house,  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts."  (Hag.  ii.  7—9.) 

Now  let  us  see  again  whether  the  time  predicted 
has  now  already  passed  away. 

(1.)  At  the  time  of  Christ's  coming  upon  earth,  the  scep- 
tre had  departed  from  Judah.  For  whether  by  the  sceptre 
(lO^ti^)  be  understood  the  regal  or  tribunal  sceptre,  in  either 
case  the  prophecy  was  fulfilled ;  for  the  tribes  were  both  lost, 
or  amalgamated,  and  the  regal  and  judicial  power,  and  the 
authority  of  the  Jews  as  a  nation,  had  gone  over  to  their 
conquerors  and  oppressors,  the  Romans ;  nor  did  they  ever 
after  recover  the  one  or  the  other,  though  the  time  will  come 
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when,  under  the  reign  of  the  king  Messiah,  they  will  be 
reinstated  in  both.  (Luke  ii.  1  —  5;  Matt.  xxii.  20,  21  ; 
John  xix.  6  — 15.) 

(2.)  When  Messiah  appeared  on  earth,  the  world  was  in 
universal  peace.  A  host  of  historians,  amongst  whom  your 
own  historian,  Josephus,  stands  pre-eminent,  prove  this. 

(3.)  At  that  time,  there  was  an  universal  expectation 
among  the  Jews  of  the  appearance  of  some  extraordinary 
person  (Matt.  ii.  1  — 10;  Mark  xv.  43;  Luke  ii,  25,  38, 
and  John  i.  19,  45) ;  and  that  the  Gentiles  entertained  the 
same  expectations  appears  from  Tacitus  and  Suetonius. 

(4.)  The  "latter  house"  in  the  prophecy,  means  the  tem- 
ple of  Jerusalem,  or  second  temple,  built  after  the  return 
from  the  captivity.  Now,  as  a  building,  the  glory  of  this 
latter  house  was  not  "  greater  than  that  of  the  former 
house,"  being  much  less  magnificent.  (Ezraiii.  12.)  There- 
fore the  prophet  cannot  have  alluded  to  ostensible  grandeur ; 
he  can  only  have  meant  that  "the  latter  house"  would  be 
tilled  with  glory  by  the  presence  of  the  Messiah,  "  the 
desire  of  all  nations,"  who  did  appear  there,  preached,  and 
performed  miracles  there. 

3.  That  he  should  he  descended  from  the  royal 
line  of  David. 

Is.  xi.  1 :  "  And  there  shall  come  forth  a  rod  out  of  the 
stem  of  Jesse,  and  a  branch  shall  grow  out  of  his  root."  Ps. 
cxxxii. :  "  of  the  fruit  of  thy  body  will  I  set  upon  thy  throne." 
Further,  Ps.  Ixxxix.  4,  27;  Is.  ix.  7;  Jer.  xxxiii.  20,  21  ; 
Numb.  xxix.  17. 

4  That  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  should  be 
blessed  in  him. 

Gen.  iii.  15,  xii.  3,  xviii.  18,  xxvi.  4,  xxviii.  14. 

Now  that  these  prophecies  have  been  fulfilled,  is  evident 
from  Gal.  iv.  4;  Acts  iii.  25;  Heb.  vii.  14;  Rom.  xv.  12; 
John  vii.  42 ;  Acts  ii.  30,  xiii.  23 ;  Luke  i.  32. 

5.  Tliat  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  should  be  upon  him. 
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Is.  xi.  2,  Ixi.  1  ;  Ps.  xlv.  7. 

Fulfilled  in— Luke  iv.  17  —  19,  iii.  21,  22 ;  Matt.  iii.  16 ; 
Mark  i.  10;  John  iii.  34;  Acts  x.  38,  iv.  27. 

6.  That  he  was  to  be  prophet^  priest,  and  king. 
Deut.  xviii.  18,  19;  Ps.  ox.  4;   Zech.  vi.  13;  Ps.  ii.  6; 
Ps.  cxxxii.  11;  Is.  ix.  6. 

Now,  if  it  can  be  proved  that  these  prophecies 
refer  to  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ,  then  Jesus 
Christ  must  be  the  object  of  these  prophecies. 
Now,  we  find  that  these  prophecies  are  applied 
to  him,  by  the  sacred  writers  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment (and  we  shall  shew  hereafter  that  these 
writings  are  entitled  to  your  implicit  faith  and 
confidence);  Acts  iii.  21,  22;  Luke  iv.  18,  21  ; 
Heb.  V.  5  —  7;  Heb.  v.  14,  15  ;  Matt.  xxi.  5,  11. 
But  the  views  taken  of  the  office  of  the  Messiah, 
by  the  writers  of  the  New  Testament,  are  likewise 
entertained  by  your  most  esteemed  commentators. 

Targum  of  Jonathan  Ben  Uziel,  on  Isaiah  Iii.  53. 

"  Behold,  my  servant,  the  Messiah,  shall  prosper ;  he 
shall  rise  and  shall  increase,  and  shall  be  exceedingly 
powerful,  inasmuch  as  the  house  of  Israel  have  expected 
him  many  days,  during  which  their  look  and  their  splen- 
dour were  eclipsed  among  the  nations  above  those  of  other 
men,  so  shall  he  disperse  many  nations.  Kings,  because 
of  him,  shall  be  dumb  ;  they  shall  lay  their  hands  on  their 
mouths,  for  what  had  not  been  related  to  them  they  shall 
behold,  and  what  had  not  been  heard  of  by  them,  they 
shall  contemplate.  Who  hath  credited  this  our  news,  and 
on  whom  is  the  mighty  arm  of  the  power  of  Jehovah  now 
displayed  ?  The  righteous  man  shall  grow  before  him  like 
the  young  twigs  that  are  in  the  act  of  budding,  and  like 
the  tree  which  spreads  forth  its  roots  by  the  running  stream, 
so  shall  the  generations  of  the  righteous  increase  in  the 
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land  that  had  lacked.  His  appearance  is  no  ordinary  ap- 
pearance, nor  is  his  terror  that  of  a  common  man ;  hut  his 
splendour  will  be  a  sacred  splendour,  so  that  every  one  that 
seeth  him  shall  gaze  on  him.  For  this  reason  he  will  be 
condemned,  but  he  shall  cause  to  arise  the  glory  of  all  king- 
doms ;  they  shall  be  weak  and  sickly,  just  as  a  man  of  sor- 
rows and  inured  to  misfortunes,  or  as  when  the  presence 
of  the  habitation  being  withdrawn  from  us,  we  are  despised, 
and  nothing  accounted  of,  so  shall  it  be  to  them.  There- 
fore, he  will  entreat  for  our  sins,  and  our  iniquities  on  his 
account  shall  be  forgiven  us.  He  is  delivered  up  through 
our  iniquities,  but  by  His  Doctrine  peace  will  increase  among 
us,  and  as  soon  as  we  shall  attend  to  his  words,  our  sins  shall 
be  forgiven  us.  Like  a  flock  of  sheep  we  have  all  been 
dispersed  abroad,  every  one  his  route  ;  we  have  been  driven 
into  exile,  but  it  is  the  pleasure  of  Jehovah  on  his  behalf 
to  remit  us  all  our  sins.  He  entreats  and  is  heard,  and 
before  he  opens  his  mouth  he  is  accepted." 

7.  TTiat  he  should  be  poor,  despised,  and  betrayed 
by  one  of  his  own  disciples  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver, 
with  which  the  potter'' s  field  should  be  purchased. 

Is.  liii.  2,  3;  Zech.  xi.  12,  13;  Ps.  xii.  9;  Is.  xlix.  7. 
These  prophecies  too  have  been  fulfilled,  in  Luke  ix.  58 ; 
John  xi.  36  ;  Luke  xxii.  34  ;  Matt.  xxvi.  14,  15. 

8.  That  he  should  die  a  pecidiar  death. 
Ps.  xxii.  16;  Zech.  xii.  10. 

For  the  fulfilment,  see  Matt,  xxviii.  35  ;  Mark  xv.  20,  24 ; 
Luke  xxiii.  33 ;  John  xix.  18 ;  John  xx.  25,  27  ;  Acts  ii.  23. 

9.  That  he  should  suffer  pain  and  death  for  the 
sins  of  the  world. 

Dan.  ix.  26  ;  Is.  liii.  5,  8  ;  Is.  liii.  12. 
Fulfilled — John  xi.  49  —  52 ;  John  x.  15;  Mark  xv.  19; 
Mark  xv.  25 ;  1  Peter  ii.  24. 

1 0.  TJiat  he  should  die  with  malefactors,  but  be 
buried  honourably. 
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Isaiah  liii.  9. 

Fulfilled  — Matt,  xxvii.  38,  57—60. 

11.  That  he  should  rise  from  the  dead,  and 
ascend  into  heaven. 

Ps.  xvi.  9,  10;  Is.  liii.  10;  Ps.  Ixviii.  18. 

Fulfilled  in  —  Acts  ii.  31,  xiii.  35;  Matt,  xxviii.  5,  6; 
Lule  xxiy.  5,  6;  1  Cor.  xv.  4 ;  Luke  xxiv.  51  ;  Acts  i.  9 ;  1 
Peter  iii.  22 ;  1  Tim.  iii.  16 ;  Heb.  vi.  20.  ' 

To  these  we  may  add, 

12.  That  the  Messiah  should  he  horn  of  a  virgin. 

Is.  vii.  14  ;  Jer.  xxxi.  22. 

Fulfilled— Matt.  i.  24,25 ;  Luke  i.  26—35 ;  Matt.  i.  22,23. 

13.  That  a  hone  of  him  should  not  he  hroken, 
hut  that  his  side  should  he  pierced. 

Ps.  xxxiv.  20;  Zech.  xii.  10;  Ps.  xxii.  16. 
Fulfilled— see  John  xix.  32—34;  Rev.  i.  7. 

You  perceive,  then,  from  the  above  quotations, 
taken  from  the  holy  writers  of  your  own  sacred 
books,  that  the  prophets  have  been  extremely 
minute  in  their  description  of  all  the  circum- 
stances which  should  attend  the  Messiah,  and  by 
which  he  should  be  known. 

Now  that  some  of  the  prophecies  quoted  above 
have  been  fulfilled,  you  cannot  possibly  deny. 

Thata//  the  above  prophecies  have  been  fulfilled, 
Christians  possess  the  most  abundant  proofs.  It 
is  true,  that  the  evidences  adduced  in  support  of 
the  fulfilment  of  the  above  prophecies  are  taken 
chiefly  from  the  inspired  writings  of  the  New 
Testament,  to  which  you  attach  no  belief,  under 
the  erroneous  impression  that  these  books  are 
destitute  of  evidence  in  support  of  their  being 
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divinely  inspired.  But  this  I  pray  you  to  keep 
in  view,  Whether  human  ingenuity  could  extend 
to  the  almost  unmeasuiable  length  of  creating 
fancied  facts  and  circumstances,  for  the  mere 
pleasure  of  pretending  that  such  or  such  facts 
had  actually  taken  place  ?  This  might  be  the 
case,  perhaps,  to  a  certain  extent,  and  then  only 
when  the  writers  of  such  books  had  some  interest 
in  so  doing,  or  were  deriving  some  advantages 
from  it ;  but  even  then^  I  say,  to  a  very  small  ex- 
tent :  what,  however,  is  the  case  ? 

1st.  The  writers  of  the  gospels,  or  the  four 
evangelists,  were  poor,  illiterate,  obscure  indivi- 
duals. They  had,  therefore,  not  the  means  of  ac- 
cess to  all  the  voluminous  writings  necessary,  nor 
the  time  or  leisure  to  compare  all  those  writings. 

2dly.  They  had  no  interest  whatever  in  the 
propagation  of  the  gospel,  if  that  gospel  were  a 
fiction;  on  the  contrary, 

3dly.  They  could  not  expect  to  obtain  the  least 
credence  among  the  learned  Jews  and  polished 
heathens  of  their  time  ;  yet  they 

4thly.  Suffered  persecution,  torture,  and  death, 
in  support  of  the  propagation  of  the  truth  they 
preached. 

othly.  Without  communicating  with  each  other, 
separated,  and  dispersed,  their  writings  agree  in 
a  most  extraordinary  manner. 

Gthly.  Christianity,  founded  on  these  very 
writings,  has  been  propagated,  and  is  still  propa- 
gated, in  spite  of  persecution,  contempt,  and 
bloodshed. 
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7thly.  Eighteen  centuries  have  passed  since  the 
glorious  preaching  of  the  gospel,  and  no  argu- 
ments have  ever  yet  been  adduced,  to  prove  that 
it  is  not  of  divine  origin,  which  have  not  been 
confuted. 

8thly.  From  Celsus  downwards,  till  this  day, 
the  learned  and  philosophers  of  all  ages,  and  all 
countries,  have,  with  a  pen  dipped  in  gall,  con- 
spired to  debase  the  glorious  and  divine  work ; 
and  yet,  like  the  palm  tree,  it  hath  flourished  in 
proportion  as  it  has  been  oppressed ;  like  a  mus- 
tard seed  it  was,  and  it  grew,  and  became  a  large 
tree ;  and  princes  and  nations  have  sought  shelter 
under  its  branches. 

You  perceive  then,  my  brethren,  that  the  argu- 
ments taken  from  the  wTitings  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, to  prove  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies  in 
the  person  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  are  perfectly 
valid,  and  fully  entitled  to  your  assent,  since  these 
writings  are  as  genuine,  as  authentic,  and  of  an 
origin  as  divine,  as  the  writings  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. 

There  is  one  point,  however,  to  which  you 
most  strongly  object,  and  that  is  the  union  of  the 
divine  and  human  nature  in  the  Messiah.  But 
is  not  this  plainly  foretold  in — Ps.  ii.  7;  Ps.  ex. 
1 ;  Is.  ix.  6  ;  Micah  v.  2  }  and  are  these,  too,  not 
confirmed  in — Heb.  i.  8;  Matt.  xxii.  42  —  45; 
1  Cor.  XX.  25 ;  Heb.  i  13 ;  Matt.  i.  23 ;  John  i. 
14  ;  Rom.  ix.  5  ? 

And  were  not  the  writers  of  the  above  books 
(St.  Matthew,  St.  John,  and  St.  Paul,)  all  Hebrews, 
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as  well  as  yourselves?  You  reject  the  doctrine 
of  the  divine  nature  of  the  Messiah,  because  you 
cannot  comprehend  it :  but  did  the  inspired  writers 
just  quoted  comprehend  it?  or  if  they  did,  was 
it  by  the  help  of  their  reason  ?  Did  they  not 
perceive  the  word  of  God  fulfilled,  and  humbled 
their  reason  before  the  light  of  inspiration,  and 
the  salutary  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost  ?  Pray, 
then,  my  beloved  brethren,  that  the  Almighty  may 
pour  out  upon  you  his  Holy  Spirit.  Take  up  the 
Sacred  Scripture ;  compare,  and  judge  ;  and  when 
your  weak  human  reason  shall  be  humbled,  (and 
alas,  what  is  human  reason  ?)  then  jirostrate  your- 
selves before  the  Lord  Jesus,  pray  that  he  may 
enlighten  your  understanding,  and  you  will  find 
another  prophecy  of  the  Saviour  fulfilled  in  your 
own  person ;  "  Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  ray 
name,  that  will  I  do,  that  the  Father  may  be 
glorified  in  the  Son.  If  ye  shall  ask  any  thing  in 
my  name,  I  will  do  it"  (John  xiv.  13,  14)  ;  and 
"  all  things  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  prayer, 
believing,  ye  shall  receive."  (Matt.  xxi.  22.) 

You  will  not  give  your  assent  to  the  glorious 
mystery  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  or  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  three  persons  in  one  God.  But  take  up 
your  Bible ;  read  it  attentively  and  with  prayer ; 
and  the  glorious  mystery  of  the  Trinity  will  be 
unfolded  to  you  as  you  proceed.  Let  me  but  call 
your  attention  to  the  following  texts. 

Genesis  i.  1.  In  the  beginning  Elohim  (God)  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth. 

Note. — Q''n7hi  is  phiral,  as  all  Hebrew  scholars  must 
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acknowledge,  and  is  used  with  a  singular  verb.  ;  /T'ti^KI^ 
OTl'^i^  i^n^  The  sign  of  the  plurality  is  expressed  by 
the  termination  Q''. 

Genesis  i.  26.  And  Elohim  said :  Let  m  make  man  in 
our  image,  after  our  likeness,  &c.    TW^^  ^"^TO'^  "llDi^^T 

Isaiah  xlviii.  16,  17.  Come  ye  now  unto  me,  hear  ye  this ; 
I  have  not  spoken  in  secret :  from  the  beginning ;  from  the 
time  that  it  was,  there  am  I ;  and  now  the  Lord  God  and 
his  Spirit  hath  sent  me.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer, 
the  Holy  One  of  Israel.  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  which 
teacheth  thee  to  profit ;  which  leadeth  thee  by  the  way  that 
thou  shouldest  go. 

THE    WORD    WAS   A   PERSON    IN    GOD. 

1  Kings  xix.  9. — And  he  (Elijah)  came  unto  a  cave  and 
lodged  there ;  and  behold  the  Word  of  the  Lord  came  to 
him,  and  he  said  unto  him :  What  dost  thou  here,  Elijah  ? 

Is,  then,  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  not  a 
scriptural  doctrine  ?  Is  not  this  doctrine  plainly 
laid  down  in  the  Old  Testament?  Do  you,  then, 
not  do  us  injustice  in  accusing  us  of  idolatry  ? 
And  yet  it  was  this  same  doctrine  in  which  your 
fathers  believed. 

We  believe  with  you  in  the  same  God  of  Israel ; 
we  say  with  you,  IHi**  ^tW\  IPTK  mn^,  and  your 
fathers  adored  the  same  Trinity  in  unity  which 
we  adore. 

After  having  proved  this  to  you  from  the  holy 
prophets,  I  shall  now  proceed  briefly  to  prove, 
from  the  writings  of  the  rabbles,  the  fathers  of 
your  church,  that  they  held  the  same  doctrines 
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which  Christians  hold,  and  from  which  you  have 
deviated. 

1  St.  Your  doctors  believed  in  the  Trinity  in  unity. 

Zohar  (written  by  Simeon  Bar  Juchai),  who  lived  before 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem. 

Levit.  col.  116.     Words  of  Rabbi  Josse. 

Come  and  see  the  mystery  in  the  word  Elohim,  viz.  There 
are  three  degrees,  and  every  degree  is  distinct  by  himself, 
and  notwithstanding  they  are  all  one,  and  tied  in  one,  and 
one  is  not  separated  from  the  other. 

Philo,  lived  before  the  fall  of  Jerusalem. 
De  Safref  Ab.  et  Cain,  p.  108.  B.     God,  attended  with 
his  two  supreme  powers,  principality  and  goodness,  being 
himself  but  one  in  the  middle  of  these  two,  makes  three 
appearances  to  the  seeing  soul. 

De  Abrahamo,  p.  287,  E.  In  the  middle  is  the  Father 
of  all  things,  on  each  side  of  him  are  the  two  Powers,  the 
eldest  and  the  nearest  to  the  o  £v,  or  Jehovah,  whereof  one 
is  the  creative  power,  the  other  is  the  royal  power ;  the 
creative  power  is  called  God,  the  royal  power  is  called  Lord. 
R.  Hay  Hagahon. 

There  are  three  lights  in  God,  the  Ancient  Light,  or 
Kadmon ;  the  Pure  Light,  or  Hi/ ;  the  Purified  Light,  or 
ni^nii^D ;  and  that  these  three  make  but  one  God,  and 
that  there  is  neither  plurality  nor  polytheism  in  this.  (The 
same  idea  is  followed  by  R.  Shem  Tou,  in  his  book  Emu- 
noth,  part  4,  cap.  8,  p.  32,  col.  2.) 

USUAL   DISTINCTIONS    OF   THESE    PERSONS. 

The  first  person  is  called  by  the  cabalists.  En  Soph,  or 
Infinite,  who  is  the  Father,  and  is  called  Ani,  '•JJ'^.  The 
second  person  is  called  Cochmah,  or  Wisdom,  JlJll^,  ad- 
dressed by  the  pronoun  Thou.  The  third  is  called  Bina, 
Understanding,  or  the  Roach  Hahbodish,  the  Holy  Spirit 
by  whom  the  prophets  were  inspired.  The  Cochmah  is 
also  called  the  Davar,  ^^l.  or  Word,  by  the  Writers  of  the 
Targums,  which  answers  to  the  Logos  of  St.  John. 
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R.  Judo's  Comments  on  the  Book  of  Jetzira.* 
Who  is  it  God  did  speak  to  at  the  creation  ?  He  spoke 
to  his  Word.  If  you  would  know  of  them,  who  is  the  spirit 
of  whom  we  read,  Gen.  i.  2,  that  he  moved  on  the  face 
of  the  waters,  Moses  Botril  will  inform  you  it  is  the 
Holy  Spirit.  If  you  would  learn  of  them  who  it  was  that 
God  spoke  to,  Gen.  i.  26,  saying,  "Let  us  make  man;" 
Moses  Botril  tells  us  that  these  words  are  directed  to  the 
Wisdom  of  God.  If  you  would  know  what  Spirit  it  is  that 
is  spoken  of.  Job  xxviii.  12,  again,  Moses  Botril  will  tell 
you  it  is  the  Holy  Spirit.  If  you  would  know  whom  that  is 
to  be  referred  to  which  we  read  of,  Isaiah  xl.  14,  R.  Abra- 
ham Ben  David  will  tell  you,  to  the  Three  Sephiroth. 

2.  Christians  believe  that  by  the  "  word,"  "121  or 
Xoyoj,  mentioned  John  i.  1,  is  meant  Christ,  and  God 
the  Messiah.     Your  fathers  held  the  same  belief. 

TESTIMONIES  FEOM  THE  TARGUM  OF  ONKELOS. 
ON    EXODUS. 

It  is  the  Word  in  whom  Israel  believed,  as  well  as  in 
Moses.  Exod.  xiv.  32.  It  is  the  Word  that  redeems  Israel 
out  of  Egypt.  Exod.  xv.  2.  It  is  the  Word  whose  presence 
is  promised  in  the  tabernacle.  Exod.  xxx.  6.  It  is  the 
Word  whose  protection  is  promised  to  Moses  when  he 
desired  to  see  God. 

ON    LEVITICUS   AND    NUMBERS. 

It  is  spoken  of  the  Word,  that  he  will  not  forsake  the 
people  if  they  continue  in  their  obedience.  Lev.  xxviii.  11. 
It  is  the  Word  whom  Moses  exhorts  the  Jews  not  to  rebel 
against.     Num.  xiv.  9.  xx.  24. 

ON    DEUTERONOMY. 

Moses  was  mediator  between  the  Word  and  his  people, 
V.  6.  Moses  exhorts  the  Jews  to  obey  the  Word,  xiv.  18, 
XV.  5,  xxvii.  14,  xxviii.  1,  3,  15,  45,  62,  xxx.  8,  19,  23, 
The  Word  created  the  world,  xxxiii.  27. 

•  Sopher  Jetzereth,  or  Book  of  the  Creation,  is  next  in  caba- 
listic fame  to  the  Zohar,  and  is  quoted  by  the  Jews  as  of  Divine 
authority;  some  ascribe  it  to  the  Patriarch  Abraham,  and  others  to 
R.  Akibha,  who  lived  in  the  seconA  century. 
£ 
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Jerusalem  Tar  gum,  written  during  the  time  of  tlie  Babylonian 
Captivity. 

The  Word  of  the  Lord  hath  appeared  on  three  remarkable 
occasions;  First,  at  the  creation  of  the  world.  Secondly, 
to  Abraham.  Thirdly,  at  Israel's  departure  out  of  Egypt ; 
and  a  fourth  time  he  shall  appear  at  the  coming  (jf  the 
Messiah.  The  Word  talks  with  Moses  in  the  tabernacle, 
and  the  people  worship  him.  Exod.  xxxiii.  9,  11.  The 
Word  shall  judge  the  people.  Deut.  xxxii.  36.  The  Word 
saith  of  himself,  that  he  was,  is,  and  is  to  come.  v.  32,  39. 
Targum  of  Jonathan  Ben  Uziel,  written  during  the  Babylonian 
Captivity. 

The  Word  went  down  with  Jacob  into  Egypt.  Gen.  xlvi- 
1,  4.  The  Word  sits  on  a  high  throne,  and  hears  the 
prayers  of  the  people.     Deut.  iv.  7. 

PHILO. 

Describes  the  Aoyoj  under  the  name  of  'ETrio-Tjljuti,  as  True 
God,  as  Creator  of  the  World.  Lib.  de  Temulentia,  p.  190, 
D. 194,  B. 

RASIII. 

The  Word  was  to  manifest  himself  in  the  Messiah, 
")^")p]2,  in  the  middle  of  him. 

Christians  believe  that  there  is  a  Son  in  the 
godhead ;  so  did  your  fathers. 

Jerusalem  Targum. 
Jehovah  said,  here  Adam  whom  I  created  is  the  only 
begotten  son  in  the  world,  as  I  am  the  only  begotten  Son, 
■T>n^  in  the  high  heaven.     Gen.  iii.  22. 
Proverbs  xxx.  4. 
What  is  his  name,  and  what  is  his  Son's  name  ?     The 
Zohar  says,  The  Messiah.     Fol.  119,  col.  473. 
Psalm  Ixxxix.  25,  26. 
I  will  set  his  hand  in  the  sea,  and  his  right  hand  in  the 
rivers;  He  shall  cry  unto  me.  Thou  art  my  Father. 
(All  the  Targums  apply  this  to  the  Messiah.) 

THE  SHEKINAH  WHO  WAS    THE    SON  OF  GOD,  TO  BE  MESSIAH. 

Tikhuae  Sohar,  c.  1 . 
The  Holy  Shekinah  is  the  likeness  of  a  man. 
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Sohar  Chadash,  fol.  46,  2,  on  Isaiah  ii.  19. 

From  the  face  of  the  terror  of  Jehovah.  This  is  the 
Shekinah,  who  from  that  time  and  after  shall  be  exalted, 
and  Messiah  in  him.  The  ancient  Jews  believed  the  Mes- 
siah was  the  Son  of  God :  the  words  "  Thou  art  my  Son," 
in  Psalm  ii.  7,  are  interpreted  in  the  Sohar,  fol.  88,  col.  348. 
This  Son  is  the  faithful  Shepherd,  and  he  is  the  Prince  of 
Israel,  The  Lord  of  things  below,  The  Lord  of  ministering 
angels,  the  Son  of  the  Highest.  The  Son  of  the  God  of  the 
universe.  The  gracious  Shetinah,  He  is  the  King  Messiah. 
Mich.  5.  2. 

Rashi,  Paraphrase  on  Lamentations,  p.  68. 

What  is  the  name  of  the  Messiah  ?  on  which  Abba  the 
son  of  Cashna  replies,  Jehovah  is  his  name,  for  it  is  written. 
And  this  is  his  name  whereby  he  shall  be  called,  Jehovah 
our  Righteousness. 

Christians  believe  that  Christ,  the  Messiah, 
suffered  and  died  for  our  sins,  and  became  an 
atonement  and  sacrifice  for  us. 

RashVs  Commentary  on  Daniel  viii.  14. 

ti'lp  pTiJin,  Israel  shall  be  redeemed  and  saved  by  King 
Messiah  with  an  everlasting  salvation ;  for  though  we  are 
accustomed  to  style  him  Messiah,  our  Righteousness,  the 
word  of  God  calls  him  (Jer.  xxiii.  6)  Jehovah  our  Righte 
ousness. 

Zohar,  p.  88,  ed.  Cumonu,  p.  346,  ed.  Sulzbach. 

All  the  ills,  woes,  and  pains  due  to  Israel,  have  lighted 
on  the  head  of  the  Messiah,  and  unless  he  had  eased  the 
shoulders  of  Israel  of  them,  and  taken  them  upon  himself? 
no  son  of  man  would  have  been  able  to  bear  the  pains  of 
Israel,  liable  as  they  were  to  the  penalties  of  the  law. 
This,  therefore,  is  the  import  of  what  is  written,  "  Surely 
he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and  carried  our  sorrows." 
Solomon  Ben  Isaac  Jarki,  on  Isaiah  lii.  13;  lived  in  the  12th 
century. 

V.  5.  And  King  Messiah  was  among  the  generation  of 
the  wicked,  and  he  applied  his  heart  to  seek  mercy  for 
Judah,  and  to  fast  and  to  humble  himself  on  their  behalf, 
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as  it  is  said.  And  he  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions, 
and  he  seeks  mercy  for  them  when  they  sin,  as  it  is  written. 
And  by  his  stripes  we  are  healed,  and  he  bore  the  sin  of 
many,  and  made  intercession  for  the  transgressors. — Bere- 
shit  Rabba,  on  Gen.  xxiv.  67. 

Christians  believe  that  the  Messiah  was  born 
of  a  virgin,  in  a  miraculous  manner,  at  Bethle- 
hem ;  your  fathers  have  attested  it. 
Bereshit  Rabba,  Parash  89. 

Shewing  that  God  doth  heal  with  that  he  woundeth,  he 
saith.  As  he  punished  Israel  in  a  Virgin,  so  would  he  also 
heal  them  with  a  Virgin,  according  to  the  Prophet,  The 
Lord  hath  created  a  new  thing  on  the  earth,  a  woman  shall 
encompass  a  man.  This  is  also  testified  by 
R.  Huna  in  the  name  of  R.  Idi,  and  R.  Josuak  the  son  of  Levi. 

This  is  Messiah  the  King,  of  whom  it  is  written  (Psalm 
ii.  7),  This  day  have  I  begotten  thee. 

Christians  believe  that  the  Messiah  has  given 
a  more  excellent  law  than  the  law  of  Moses ; 
under  which,  things  forbidden  under  the  old  law 
would  be  allowed. 

Midrash  Coheleth,  fol.  96,  4. 
The  law  which  a  man  learns  in  this  age  is  vanity,  if  it  be 
compared  with  the  law  of  the  Messiah. 

R.  Pheukas  in  the  name  of  R.  Levi,  R.  Josihanon,  from  the 
mouth  of  R.  Menachem  the  Galilean,  said, 

All  sacrifices  shall  cease  in  the  time  of  the  Messiah, 
except  the  sacrifice  of  praise. 

Talmud  Nidda  Perek,  sect.  9,  Daf.  page  61,  written  by  Rabbi 
Johannan,  who  lived  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem, 
and  teas  succeeded  by  Gamaliel;  others  say  it  was  written 
in  the  third  century. 

Rabbi  Joseph  says, 
The  law  shall  be  abolished  when  he  that  is  to  come  shall 
come.    The  time  will  come  that  the  command  which  forbids 
to  eat  swine's  flesh  will  be  overturned,  and  permission  shall 
be  given  to  eat. 
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Yalkul  Rahini. 

The  Lord  will  make  lawful  (to  eat)  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Messiah  all  unclean  beasts;  by  which  the  Rabbles  them- 
selves believed  that  the  law  of  Moses  shall  be  abolished  on 
the  arrival  of  the  Messiah,  i.  e.  the  ceremonial  and  political 
part  of  the  Law. 

Zohar  on  Deut.,  fol.  1 10,  p.  438. 

Moses  was  a  type  in  the  world.  If  any  one  should  say, 
What  is  the  fulfilment  and  consummation  ?  I  answer,  the 
King  Messiah ;  through  him  such  perfection  will  be  pro- 
duced as  never  existed  hitherto  throughout  all  generations. 

Kimchi  on  Jeremiah  xxxi.  31,  wrote  in  the  twelfth  century,  and 
was  a  native  of  Spain, 

It  is  a  new  covenant,  because  it  shall  be  observed,  and 
not  abolished,  like  the  covenant  which  God  made  with  the 
children  of  Israel,  at  Mount  Sinai. 
Mishech  says, 

The  phrase,  a  new  covenant,  ought  to  be  particularly 
noticed,  for  it  means,  that  all  covenants  would  be  taken 
away,  as  of  no  longer  force  and  authority. 

Michiltafol.  16.  I.     Ben  Soma  said, 

In  the  times  of  the  Messiah  there  shall  be  no  remem- 
brance of  the  deliverance  from  Egypt,  as  saith  Jeremiah, 
xxxiii.  7.  And  if  the  deliverance  from  Egypt  is  no  more  to 
be  remembered,  surely  those  ceremonies  which  were  ap- 
pointed to  keep  that  deliverance  in  mind  will  be  done  away. 

Christians  believe  that  the  Messiah  is  come  al- 
ready; so  did  the  writers  of  Massecheth  Sanhedrim. 
Rabbi  Elijahu  on  the  Duration  of  the  World. 

The  world  remains  six  thousand  years:  —  two  thousand 
years  confusion;  two  thousand  years  the  Law;  and  two 
thousand  years  the  days  of  the  Messiah. 

Masseceth  Sanhedrim.     Perek  ii. 

Query. — What  is  the  present  age  of  the  world,  according 
to  Jewish  computation  ?  Ans. — Five  thousand  five  hundred 
and  ninety-seven. 

Q. — What  do  you  deduce  from  subtracting  4000  years 
from  5597,  according  to  R.  Elias  ?     ^.— It  would  follow 
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that  the  Messiah  would  have  come  1597  years  ago. — Since 
we  are  now  living  in  his  days. 

Thus  you  see,  my  brethren,  that  in  addition  to 
the  testimonies  of  the  inspired  writers  of  your 
sacred  books,  your  doctors  entertained  the  same 
views  which  Christians  entertain,  with  respect  to 
the  points  at  issue  between  us.  With  regard  to 
the  facts  recorded  in  the  writings  of  the  New 
Testament,  on  which  Christians  found  their  faith, 
it  has  ah-eady  been  shewn  that  their  internal 
evidence  is  sufficient  of  itself  to  claim  your  vene- 
ration, respect,  and  implicit  faith  and  confidence : 
yet  so  good  is  God,  that  he  has  furnished  testi- 
monies in  their  favour  from  your  own  historical 
writers,  and  even  from  among  the  heathen,  since 
the  gospel,  though  preached  "  to  the  Jew  first, 
was  also  preached  to  the  Gentile." 

Testimony  of  Josephus  to  John  the  Baptist. — Lib.  xriii. 

chap.  5,  sect.  2,  page  4i)2. 
Now  some  of  the  Jews  thought  that  the  destruction  of 
Herod's  army  came  from  God,  and  that  very  justly,  as  a 
punishment  of  what  he  did  against  John  that  was  called 
the  Baptist:  for  Herod  slew  him  who  was  a  good  man, 
and  commanded  the  Jews  to  exercise  virtue,  both  as  to 
righteousness  towards  one  another,  and  piety  towards  God, 
and  so  to  come  to  baptism,  for  that  the  washing  with  water 
would  be  acceptable  to  him  if  they  made  use  of  it,  not  in 
order  to  the  putting  away,  or  the  remission  of  some  sins 
only,  but  for  the  purification  of  the  body,  supposing  still 
that  the  soul  was  thoroughly  purified  beforehand  by  right- 
eousness. Now,  when  many  others  came  in  crowds  about 
him,  for  they  were  greatly  moved  or  pleased  by  hearing 
his  words,  Herod,  who  feared  lest  the  great  influence  John 
had  over  the  people  might  put  it  into  his  power  to  raise  a 
rebellion  (for  they  seemed  ready  to  do  any  thing  he  should 
advise),  thought  it  best,  by  putting  him  to  death,  to  pre- 
vent any  mischief  he  might  cause,  and  not  bring  himself 
into  any  difficulty,  by  sparing  a  man  who  might  make  him 
repent  of  it,  when  it  should  be  too  late.  Accordingly  he 
was  sent  a  prisoner,  out  of  Herod's  suspicious  temper,  to 
Macherus,  the  castle  I  before  mentioned,  and  was  there  put 
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to  death.  Now  the  Jews  had  an  opinion,  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  this  army  was  sent  as  a  punishment  upon  Herod, 
and  a  mark  of  God's  displeasure  against  him. 

Testimony  of  Zemuch  David,  as  quoted  by  C.  Meyer,  Rabbi 
at  Hamburgh. 
Jesus  was  born  at  Bethlehem  in  Judea,  A.  M.  3761 ,  in  the 
42d  year  of  Caesar  Augustus's  reign,  in  the  time  of  Rabbi 
Simon  Ben  Hillel,  and  of  Rabbi  Johanan  Ben  Zachai. 

Testimony  of  Josephui,  Lib.  xviii.  chap.  3,  sect.  3,  page  487. 
Now  there  was  about  this  time  Jesus,  a  wise  man,  if  it  be 
lawful  to  call  him  a  man,  for  he  was  a  doer  of  wonderful 
works,  a  teacher  of  such  men  as  receive  the  truth  with 
pleasure.  He  drew  over  to  him  both  many  of  the  Jews 
and  many  of  the  Gentiles.  He  xvas  the  Christ ;  and  when 
Pilate,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  principal  men  among  us, 
had  condemned  him  to  the  cross,  those  that  loved  him  at 
the  first  did  not  forsake  him,  for  he  appeared  to  them  alive 
again  the  third  day,  as  the  divine  Prophets  had  foretold; 
these,  and  ten  thousand  other  wonderful  things  concerning 
him,  and  the  tribe  of  Christians,  so  named  from  him,  are 
not  extinct  at  this  day. 

My  object  in  addressing  you  has  been  to  con- 
vince you,  that  since  your  restoration  as  a  people 
to  your  own  land  is  foretold  by  the  prophet,  the 
prophecy  will  be  fulfilled ;  yet  your  eternal  salva- 
tion depends  upon  your  faith  in  Jesus,  who  once 
bore  the  sins  of  many,  and  who  will  come  the 
second  time  without  sin  unto  salvation,  to  them 
that  look  for  him.  In  order  to  convince  you  that 
you  are  bound  to  believe  in  the  same  doctrines 
which  Christians  hold  sacred,  I  have  shewn  that 
these  doctrines  and  that  belief  are  contained  in, 
and  founded  upon,  your  sacred  writings  ;  and  that 
your  fathers  believed  what  we  believe  now.  And 
lastly,  since  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies,  being 
proved  from  the  writings  of  the  New  Testament, 
it  is  necessary  that  you  should  attach  faith  to 
these  writings,  I  have  endeavoured  to  shew,  with 
as  much  brevity  as  the  subject  would  admit,  that 


100 

these  wTitings  are  as  much  entitled  to  your  vene- 
ration as  the  books  of  the  Old  Testament. 

With  such  powerful  evidence ;  with  such  facts 
staring  you  in  the  face  ;  with  such  a  host  of  testi- 
monies, how  shall  you  escape  if  you  neglect  so  great 
salvation  ?  His  voice  calleth  unto  you — his  arms  are 
open  to  receive  you — he  is  waiting  for  your  saluta- 
tion, "  Hosannah ;  Blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord.  Blessed  be  the  kindom  of  our 
father  David,  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 
Do  not  then,  by  your  unhappy  obstinacy,  make 
yourselves  exiles  from  happiness,  here  and  here- 
after ;  "  for  why  will  ye  die,  O  house  of  Israel  ? " 

O  Zion!  sacred  city, 

Abode  of  God  the  blest ! 
It  moves  my  heart  to  pity 

To  see  thee  spoiled  and  waste ; 
Thy  holy  temple  levelled, 

Thy  stones  laid  low  iu  dust; 
And  impious  Gentiles  scoffing, 

Wliere  once  taught  God  the  just 

O  Holy  Land!  once  glorious! 

Now  silent,  waste,  forlorn, 
Where  towered  the  palms  victorious, 

Thy  daughters  sit  and  mourn : 
Oh,  Israel !  exiled  captive. 

Dispersed  on  foreign  strand, 
Forsaken,  fallen,  neglected  — 

Oh,  think  on  Zion's  land ! 

Oh,  think  on  that  Messiah, 

Who  once  thy  cities  trod; 
In  him — slain,  scoffed,  rejected — 

In  him,  behold  thy  God! 
Behold  !    He  whom  ye  pierced 

Stands  waiting  to  forgive ; 
Return,  repentant  Zion, 

Kiss  ye  the  Son,  and  live ! 


APPENDIX. 


It  may  not  be  useless  to  give  a  short  history  of  some  of  the  im- 
postors, that  the  parallel  may  be  obvious  between  them  and  Christ 
nimself,  the  true  Messiah.  It  is  not,  however,  with  any  dishonour- 
able reference  to  the  Jewish  nation,  that  these  short  sketches  are 
presented  to  their  view;  but  it  may,  with  great  propriety,  be  urged, 
that  as  they  have  been  so  often  cleceived  by  those  to  whom  none 
of  the  prophetic  marks  belonged,  that  they  should,  at  least,  vouch- 
safe to  examine  the  claims  of  that  Messiah,  from  whom  the  Chris- 
tian church  derived  its  origin,  through  the  labours  of  his  Jewish 
converts  and  disciples,  some  few  of  no  mean  birth  or  learning: 
witiaess  St  Paul,  who  was  brought  up  at  the  feet  of  that  Gamaliel, 
high  in  the  estimation  of  the  Jewish  Sanhedrim,  who  declared, 
"  that  if  this  thing  was  of  man,  it  would  come  to  nought;  but  if  of 
God,  it  could  not  be  overthrown." 

Theudas,  a  false  Christ,  who  deceived  and  occasioned  the  ruin  of 
many  Jews,  is  spoken  of  by  St  Luke :  as  is  also  Judas,  who  was 
opposed  by  the  Roman  forces,  and  perished  miserably  with  his 
disciples.    Simon  Magus,  also,  deluded  many  of  the  Samaritans. 

There  arose  a  famous  pretended  Messiah  in  the  reign  of  Adrian, 
w^ho  was  countenanced  by  several  of  the  most  learned  and  cele- 
brated Jewish  Doctors,  and  in  particular  by  Rabbi  Akiba,  who  is 
reckoned  amongst  the  repositories  of  tradition,  and  sometimes  pre- 
ferred by  the  Rabbins  to  Moses  himself:  he  was  the  author  of  the 
book  called  Jetzirah.  The  Messiah  Loziba,  or  Barchochebas,  was 
originally  a  robber,  who  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  rebellion,  and 
was  crowned  by  the  hand  of  Akiba,  who  declared  that  his  name 
signified  the  son  of  a  star,  and  was  an  accomplishment  of  the  pro- 
phecy of  Balaam.  It  is  related  that  he  deceived  the  people,  by  the 
means  of  some  lighted  tow,  by  which  he  seemed  to  vomit  fire. 
Vast  numbers  of  people  joined  his  forces,  and  defended  the  city  of 
Either  for  some  time  against  the  Romans,  commanded  by  Severus. 
The  city  was  at  length  subdued,  and  so  great  a  slaughter  took  place, 
that  the  Rabbins  say,  more  people  died  in  this  war  than  came  out 
of  Egypt.  Barchochebas  perished;  Rabbi  Akiba  had  his  flesh 
torn  from  his  body  with  an  iron  comb,  by  order  of  the  emperor ; 
and  many  other  learned  Jewish  Doctors  suffered  cruel  deaths. 

In  the  year  437,  under  the  reign  of  Theodosius  the  younger,  a 
Jew  appeared  in  the  island  of  Crete  (the  modem  Candid),  called 
Moses  Cretensis,  who  pretended  to  a  divine  mission,  and  offered  to 
make  a  passage  for  the  children  of  Israel  through  the  waves  of  the 
sea.  Numbers  were  thus  grossly  deceived,  and  either  perished  or 
were  taken  up  by  Christian  fishermen.  The  spectators,  convinced 
of  their  folly,  sought  in  vain  for  the  impostor,  who  had  escaped. 
It  is  said,  that  many  persons,  in  consequence  of  this,  were  converted 
to  Christianity. 

In  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Justin,  an  impostor,  of  the  name  of 
Dunaan,  deceived  many,  and  treated  the  Christians  with  great 
cmelty  j  but  was  at  length  taken  captive,  and  put  to  death.    In  the 
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year  529  the  Jews  in  Palestine  rebelled  again,  under  the  conduct  of 
one  Julian,  who  pretended  to  be  the  Messiah,  but  was  destroyed  by 
the  Romans,  with  a  vast  multitude  who  had  followed  him.  In  the 
year  721,  another  appeared,  who  assumed  the  same  title,  and  de- 
luded many  to  destruction. 

In  the  year  1138,  a  false  Messiah  appeared  in  France,  who  occa- 
sioned a  massacre  of  the  Jews  in  that  country,  in  wliich  he  perished. 
Another  pretender,  about  the  same  time,  deluded  many  Jews  in 
Persia,  and  the  east,  and  behaved  with  such  insolence  to  the  royal 
authority,  that  it  cost  him  his  own  head,  and  brought  great  suffer- 
ings on  his  nation.  In  the  same  century,  a  Messiah  appeared  at 
Corduba,  in  Spain,  who  occasioned  a  great  persecution  in  that 
country  in  the  year  1157.  Ten  years  after,  in  the  kingdom  of  Fez, 
two  impostors  appeared,  who  declared  themselves  to  be  the  Messiah 
and  his  precursor. 

In  the  same  year,  1 167,  an  Arabian  persuaded  the  Jews  that  he  was 
the  forerunner  of  the  Messiah,  and  was  followed  by  crowds  of  peo- 
ple; but  being  at  length  taken,  was  brought  before  the  sovereign,  to 
whom  he  boldly  maintained,  that  he  acted  by  the  order  of  God ; 
and  declared,  that  if  they  cut  off  his  head,  they  should  quickly  see 
him  rise  again.  The  experiment  was  made ;  and  it  was  discovered 
that  he  had  thus  saved  himself  from  a  more  cruel  death.  He, 
however,  brought  great  distress  upon  his  nation.  Soon  after, 
another  impostor  in  the  east  pretended  to  have  received  a  miracu- 
lous cure  from  the  leprosy,  and  proclaimed  himself  to  be  the  Mes- 
siah :  he  drew  multitudes  to  follow  him,  and  caused  a  great  perse- 
cution. Rabbi  Solomon,  one  of  Jewish  historians,  affirms,  in 
Schevet  Jehuda,  that  ten  thousand,  overwhelmed  with  the  miseries 
they  suffered  on  account  of  this  cruelty,  forsook  the  law,  which  has 
made  his  memory  odious. 

In  the  year  1174,  another  persecution  took  place  in  Persia,  on 
account  of  a  false  Messiah.  About  the  same  time  a  person  of  the 
name  of  David  Almussar  assumed  the  title  in  Moravia :  he  pre- 
tended to  the  art  of  magic;  but  was  at  length  taken,  and  put  to 
death.  A  heavy  fine  was,  on  this  account,  raised  upon  the  Jews. 
There  was  also,  in  the  same  country,  another  impostor,  who  is 
mentioned  by  Maimonides. 

The  most  "famous  of  the  pretended  Messiahs  of  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury appeared  about  the  conclusion  of  it.  He  was  bom  subject  to 
the  king  of  Persia,  in  a  city  called  Amaria,  and  assumed  the  name 
of  David  El  David,  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  a  very  dangerous 
insurrection,  which  involved  many  of  the  most  considerable  Jews; 
but  at  length  his  father-in-law,  tempted  by  a  bribe  to  betray  him, 
procured  his  murder. 

In  the  year  1222,  an  impostor  appeared  in  Germany,  who  like- 
wise called  himself  the  son  of  David.  The  Jews  of  Worms,  in  the 
same  year,  confidently  expected  the  Messiah,  as  the  offspring  of  a 
young  woman  of  their  city ;  but  it  chanced  that  she  was  delivered 
of  a  daughter,  to  their  confusion  and  dissappointment. 

About  the  year  1497,  Ishmael  Sophus  deluded  many  Jews  in 
Media,  Parthia,  Persia,  and  the  east.  In  the  year  1503,  an  impos- 
tor appeared  in  Germany,  whose  name  was  Leimlein.  He  was  bom 
in  Austria,  where  he  deceived  and  disappointed  very  many  persons. 

An  impostor  appeared  in  Spain,  in  1534,  who  declared  himself  to 
be  the  Messiah,  and  was  burnt  to  death  by  command  of  Charles  the 
Fifth.  In  1615,  a  false  Christ  made  his  appearance  in  India,  and 
was  much  followed  by  the  Portuguese  Jews  in  that  country.  In 
1625,  a  person  appeared  in  the  Low  Countries,  who  declared  him- 
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self  to  be  of  the  family  of  David,  by  the  line  of  Nathan ;  that  he 
was  the  Messiah,  who  should  overthrow  the  kingdom  of  antichrist, 
and  the  Turks  ;  and  that  Rome  should  be  destroyed. 

About  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century.  Shah  Abbas  reigned 
in  Persia ;  who,  being  of  a  cruel  disposition,  and  incensed  against 
the  Jews,  on  account  of  their  having  monopolized  the  ti'ade, 
resolved  to  destroy  them.  It  was,  however,  necessary  for  him  to 
find  an  expedient  for  this  violent  measure,  without  offending  others; 
and  it  was  accordingly  discovered  in  the  Koran,  that  this  nation 
was  to  embrace  the  Mahometan  faith  within  six  hundred  years 
after  its  promulgation,  or  to  be  cut  off;  which  Abbas  would  have 
put  into  effect,  but  was  prevented  by  the  humanity  of  the  Mufti. 
The  heads  of  the  Jewish  nation,  were,  however,  obliged  to  appear 
before  the  Sophy,  who  questioned  them  about  the  abolition  of  sa- 
crifices, and  other  ceremonies,  which  had  ceased  since  the  coming 
of  Christ.  The  Kachams,  astonished  at  these  questions,  declared 
that  the  nation  was  in  expectation  of  a  Messiah,  but  could  not  re- 
ceive him  whom  the  Christians  worshipped.  "  Will  ye  not  receive 
Jesus  Christ  (said  he),  since  I  believe  in  him?-  (for  the  Maho- 
metans acknowledge  Jesus  as  a  great  prophet  sent  of  God.)  What 
do  you  then  think  of  Mahomet?"  Tlie  Jews  consulted  together, 
replied,  "  that  they  did  not  reject  him,  because  he  was  the  son  of 
Abraham  by  Ishmael."  This  did  not,  however,  satisfy  Shah  Abbas, 
who  demanded  that  they  should  fix  a  time  for  the  appearance  of 
their  Messiah;  and  if  he  deceived  them  again,  they  should  at  the 
expiration  of  it  lose  their  estates  and  lives.  The  Rabbins,  in  this 
necessity,  fixed  this  time  to  the  end  of  seventy  years,  before  which 
the  Sophy,  as  well  as  themselves,  would  be  deceased,  and  they 
hoped  the  whole  transaction  might  be  forgotten. 

After  the  expiration  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  from  this 
event,  Sabatai  Sevi,  the  son  of  Mordecai  Sevi,  a  Jew  of  mean  rank 
in  Smyrna,  made  his  appearance  in  the  year  1666 ;  he  professed 
himself  to  be  the  Messiah,  and  promised  a  great  temporal  kingdom 
to  his  followers.  He  travelled  through  the  Morea,  and  afterwards 
to  Tupoly,  Gaza,  and  Jerusalem,  where  he  abolished  the  fast  which 
was  celebrating  in  June,  because  sorrow  was  not  suitable  at  such  a 
season.  His  claims  were  opposed  by  some  of  the  more  learned 
and  wise ;  but  vast  numbers  of  the  people  received  him  as  the 
Christ.  At  the  same  time,  one  Nathan  Levi  assumed  the  character 
of  Elijah,  at  Gaza.  This  impostor  preached  the  necessity  of  re- 
pentance towards  God,  and  faith  in  himself,  as  Christ,  with  such 
success,  that  the  people  were  filled  with  enthusiasm  and  zeal;  and 
the  noise  of  this  extraordinary  person  was  every  where  spread 
abroad.  Nathan  Levi  writes  to  him,  and  styles  him—"  The  King, 
our  King !  Lord  of  our  lords !  who  gathers  the  dispersed  of  Israel ! 
the  man  celebrated  to  the  height  of  all  sublimity!  the  Messias  of 
the  God  of  Jacob !  the  celestial  lion  !     Sabatai  Sevi !" 

The  Jews  were,  every  where  throughout  Turkey,  in  great  expecta- 
tion ;  and  when  Sevi  came  to  Smyrna,  he  was  adored  by  the  people, 
though  the  Kacham  opposed  him" ;  for  which  he  was  removed  from 
his  oflice.  At  this  time  Sabatai  Sevi  styled  himself  in  writing, 
'  the  only  and  first  born  son  of  God !  the  Messias !  the  Saviour  of 
Israel!"  He  ordered  the  prayers  for  the  Grand  Seignior  to  be 
omitted,  and  appointed  them  to  be  made  to  himself;  (how  unlike 
the  meek  and  gentle  Jesus  !)  He  also  elected  princes  to  govern  the 
Jews,  in  their  march  to  the  Holy  Land;  and  he  declared  that 
he  was  himself  ordered  by  God  to  visit  Constantinople.  On  his 
arrival  in  that  city,  after  a  very  tempestuous  voyage,  (for  the  ele- 
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inents  did  not  obey  him,  altliough  Jesus  Christ  could  still  the  winds 
and  waves,)  the  Vizier  seized  and  confined  him  in  prison,  where 
many  of  the  chief  persons  of  his  nation  resorted  to  him ;  and  from 
thence  he  commanded  the  Jews  to  celebrate  his  nativity  on  the  9th 
day  of  the  month  Ab,  thereby  changing  a  solemn  fast  "(it  being  the 
same  day  on  which  the  temple  had  been  burnt  both  by  the  Chal- 
deans and  Romans)  into  a  feast  and  rejoicing.  The  Jews  made 
crowns  of  gold  for  liim,  and  attributed  to  him  all  the  prophecies 
which  the  Christians  apply  to  CiirisL 

During  his  confinement,  he  became  acquainted  with  one 
Neliemiah  Cohen,  a  man  of  great  learning,  who  maintained,  ac- 
cording to  the  false  doctrine  of  the  Rabbins,  (for  which  there  is  no 
ground  in  scripture,  they  having  been  driven  to  this  subterfuge  by 
the  prophecies  which  spake  of  sufferings  the  Saviour  really  under- 
went) that  thore  ought  to  be  a  two-fold  Messias — one,  the  son  of 
Ephraira,  a  poor  and  despised  teacher  of  the  law ;  and  another,  the 
son  of  David,  who  was  to  conquer  and  reign. 

Nehemiah  was  content  to  appropriate  to  himself  the  character  of 
this  son  of  Ephraim;  but  as  he  was  to  be  the  forerunner  of  the 
conquering  Christ,  he  accused  his  colleague  of  too  great  forward- 
ness; and  a  division  ensued,  which  led  to  the  ruin  of  Sabatai, 
Nehemiah  informing  against  him,  as  a  person  dangerous  to  the 
state.  The  Grand  Seignior  orders  Sabatai  into  his  presence,  and 
requires,  as  a  miraculous  proof  of  his  veracity,  that  he  should  be 
shot  at  with  arrows,  and  yet  survive.  The  impostor  refused  this 
experiment,  and  was  condemned  to  be  impaled ;  when,  to  the  great 
confusion  of  the  Jews,  he  turned  Mahometan  to  save  his  life, 
preached  publicly  in  the  mosques,  and  even  converted  several  to 
his  perverted  faith.  At  length  he  was  for  some  misdemeanor  com- 
mitted to  prison,  where  he  died. 

The  adventure  of  this  impostor  made  a  great  noise  in  the  east ; 
and  Shah  Abbas  the  Second  finding  the  treaty  that  his  ancestor  had 
made  with  the  Jews,  it  was  determined  to  destroy  the  nation  with- 
out delay ;  and  a  most  bloody  massacre,  in  which  neither  sex  nor 
age  was  spared,  took  place,  and  lasted  for  three  whole  years,  in  all 
the  provinces  dependant  upon  Persia. 

In  the  vear  lf)82.  Rabbi  Mordecai,  a  man  famous  amongst  the 
Jews  of  (Germany  for  his  learning,  set  himself  up  for  the  Messiah ; 
and  required  tliat  his  nation  should  adore  him  in  that  character. 
He  made  many  converts  in  Germany  and  Italy,  who  believed  in 
him  with  great  credulity. 

There  have  been  also  other  pretenders  to  the  title  of  Messiah,  in 
Holland,  and  many  other  places,  both  in  Europe  and  in  the  East, 
whose  juggling  tricks  have  gained  them  followers,  who  have  been 
deceived  with  a  degree  of  credulity  one  should  hardly  expect  from 
a  nation  which  refuses  to  consider  the  claims  of  one  who  has  every 
title  to  belief,  and  has  been  received  as  Christ  by  the  most  wise, 
learned,  and  powerful  of  the  Gentile  nations. 
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